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PM - MANN KI BAAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will share his thoughts with the people
of the country and abroad in the Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashvani at
11 AM on Sunday. It will be the 137th episode of the monthly radio
programme. The programme will be broadcast across the entire Akashvani



and Doordarshan network, the AIR News website, and the Newsonair
mobile app. It will also be live-streamed on the YouTube channels of AIR
News, DD News, the PMO, and the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. Akashvani will broadcast the programme in regional
languages immediately after the Hindi broadcast.

<><>ANUPAM/1841
MEA-PM VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be on a four-day visit to Uzbekistan
and Kyrgyz Republic starting this Saturday. Addressing a press conference
in New Delhi, External Affairs Ministry Secretary (West) Sibi George said
that on the first leg of his visit, the Prime Minister will undertake a two-day
State Visit to Tashkent, Uzbekistan at the invitation of the President of
Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev. During the visit, Mr Modi will hold
delegation-level talks with President Mirziyoyev to further strengthen the
strategic partnership between India and Uzbekistan. He informed that the
two leaders will also review cooperation in trade and investment, defence,
digital connectivity, energy, education and people-to-people domains and
set the agenda for the road ahead.

[S/B- SIBI GEORGE]

From Tashkent, the Prime Minister will travel to Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
to participate in the 26th Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
Summit on the 31% of this month at the invitation of the President of
Kyrgyz Republic Sadyr Zhaparov. The Secretary noted that during the two-
day visit, Prime Minister Modi will address the Summit where he will
highlight India’s priorities of Security, Connectivity and Opportunity at the
forum. The Prime Minister is also scheduled to hold bilateral meetings with
SCO leaders on the sidelines of the Summit. He will also attend the
Opening Ceremony of the 6th World Nomad Games, a celebration of the
rich cultural heritage of Central Asia. External Affairs Ministry said that the
Summit marks the 25th anniversary of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, of which India has been a full member since 2017.

[S/B- SIBI GEORGE]
<<<>> PRIYA/DIPENDRA/1649
SANJIO EP-I 28.08.2026



REV. JAISHANKAR-PILGRIMS

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today met a group of 21
pilgrims belonging to Tamil Nadu in New Delhi who were rescued from
Nepal. The pilgrims had arrived in Kathmandu from the flood-affected area
yesterday and reached New Delhi this afternoon. In a social media post, Dr
Jaishankar thanked the government of Nepal and its Army for the rescue
efforts. He also appreciated the Indian Embassy in Kathmandu for
facilitating their smooth return to India. Later talking to media, Dr
Jaishankar said that the Government of India is working to support Nepal
in the relief and rescue of people following the flash flood. The Minister
said that he spoke to the Nepalese Foreign Minister this morning and
offered a range of support.

BYTE-JASIHANKAR
<https://x.com/ANI/status/2093291803802042578?s=20>

<><>RISHU/ANAND/1737
SANJIO EP-I 28.08.2026
PM-NORWAY KING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed grief over the passing
away of King Harald V of Norway. The Prime Minister recalled his meeting
with King Harald V during his visit to Norway earlier this year. In a social
media post, Mr Modi said that he was deeply touched by his warmth and
profound sense of service to the nation. He also conveyed condolences to
the Royal Family and the people of Norway.

<><>RISHU/DIPENDRA/1650 HRS
SANJIO EP-II 28.08.2026
NORWAY-KING- DEAD

Norway’s King Harald V died today at 89 at a hospital in Oslo.
Europe’s oldest monarch Harald became king in 1991 after the death of his
father, King Olav V, and was widely popular for modernising the monarchy.
He spent part of his childhood in exile in the United States after Nazi
Germany invaded Norway during World War II. His son, Crown Prince



Haakon, succeeds him as king.

<<<>>> JPG/PTI/1716
SANJIO EP-II 28-08-26

REV EVE NEPAL DAETH TOLL

The death toll from devastating flash floods in Nepal and Tibet has
risen to 547, with 1,545 people still missing, as rescue teams search
riverbanks and isolated settlements for survivors and bodies swept
downstream.Authorities have evacuated more than 800 people from
affected districts and issued fresh warnings after a magnitude 5.1
earthquake struck southwestern China, raising fears of further flooding. A
newly formed barrier lake near the source of the Bhote Koshi river system
and a reported breach of a water dam on the Tibet side has heightened
concerns of another surge. Residents in the Trishuli area were ordered to
evacuate as river levels rose, while road construction between Trishuli and
Rasuwa was suspended and heavy machinery withdrawn.Residents have
reported losing homes, shops and belongings as floodwaters swept through
the Trishuli and Dhobi river areas. Rescue operations remain difficult
because of rugged terrain and adverse weather.

<<<>>> JPG/PTI/1803

SANJIO EP-I 28.08.2026
INDIA - NEPAL FLASH FLOOD

External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that 320
Indian nationals remain uncontactable or are reportedly missing following
the flash flood tragedy on Wednesday. He said, around 100 people of
Indian origin, holding other nationalities also remain uncontactable.
Addressing the media in New Delhi today, Mr Jaiswal said that 63 Indian
nationals working at the Trishuli-1 Hydropower Project were rescued from
the affected area. He said, another 96 Indian nationals who were stranded
on the Chinese side have safely crossed into Nepal by land and efforts are
underway to evacuate them. Mr Jaiswal informed the media that twenty-
one Indian nationals from Tamil Nadu, who had arrived in Kathmandu from
the flood-affected area yesterday, have reached New Delhi this afternoon.

