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NSD
REV. EVE. UPI-TEN YEARS:

The Unified Payments Interface (UPI), which was launched on this day in
2016, has completed ten years of transforming digital payments in India.
The unprecedented scale and reliability achieved by UPI have earned
global recognition, with the system now operational across eleven
countries. It has emerged as one of the most successful pillars of India’s
Digital Public Infrastructure, providing an inter-operable, real-time
payments platform. The UPI has surged almost 13,000-fold in transaction
volume. Finance Ministry said that the annual transaction volume increased
from just 1.78 crore transactions in 2016-17 to over 24,162 crore
transactions in 2025-26. The transaction value also rose sharply from 7,000
crore rupees to nearly 314 lakh crore rupees during the same time period.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has hailed the decade-long success of
Unified Payments Interface. In a social media post, the Prime Minister
described UPI as a major turning point in India’s digital payments journey.
Calling upon the countrymen to share their UPI experiences, he stated that
the sheer scale and reach of UPI are something every Indian must be
proud of. Our correspondent reports that by bridging the digital divide,
advancing financial inclusion, and expanding access to digital financial
services, UPI has empowered individuals and communities across the
country while driving broad-based economic participation. UPI has
emerged as the backbone of India’s digital payments ecosystem and a
critical driver of financial inclusion. In just a decade, UPI has transformed
the scale of digital payments in the country - making transactions faster,



simpler and more accessible. The unprecedented scale and reliability
achieved by UPI have also received global recognition. UPI is now
operational across eleven countries, including France, Singapore, UAE, Sri
Lanka, Bhutan and Mauritius. Today, one out of every two real-time digital
payment transactions globally happens in India. As of 2025, UPI accounts
for nearly 49 per cent of the world’s real-time payment transaction volume.

<><>

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval today held Special Representatives
talks with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Beijing on the India-China
boundary issue and improvement of relations between the two countries.
Both Doval and Wang are the designated Special Representatives for the
boundary talks mechanism, which was established in 2003 to
comprehensively address the dispute of the India-China border spanning
over three thousand four hundred kilometers. Prior to the talks, Mr Doval,
who reached Beijing on a two-day visit yesterday, called on Chinese Vice
President Han Zhang.

<><>

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar held wide-ranging talks with his
Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov in Moscow last night. In a social media
post, Dr. Jaishankar said, they discussed bilateral cooperation and
multilateral issues. The state-run TASS news agency said, the current
situation surrounding Ukraine, Iran, and Afghanistan was also discussed by
the two foreign ministers. Earlier, Dr. Jaishankar called on Russian
President Vladimir Putin, as the two sides discussed economic ties,
focussing on key areas such as trade, energy, fertilisers and nuclear
cooperation.

SC-CENTRE CREAMY LAYER: The Supreme Court today agreed to
consider setting up a special bench to hear the Centre’s plea on OBC
creamy-layer criteria. The Centre is seeking clarification on the applicability
of the March 11 judgment of the Apex Court for candidates of the Civil
Services Examination 2025. The Department of Personnel and Training,
DoPT, has sought directions allowing the government to proceed with
service allocation for the 958 candidates recommended by the Union Public
Service Commission. The DoPT wants the allocation to be based on the



OBC creamy-layer criteria applied before the March 11 verdict. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Centre, told a bench headed by
Chief Justice Surya Kant, along with Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V.
Mohana, that the DoPT had filed a miscellaneous application in a disposed-
of matter seeking urgent directions. He said the matter needed to be listed
before a bench headed by Justice P. S. Narasimha.

SHIVRAJ — AGRI:

Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
stressed on the importance of training young students with agriculture
degree programs. Inaugurating a Conference of Vice Chancellors and
Director of ICAR Institutes in New Delhi today, Mr Chauhan said, it is the
need of the hour that AI be inculcated in the agricultural education
pedagogy. Talking about agri education, the Minister said, such education
can not be taught in a classroom rather it should be in farms, amongst
other farmers. He insisted Universities to transform their pedagogy by
including AI based tools to stay updated with the burgeoning needs of the
hour. He appealed Vice Chancellors to make informal relationship with their
students so that they can get the best out of them.

GYANESH KUMAR

Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar has said, Booth Level Officers
are the foundation of India’s democracy. The Chief Election Commissioner,
who is on a two day visit to Uttar Pradesh, attended an interaction
programme with around 500 Booth Level Officers in Lucknow today. The
programme focused on making the electoral process more effective,
transparent, accessible and citizen-centric.

DDWS-GRAM SAMVAD:

The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation today organised the 10th
edition of the multilingual Sujal Gram Samvad virtually, providing a
platform for direct interaction with Gram Panchayat representatives and
local communities on operation and maintenance of rural drinking water
systems. Chairing the interaction, Secretary of the Department, Ashok K.K.
Meena emphasised the importance of learning from grassroots experiences,



challenges and solutions in rural water supply. He highlighted the efforts
being undertaken by Gram Panchayats towards regular water supply, water
quality, community awareness, grievance redressal, financial management,
source protection and greywater management. Highlighting the importance
of community ownership and Jan Bhagidari, the Secretary urged Gram
Panchayats to take greater responsibility for the operation and
maintenance of rural water supply systems.

DAY IMD- WEATHER:

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange alert for
isolated heavy to heavy rainfall over Eastern Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh during the day. According to IMD, Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh is expected to experience heavy rainfall during the next
three days.Talking to Akashvani News, Senior IMD Scientist Akhil
Srivastava said that subdued rainfall activity will continue over the
peninsular part of the country during the next three days. Byte- Akhil
Srivastava Meanwhile, IMD predicted moderate rainfall at many places
across Delhi during the day.

REV. EVE CRICKET- IND VS SL:

In Men’s Cricket, hosts Sri Lanka were 265 for eight against India in their
first innings as rain forced early stumps on day three of the Colombo Test.
Sri Lanka are trailing by 238 runs. Sonal Dinusha on 85 and Lahiru Kumara
on 8 were at the crease. For India, Prasidh Krishna and Manav Suthar have
bagged three wickets each while Mohammed Siraj and Ravindra Jadeja got
one wicket each. Earlier, visitors declared their first innings at 503 powered
by Dhruv Jurel and Devdutt Padikkal's centuries. India are currently leading
the two match series 1-nil. India need to win this match to move into
fourth place in the race for the 2025-27 World Test Championship final.
Australia are at the top, followed by South Africa and New Zealand



