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SITHARAMAN-NICDIT MEET

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that the focus must
now move beyond project approvals to the timely completion of
infrastructure, land allotment, investment, and commencement of
production. She urged states to resolve bottlenecks related to land,
connectivity, utilities, statutory clearances, and the powers of project-
specific Special Purpose Vehicles. The Finance Minister said yesterday this
while chairing the 3rd Meeting of the Apex Monitoring Authority of the
National Industrial Corridor Development and Implementation Trust in New
Delhi. During the meeting, the Finance Minister highlighted Industrial
Corridors as an important pillar of the Government of India's strategy to
expand manufacturing, strengthen logistics competitiveness, and foster



globally competitive industrial ecosystems. She said that Industrial Corridor
development should be taken forward in the spirit of Team India. She also
stressed the need for integrated planning through PM GatiShakti and the
continued use of investor-friendly land allotment mechanisms. Union
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal advocated for faster,
outcome-oriented implementation of Industrial Corridor projects, with a
greater focus on timely investment and operationalization. He called for
focused investor outreach and stronger marketing of industrial nodes,
including leveraging opportunities arising from India's Free Trade Union
Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal
participated.

SC- ELECTION BLACK MONEY

The Supreme Court has directed authorities to ensure timely investigation
and conclusion of criminal cases involving suspected black money seized
during elections. A bench of Justices Sanjay Karol and N K Singh said black
money in the electoral process can compromise democracy, the rule of law
and the electoral process itself. The court directed that election-related
seizures of cash or assets must be reported to the District Magistrate,
Additional District Magistrate or competent court within 24 hours, along
with reasons linking the seizure to a suspected electoral offence. It said,
the investigating officer must make every effort to complete the probe
within one year and any delay must be recorded and reported to the
Election Commission. The court also directed quarterly status reports on
such investigations and said cash seizures of more than 10 lakh rupees by
Static Surveillance Teams must be reported to income tax authorities. The
directions came as the Apex court was hearing a Karnataka government
plea related to large-scale black money seizures during the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections in Bellary.

JHARKHAND-PROTEST

In Jharkhand, following a 24-day protest by JPSC and JSSC aspirants, the
state government has canceled the 2024 JSSC-CGL examination and all
competitive examinations conducted by the TDPL agency. Chief Minister
Hemant Soren announced the decision yesterday evening after chairing a
special Cabinet meeting. The state government has also ordered a



comprehensive probe into recruitment examinations conducted by the
Jharkhand Public Service Commission (JPSC) and the Jharkhand Staff
Selection Commission (JSSC) since 2014. However, student leader Piyush
Kumar stated that the decision was only the first step. He added that the
protesters' demands regarding the 11th to 13th JPSC examinations and a
CBI probe are still pending.

KHARIF CROPS- AUGUST DATA: The Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare has informed that the progress of area coverage under
Kharif Crops has recorded more than one thousand lakh hectare area as of
14th of this month. It added that the rice has been grown over more than
379 lakh hectare area, while Oilseeds was sown over more than 184 lakh
hectare area. According to the Ministry, Shri Anna cum Coarse cereals were
cultivated in over 172 lakh hectare area. It added that more than 107 lakh
hectare area was covered with Cotton.

EVE- IMD

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red colour warning for
very heavy rainfall to extremely heavy rainfall over Jharkhand for
tomorrow. The Weather Agency forecast heavy to very heavy rainfall over
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, East Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Odisha and
West Uttar Pradesh tomorrow. The Met Department also predicted
thunderstorms accompanied with lightning and gusty winds over Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka and Andaman and Nicobar Islands
for next two to three days.

KERALAM-VIZHINJAM SEA PORT

In Keralam, direct exports and imports from Vizhinjam Sea Port will begin
today. Chief Minister VD Satheesan will inaugurate the service at 10.45 AM.
Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal will
be the chief guest. "Direct exports and imports of cargo through
Vizhinjam Port in Keralam will begin today, marking a new phase
in the port's operations. Until now, Vizhinjam has functioned
primarily as an international transshipment hub.




TEST CRICKET- IND VS SL

In Men’s Cricket, India will look to press home their advantage against Sri
Lanka on the fourth day of the first Test in Galle, after taking a
commanding lead of 178 runs at the end of Day Three. Earlier, India were
dismissed for 462 in their first innings after adding just two runs to their
overnight total of 460 for nine. Devdutt Padikkal top-scored with 167, while
KL Rahul made 82. The second and final Test of the series will be played in
Colombo from the 23rd of this month.

DURAND CUP

NorthEast United FC staged a remarkable second-half comeback to
defeat Shillong Lajong 5-2 and enter the semi-finals of the Durand Cup
football tournament. With the win, NorthEast United have reached the
Durand Cup semi-finals for the fourth consecutive time.