(Byte - Randhir Jaiswal)

On the Chinese side, Mr Jaiswal said that around 400 Indian nationals

are safe and in contact with their families. He said, the Indian Embassy in



Beijing is coordinating with local authorities, team leaders and travel
agents to facilitate their evacuation. Meanwhile, India has stepped up
humanitarian assistance to Nepal. Mr Jaiswal said that India has sent more
than 47 tonnes of emergency relief supplies aimed at supporting Nepal's
ongoing rescue and relief operations. He informed that a third relief flight
is expected to depart this evening, carrying around 13 tonnes of essential
supplies, including portable generator sets, food, water purification tablets
and medicines. <><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1631

SANJIO EP-I 28.08.2026
GOVT - SUGAR

The Government has said that there is no shortage of sugar in the
country and all necessary measures will be taken for adequate availability
of sugar at reasonable prices. Consumer Affairs Ministry said that ex-mill
sugar prices have declined by around 20 per cent in recent days, while
retail sugar prices have also started coming down. The Ministry said, it has
taken a series of proactive measures to ensure adequate availability of
sugar and prevent artificial tightening of supplies in the domestic market.
The Government has been closely monitoring sugar prices, stocks and
movement across the country. Government has decided to introduce a
fortnightly sugar allocation system from next month, replacing the existing
monthly quota system to ensure that sugar reaches the market in a timely
manner. Under the fortnightly quota, sugar mills will be required to sell at
least 40 per cent of the allocation in the first week and remaining quantity
in the succeeding week. The Ministry said, sugarcane crushing for the new
season will commence from 15th October and it is expected that more than
10 lakh tonnes of sugar will be produced during the month. The
Government has also permitted sugar mills to sell sugar produced during
October without restriction, ensuring that new-season production becomes
available in the domestic market at the earliest. Sugar production is
expected to be around 45 Lakh tonnes in November, providing substantial
additional supplies for domestic consumption.
<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1629
BISHAL EP-I 28.08.2026

PRIP SCHEME-APPLICATIONS



The Department of Pharmaceuticals has announced the second call
for applications under the Promotion of Research and Innovation in Pharma
and MedTech (PRIP) Scheme. The Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
today said that the scheme with a financial outlay of five thousand crore
rupees aims to strengthen India’s Pharma and MedTech research and
development ecosystem by supporting startups, MSMEs, and large
companies to leapfrog up the innovation value chain. Applications are
invited across two tracks which are early stage and later stage. The
Ministry said that the Application forms and supporting guidance are
available on the PRIP portal.<><>SAUMYA/BHANU/1429 HRS

BISHAL DP-I 28.08.2026
VP-SCHOOL CHILDREN RAKHI

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan today celebrated Raksha Bandhan
with school children at Uprashtrapati Bhavan. In a social media post, Mr
Radhakrishnan said that Raksha Bandhan symbolises the beautiful bond of
love, trust and protection. <><>SAUMYA/BHANU/1226 HRS

BISHAL DP-I 28.08.2026
IMD WEATHER-DAY

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange
color warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall over Odisha and Bihar till
tomorrow. Heavy rainfall is also likely to prevail over Eastern Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Eastern Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Sub Himalayan West
Bengal and North Eastern states of the country today. IMD said that
thunderstorms accompanied with lightning and gusty winds are expected
over Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh and Odisha during the
next two days. Similar conditions are also likely to prevail over Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal till tomorrow. The Weather
Department has also advised fishermen not to venture into parts of South-
West Arabian Sea and South-West Bay of Bengal till 1st of September.

<><>SAUMYA/BHANU/1307 HRS



BISHAL DP-I 28.08.2026
VP- R PRAGGNANANDHAA

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan has congratulated Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa on becoming the first Indian player to win the prestigious
Grand Chess Tour title. In a social media post, Mr Radhakrishnan said that
this historic triumph is a testament to Praggnanandhaa’s exceptional talent,
determination, composure and relentless pursuit of excellence. He said that
Praggnanandhaa’s remarkable achievement once again showcases the
growing stature of Indian chess on the world stage. The Vice President also
wished him continued success in scaling greater heights and bringing many
more laurels to the nation.<><>SAUMYA/BHANU/1323 HRS

BISHAL DP-1I 28.08.2026
REV PM - JANDHAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the Jan Dhan Yojana has
delivered unprecedented scale and transformative outcomes, with an
unparalleled impact in the last 12 years. In a social media post, Mr Modi
said that Jan Dhan Yojana is playing a significant role in advancing financial
inclusion and empowering people across the country. Under the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, more than 59 crore accounts have been
opened so far, with total deposits amounting to three lakh 17 thousand
crore rupees. The scheme was launched by Prime Minister Modi on this day
in 2014. As the world’s largest financial inclusion initiative, the scheme
continues to redefine access to banking for all Indians. Under the scheme
78 per cent of the accounts have been opened in rural or semi-urban
areas, and approximately 56 per cent of accounts are owned by women.

<><>DIPENDRA/1225

SANJIO EP-II 28.08.2026

EVE SQUASH - BUDAPEST OPEN

India’s Velavan Senthilkumar will take on Hungary’s Balazs Farkas in
the final of the PSA Budapest Squash Open tonight. Velavan stormed into
the title clash with a thrilling 3-2 victory over compatriot Veer Chotrani in
the semifinals last night. Farkas, the local favorite and World No. 55,
booked his place in the final with a straight-games 3-0 victory over Egypt’s
Moustafa Elsirty. <<<>>> JPG/CB/NET/1732



