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LS JAISHANKAR PAK: External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar today
said that India’s relations with Pakistan can only move ahead in an
environment free of terror, hostility and violence. In a written reply in Lok
Sabha, Dr Jaishankar said that Pakistan continues to follow the policy of
cross-border terrorism and using terrorism as an instrument of state policy
against India. The Minister said that India withdrew Most Favoured Nation
(MFN) Status to Pakistan, and hiked customs duty on all goods originating
in or exported from Pakistan to 200 percent after the Pulwama terror
attack. India took a number of diplomatic steps, including holding Indus
Waters Treaty in abeyance, closing Attari check-post, restricting visas, and
downsizing diplomatic and official presence at the respective Missions
following Pulwama terror attack. Dr Jaishankar stated that military action
targeting terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Jammu
and Kashmir was also undertaken. The External Affairs Minister informed
that at present, India and Pakistan maintain their respective diplomatic
Missions in each other’s capital. Both sides continue to have functional



engagements, including DGMO-level talks, exchange of pre-notification of
flight testing of ballistic missiles, exchange of list of nuclear installations,
and exchange of list of prisoners in each other’s custody.

LS INDIA UNSC: The Government today said India has been advocating
for early commencement of text-based negotiations with clearly laid out
timelines and milestones regarding permanent membership for India in an
expanded United Nations Security Council (UNSC). In a written reply in Lok
Sabha, Minister of State for External Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh today said
that India consistently highlights the need for expanding both permanent
and non-permanent categories in UNSC and greater representation of the
developing countries, with emphasis on the Global South. The External
Affairs Ministry has taken up the matter of permanent membership for
India both bilaterally and multilaterally at various levels, including at the
highest levels. The MoS said that Ministry's engagements in this regard
cover various countries, including all five permanent members of the UNSC.
Mr Singh said that the government strongly believes that India has all the
credentials to be a permanent member of a reformed and expanded UNSC
that reflects contemporary global realities.

FUR REV MEA- BRIEFING: India has rejected the objections raised by a
US lawmaker on the proposed Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill saying that its legislative matters are its internal affairs in
which the decisions are taken by the Parliament. External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said this during media briefing in New Delhi
while replying to a question in this regard. Mr Jaiswal pointed out that
there are several nations including the US which regulate the flow of
foreign funds. (BYTE- JAISWAL) On safety and security of Indian
vessels and seafarers, Mr Jaiswal said, New Delhi attaches high
priority to the issue. On last night's telephonic conversation between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, the MEA spokesperson said both leaders discussed the ongoing
situation and developments in West Asia. He added that the call was made
from the Israeli side. He added that India has Special Strategic
Partnership with the country. The spokesperson said that during the



conversation between the two leaders, strengthening the
cooperation across various sectors was discussed.

RIJIJU - PARL REAX: Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
has said that both Houses of Parliament are functioning and legislative
business is being carried out despite disruptions by Opposition members.
Talking to reporters at Parliament premises, Mr. Rijiju said the Lok Sabha
has passed the MSME Bill today. He said discussions have been limited in
both the houses due to repeated commotion and slogan-shouting by
Congress and other Opposition parties. The Minister also clarified that
there is no proposal for extending the Monsoon Session through a special
session at present. On demands by the Opposition for Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to speak in the House, Mr. Rijiju said the government decides
which Minister will respond to a particular issue, with the approval of the
Chair.

LS - RAILWAY - FOOD QUALITY: Indian Railways serves about 58 crore
meals every year, and only 0.0008 per cent of food quality-related
complaints are received on an average. In a written reply to a question in
Lok Sabha, Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said that during the last
three years appropriate penal actions have been taken by IRCTC in this
regard. He informed that these actions included the imposition of fines
amounting to over five crore rupees, the issuance of 54 show-cause
notices, and the termination of six contracts, along with the debarment of
licensees for violations of food quality and hygiene. The Minister informed
that regular and surprise inspections are conducted by Railway, IRCTC
officials, including Food Safety Officers, to ensure quality, hygiene, safety
and regulatory compliance. Mr Vaishnaw informed that CCTV Cameras
have been installed in Base Kitchens for real-time and better monitoring of
food preparation.

GeM - TEN YEARS: India's national public procurement platform,
Government e-Marketplace (GeM) has achieved a cumulative Gross
Merchandise Value of over 20 lakh crore rupees in the last ten years. GeM
was launched on 9th August 2016 to transform public procurement through



technology, transparency, efficiency and good governance. Addressing a
press conference in New Delhi, GeM CEO Mihir Kumar said that the GeMs
business has grown from 422 crore rupees in 2016-17 to over twenty lakh
crore rupees now. He said that over the past decade, GeM has emerged as
a cornerstone of India's digital governance ecosystem. Mr Kumar informed
that according to a study done by IIT Delhi, the items sold on GeM was
cheaper on 74 per cent items in comparison with other e marketplace like
Amazon, Flipkart and India Mart.

EVE KERALAM RAIN: Red alert indicating extremely heavy rainfall has
been issued for four northern districts of Keralam. Kozhikode, Kannur,
Wayanad, and Kasaragod, which were under Orange alert until the
afternoon, have now been upgraded to a red alert. Orange alert, predicting
isolated very heavy rainfall, remains in force for four other districts. Yellow
alert, forecasting isolated heavy rainfall, has been declared for the
remaining six districts.

EVE KOREA MASTERS BADMINTON: In Badminton, Indian shuttlers
Rakshitha Ramraj and Ashmita Chaliha have entered the women's singles
semi-finals of the Korea Masters in Asan. Rakshitha defeated compatriot
Tanvi Sharma 18-21, 21-19, 21-18 in the quarterfinal match today. Ashmita
and Rakshitha will face each other in the semifinal tomorrow. Meanwhile,
India's men's doubles campaign came to an end after Pruthvi
Krishnamurthy Roy and Krishna Prasad Garaga lost to the Malaysian duo of
Man Wei Chong and Soh Wooi Yik in the quarter final.



