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SANJIO EP-I 06-08-2026
TEXTILES-HANDLOOM DAY

Ministry of Textiles will organize a national function at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan Cultural Centre tomorrow to celebrate 12th National Handloom
Day. President Droupadi Mumru will join the event as the chief guest, with
Union Textiles Minister Giriraj Singh and Minister of State Pabitra
Margherita attending the programme. The Textiles Ministry said that the
function aims to celebrate India’s rich handloom heritage and recognize the
contribution of the handloom weaving community to the nation's cultural
and economic development.

According to the Ministry, a major highlight of the celebrations will be
the presentation of the Sant Kabir Handloom Awards and the National
Handloom Awards for the year 2025. A total of 22 awards, comprising
three Sant Kabir Handloom Awards and nineteen National Handloom
Awards, will be conferred upon the handloom weavers for their
craftsmanship, innovation and contribution to the preservation of India's
handloom traditions. Four commemorative postage stamps celebrating the
country's rich and diverse handloom weaving traditions will be released on
the occasion. Two publications-Earth. Root. Thread - Aal Dyed Handloom
Textiles of Central India and the Handloom Awards Book 2025 will also be
unveiled during the function.

PRIYA/1715

SANJIO : PAWAN EPP 06.08.2026
REV. RS - APPROPRIATION BILL

Parliament has passed the Appropriation (No - 3) Bill, 2026, with the
Rajya Sabha returning the legislation to the Lok Sabha after a discussion.
The Lok Sabha had already passed the bill. When the House assembled at
2:45 after the second adjournment, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
moved the bill for consideration and return. It provides for the
authorisation of the appropriation of money from the Consolidated Fund of
India to meet amounts spent on certain services during the financial year
ended on the 31st March 2023 in excess of the amounts granted for those
services for that year. The government has sought over 54 thousand crore
rupees to meet certain excess expenditure. It will be spent on repayment
of debt.



Replying to the debate, Finance Minister Sitharaman said that the
Government has sought approval for excess expenditure incurred during
the financial year 2023. She highlighted that the demand for excess grants
pertains to two specific items identified by the Public Accounts Committee
in its 39th report presented to the House in April this year. Mr Sitharaman
stated that one is an excess demand of over 196 crore rupees, which
relates to the Ministry of Railways, and the second, 53 thousand 871 crore
rupees, pertains to repayment of debt.

(S/B- NIRMALA SITHARAMAN)

<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1650

SANJIO EP I

6.8.26

CABINET GOBARDHAN

Union Cabinet today approved GOBARdhan, the National Circular Bioenergy
Scheme, with a total outlay of 23 thousand 731 crore rupees. Briefing
media in New Delhi this afternoon, Information and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said this will create 1.5 lakh jobs. GOBARdhan marks a
defining moment in India’s clean energy journey. It will transform the
country’s abundant agricultural residue, cattle dung, press mud, municipal
organic waste and other biomass resources into clean fuel, organic
manure, rural income and national economic value.

The Scheme will be implemented from 2026-27 to 2035-36 and will
establish Compressed Biogas as a major pillar of India’s future energy mix.
The Scheme aims to increase domestic Compressed Biogas, CBG
production nearly ten-fold, mobilize large-scale private investment and
create a vibrant circular bioeconomy across the country.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs also approved
construction of 4 Lane Highway from Baihara Chariali near Guwahati to
Tezpur along NH - 15 in Assam with a total project length of 135.87
kilometres worth over 8970 crore rupees. The project will be developed on
Built-Operate -Transfer (BOT) Toll Mode. The project envisages
construction of an Emergency Landing Facility in Tezpur Bypass which has
been finalised in coordination with Indian Air Force. The project includes
construction of five major bypasses of 58.7 Kilometres, which will ease



congestion on stretches passing through densely populated areas such as
Baihata Chariali, Sipajhar, Kharupetia, Dekiajuli, and Tezpur. The project
will increase average travel speeds by 100 percent, reduce travel time to
half, improve overall road safety, enhance fuel efficiency, and lower vehicle
operating costs, thereby enhancing regional mobility and socio-economic
development.

Anupam/Ph/Suparna/1627 hrs

SANJIO EP-1 06-08-2026

EVE JOSHI- CII CONFERENCE

Union Minister of New and Renewable Energy Pralhad Joshi today
said that the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana has crossed fifty lakh
beneficiary households in India. Addressing the CII International Energy
Conference and Exhibition in New Delhi, the Minister highlighted that
currently nineteen lakh households are receiving zero electricity bills. Mr
Joshi said that with the scheme, over twelve lakh households have earned
four hundred and twenty-one crore rupees by selling the surplus electricity.
Talking about the non-fossil capacity, he said that the country is well on
the path to achieve the target of 500 gigawatts by 2030. He also
reaffirmed the government's commitment to maintaining close dialogue
with industry stakeholders to address sector challenges and pursue new
opportunities.

BYTE - JOSHI

The Minister also informed that the pace of installations of rooftop
solar has increased more than 3.2 times in just nine months from five
thousand installations per day in October 2025 to over 16 thousand per
day in July 2026.

SAMARTH/SAUMYA/AMAN/1618

SANJIO : PAWAN EPP 06.08.2026
LS-GADKARI-TOLL

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari has
said that user fee at fee plazas on National Highways is collected only in
accordance with the provisions of the National Highways Fee
(Determination of Rates and Collection) Rules, 2008 and the respective
Concession Agreements. In a written reply in Lok Sabha today, Mr Gadkari



said that no such pass, namely Mechanical Pass, is issued to commercial
vehicles at National Highway fee plaza and no such National Highway
stretch has been identified for illegal collection. The Minister informed that
the Government has issued various instructions and Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) to ensure transparency and operational integrity in user
fee collection at National Highway fee plazas. In this regard, the National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has issued a Standard Operating
Procedure for Operational Transparency in Tolling Operations, which
provides for surprise inspections and regular monitoring to ensure that all
cash and FASTag transactions are processed only through the Toll
Management System Software.

<><> BISHAL/1733
PM - CO-CEO OF NETFLIX

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met the Co-CEO of Netflix, Ted
Sarandos in New Delhi. The Prime Minister said in a social media post that
India has a rich tradition of storytelling and an extraordinary pool of
creative talent, which can be leveraged to strengthen the country's position
as a global hub for content creation. Mr Modi said that they discussed the
immense potential of India's media and entertainment sector.

[S/B - PM MODI ON CONTENT - 27 SECS]

Meanwhile, Netflix India has said, the two leaders discussed their
shared vision of taking India's media and entertainment industry to the
global stage. The streaming platform also announced the launch of the
Netflix India Storytelling Initiative, an investment aimed at nurturing the
next generation of India's creative talent through skilling and education
partnerships with the Indian Institute of Creative Technologies (IICT) and
the National Film Development Corporation.



