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PM-UZBEKISTAN:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is reaching Uzbekistan today. The business
between both countries has increased manifold in recent years and the
upcoming visit of PM Modi is expected to increase the business
oppertunities to both countries. India is among top 10 trade partners of
Uzbekistan with bilateral trade of around one billion. Both countries want
to double this figure in the next three years. The major items of India’s
exports are pharmaceutical products, mechanical equipment, vehicle parts,
services, frozen buffalo meat, optical instruments and equipment and
mobile phones. India’s import from Uzbekistan consists largely of fruit and
vegetable products, services, fertilizers, juice products and extracts, and
lubricants. Talking to Aakashwani News Alisher Shaykhov, advisor to the
chairman of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Uzbekistan said
that both countries have the potential to double their business in the
coming years and the sectors will be predominantly related to health
Pharma IT and agriculture. Speaking to Aakashwani, Smita Pant the
Ambassador of India in Uzbekistan said that both countries will also discuss
of connectivity issue.

UP-RAJNATH:

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that India has emerged not
merely as a major economy but as a nation confident in its civilisational
heritage, culture and capabilities. Addressing the 11th Convocation
ceremony of Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University in Lucknow, Shri
Singh said that when India speaks today, the world listens. The Defence
Minister said that the biggest transformation in New India is that the
country is no longer merely following global rules but is also contributing in
making rules. The Defence Minister said that national pride in language,



culture, and civilisation enhances a nation's self-reliance and progress. He
said that India is in a better position and the government is focused on
making India stronger in all ways - economically, mentally, culturally. Mr
Singh also said that universities should have the purpose of nation-building
beyond degree distribution. He said that educational institutions must
nurture young people with a passion for nation-building, committed to the
ideals of justice, equality, liberty, and fraternity. (Byte...RAJNATH) Shri
Singh also highlighted that there have been improvements in the quality,
accessibility, and affordability of education in India in the last 12 years. He
added that expenditure in Research & Development has doubled and a
new National Education Policy has been implemented after 34 years. Shri
Singh said these changes have motivated Indian youth to create many
startups, unicorns, and advanced technologies.

SITHARAMAN US VISIT:

Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman today
highlighted India’s broad-based growth, reform momentum and expanding
opportunities for long-term investment in Chicago. The Finance Minister
today addressed a high-level Business Roundtable with leading investors
and business leaders. A key focus of the meeting was “Manufacture in
India — for India and for the world”, with opportunities across
manufacturing, AI & digital, financial services, infrastructure, food
processing, defence and advanced technologies. In her address to the
investors, the Union Finance Minister outlined "Why India, Why Now" — a
combination of strong domestic demand, investment-led growth,
macroeconomic resilience, a deep talent pool and rapidly expanding digital
and physical infrastructure. As global companies reassess supply chains
and capital allocation, India offers not only scale as a market, but
increasing depth as a long-term investment and operating platform.

INDIA - NEPAL FLASH FLOOD

The External Affairs Ministry has said that 88 Indian nationals have
been rescued so far in Nepal following flash flood tragedy on Wednesday.
In a social media post, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said that 287 Indian nationals are reportedly missing. He said,
around 128 people of Indian origin, holding other nationalities also remain



missing. Mr Jaiswal informed that four Indian nationals were rescued today
from a hydropower project in Rasuwa. He added that 120 Indian nationals
crossed into Nepal from China today. The Ministry said, six forensic expert
teams from India are expected to reach Kathmandu today to assist in
analysis of DNA samples for identification of mortal remains. A specialized
technical team for tunnel rescue reconnaissance reached Kathmandu
yesterday and started working to assist in tunnel rescue in the impacted
area. Based on their recommendation, a specialized tunnel rescue team
from India with equipment is expected to reach Nepal today.

RAJNATH — NEPAL:

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that India is concerned about
the crisis situation in Nepal. Talking to reporters in Lucknow, Mr Singh said
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has stated that India is ready to provide
all the assistance needed by Nepal. The Defence Minister added that India
has been continuously sending assistance to the neighbouring country.

NEPAL-PREZ — FLOOD:

Nepal President Ramchandra Paudel today expressed gratitude to his
Indian counterpart Droupadi Murmu for her concern and the support
extended by the government of India following the devastating flash floods
in Nepal that left hundreds dead and caused widespread destruction.
Paudel also conveyed condolences over the tragic loss of Indian lives in the
aftermath of the catastrophic flood on Wednesday. Meanwhile, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) yesterday stated that 149 Indian nationals
crossed over safely into Nepal from China, while 320 people continue to
remain missing or not contactable, in the wake of the deadly floods in
Nepal. The death toll from the flash floods reached 616 while hundreds
remain missing, local media reported, citing officials. The massive flood
that struck Nepal's Rasuwa originated in the Tibetan region of China. It
swept through the transboundary Bhote Koshi River, leaving a trail of
destruction in the country.

NEPAL FLOODS-UNIDENTIFIED BODIES:



Nepal authorities have decided to bury 229 unidentified and unclaimed
bodies recovered from the devastating floods in the Bhote Koshi River in
southern Chitwan district. The decision was taken due to the deteriorating
condition of the bodies and concerns over the risk of infection. According
to the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Authority, a total
of 626 bodies recovered from the floods had been collected as of Saturday
morning. As the number of bodies continued to rise, Chitwan district faced
difficulties in preventing the remains from decomposing due to a lack of
adequate space and facilities at local hospitals. The bodies had been kept
under temporary arrangements. Health experts warned that the increasing
decomposition and foul smell from the bodies could raise the risk of
infection and potentially contribute to the spread of an epidemic. Following
the warning, the District Security Committee, Chitwan, decided to bury all
unidentified and unclaimed bodies in an open area in Devghat of Bharatpur
Metropolitan City. Authorities said DNA samples would be collected from all
the bodies before burial. Records will also be maintained using
identification or reference numbers so that the bodies can be identified in
the future, if possible.

GOVT - PER DROP MORE CROP:

The government has said that more than 115 lakh hectares of farmland
have been brought under micro-irrigation under the Per Drop More Crop
scheme as of July this year. The initiative aims to promote efficient use of
water at the farm level and improve water-use efficiency in agriculture. The
initiative began in January 2006 as the Centrally Sponsored Scheme for
Micro Irrigation. From 2015-16 to 2021-22, it was officially named Per Drop
More Crop and implemented as a core component of the Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana. Under this scheme, the government provides
financial assistance of up to five hectares per beneficiary to install micro
irrigation systems. Small and marginal farmers receive 55 per cent, and
other farmers receive 45 per cent financial assistance. Central assistance of
over eight thousand 123 crore rupees has been released in the last three
years. The scheme promotes precision water management to enhance crop
productivity and increase farmers' incomes.



