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REV CABINET - PROJECTS

The Union Cabinet today approved five projects, including four railway
projects and one highway project. Briefing media after the Cabinet meeting in
New Delhi today, Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said
that the projects worth 13 thousand 41 crore rupees were approved today by the
Union Cabinet under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Mr Vaishnaw informed that four multitracking projects of Railway will cover
eight districts across West Bengal, Odisha, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.
These projects are Kharagpur Bhadrak 4th line, Bhadrak - Haridaspur 4th line,
Gummidipundi - Gudur 3rd and 4th line and Cuttack - Paradeep 3rd and 4th line.
This will add about 410 kilometer to Indian Railways network. Mr Vaishnaw
informed that with total estimated cost of nine thousand 450 crore rupees, the
projects are scheduled for completion by 2030-31. The Minister said that the
increased line capacity will significantly enhance mobility, resulting in improved



operational efficiency and service reliability for Indian Railways. The proposed
multi-tracking projects will enhance connectivity to approximately six thousand
448 villages, which are having a population of about 60 lakhs.

(Byte - Ashwini Vaishnaw)

The proposed capacity enhancement will improve rail connectivity to
several prominent tourist destinations across the country, including Kuldiha
Wildlife Sanctuary, Bhitarkanika National Park, Maa Bhadrakali temple, Maa
Dhamarai temple, Panchalingeswar Temple, Pulicat Lake, Nelapattu Bird
Sanctuary, Lord Veeraraghava Perumal Temple, Dhabaleswar Temple and
Lalitgiri (a Buddhist site). The projects are essential routes for transportation of
commodities such as coal, iron ore, cement, iron and steel, container, automobile
and food grains.

Mr Vaishnaw informed that Union Cabinet has also approved the
upgradation of the Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi-Sonbarsa Section of NH-22 to four-
Lane Standard in Bihar. He said, the 82.57 kilometer project will be developed
under the Hybrid Annuity Mode at a total capital cost of over three thousand 590
crore rupees. He said, the proposed project holds significant strategic and
economic relevance due to its integration with Bihar's expanding National
Highway network. The project is expected to enable faster and safer movement
of passengers and freight, improve travel efficiency and strengthen regional
connectivity. It has been designed for a speed of 100 kilometer per hour with an
average speed of 80 kilometer per hour, ensuring fast and safe travel.

<><>ANUPAM/PHONE/DIPENDRA/1553
<><><>

Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari today said the
government’s foremost priority is to provide high-quality infrastructure while
maintaining cost-effectiveness. He emphasized that there can be no compromise
on the quality of infrastructure development. Mr Gadkari was addressing the
fourth edition of the Tunnels and Bridges Conference 2026 in New Delhi.

<><><>

Union Minister of Education Pralhad Joshi today met with senior officials of
the Department of Higher Education to review the implementation of the
initiative to provide free online coaching to youth preparing for competitive
examinations. The programme builds on the announcement made by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi during his Independence Day address.

<><><>

President Droupadi Murmu today advised public servants to use social
media platforms not only to inform and engage citizens, but also to listen to their
concerns, understand them and respond appropriately. She stressed that when
information travels rapidly, accuracy, credibility and public interest must always
guide official communication. She said this during her interaction with the Officer



Trainees of Indian Information Service and Indian Statistical Service at
Rashtrapati Bhawan.

<><><>
PARAS EP-1 19.08.2026

YOUNG WORKFORCE REPORT

Young workers are driving the growth of India's formal employment, with
79 per cent of new Universal Account Numbers generated during 2025-26
belonging to people aged between 18 and 30 years. According to a report, Pulse
FY2026, more than 57,000 new UANs were generated during the year. The 21 to
25 age group accounted for over 35 per cent of these accounts, making it the
largest group entering formal employment.

The report also found that nearly 59 per cent of new Employees' Provident
Fund Organisation subscribers in 2024-25 were aged between 18 and 25,
highlighting the growing contribution of young workers to India's formal
economy.

According to the report, nearly 64,000 apprenticeship contracts were
facilitated under the National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme. The automotive
sector accounted for more than 51 per cent of these contracts. Women
accounted for nearly 28 per cent of new UANs generated during 2025-26 and
received 26 per cent of apprenticeship contracts.

The report also highlighted the growing importance of smaller cities, with
nearly 69 per cent of the workforce deployed across tier-II and tier-III cities. It
said India's organised workforce is also becoming more educated. Around 96 per
cent of workers have completed at least Class 10, while 61 per cent have
completed Class 12 or higher. About 30 per cent hold graduate or postgraduate
qualifications.

<><><>
RR/PTI/1659 Hrs

Iran's Armed Forces Chief of Staff, Major General Ali Abdollahi, has
warned that countries on the southern shores of the Persian Gulf should not
assist or facilitate US military forces. The Armed Forces Chief said, Tehran is
closely monitoring military activity at regional bases. His warning comes as the
US-Iran conflict enters its fourth month, while the Pentagon evaluates its military
footprint in West Asia with a view to reducing its presence.

<><><>



In the BWF Badminton World Championships, India’s mixed doubles pair of
Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha Crasto stormed into the pre-quarterfinals in New Delhi.
Home favourites Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty have also advanced
to the pre-quarterfinals after receiving a walkover. However, Men's Singles player
Lakshya Sen and women's singles player Unnati Hooda bowed out of the
tournament.

<><><>

In Men’s Cricket, India beat host Sri Lanka by 165 runs in the first Test of
the two-match series in Galle today. India now leads the two-match series, 1-nil.
Chasing a target of 372, Sri Lanka were bowled out for 206 during the post-lunch
session on Day 5, handing India a comfortable victory.



