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GAURAV DP-1 17-08-2026

SITHARAMAN-BANKING EARLY

Government will soon constitute a high-level committee for Public
Sector Banks. Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said this after
inaugurating the two-day Public Sector Bank Conclave in New Delhi today.
The Finance Minister added that the committee will decide future course of
banking reforms by taking up issues and recommendations. She further
noted that bankers will set the tone of Viksit Bharat.

[S/B-NIRMALA SITHARAMAN]

The conclave brings together the leadership of Public Sector Banks
and Public Financial Institutions to deliberate on key priorities, emerging
opportunities, and the evolving landscape of the banking and financial
sector.

DIPENDRA/PH/PRIYA/1154 HRS

SJ MP-1 17.08.2026
REV. PM GATI SHAKTI - PROJECTS



A total three hundred ninety six infrastructure projects of different
ministries with an estimated cost of about 18.66 lakh crore rupees have
been recommended for approval under the PM Gati Shakti initiative till
date. The Ministry of Commerce and Industry said that among these
projects, two hundred fifty six projects have been sanctioned and out of
which, one hundred ninety eight projects are under implementation. It
added these projects have been evaluated through the Network Planning
Group (NPG) mechanism. This information was given by Minister of State
for Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Jitin Prasada in a written reply in
the Lok Sabha during the recent concluded Monsoon session of Parliament.

PM GatiShakti National Master Plan (PMGS NMP) is a Whole of
Government approach to bring together various Central Ministries and
Departments and States and UTs to ensure integrated planning and
coordinated execution of infrastructure projects. The Ministry said that
PMGS NMP aims to facilitate Ministries and States in data driven decision
making by utilizing geospatial data, satellite imagery and API integration to
monitor, plan, and optimize infrastructure development. It added that
PMGS NMP is facilitating Ministries and States in planning of their
respective infrastructure projects, to provide seamless and efficient
connectivity for the movement of people, goods, and services across
various modes of transport.

The Ministry also informed that so far fifty eight Central Ministries
and Departments and all 36 States and UTs have been onboarded on the
PMGS NMP. It covers all infrastructure sectors like road, rail, ports &
waterways, power, petroleum and natural gas, civil aviation,
telecommunications, industrial corridors, and others.

<><>SAMARTH/ 0727 HRS

SJ::SUMIT MP-1 17.08.2026
CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSIONER



Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar will today launch the
Electoral Literacy Club, ELC 2.0, in Patna. This initiative is being seen as an
important step towards giving a fresh impetus to electoral literacy, digital
engagement and meaningful participation of citizens in democracy. A
report...

[V/C - SAVITA PAREEK]

Keeping in view the growing digital connect of the youth, ELC 2.0 is
being launched. The Election Commission had started the Electoral Literacy
Clubs in the year 2018 with the aim of familiarizing young citizens with the
electoral process. Under ELC 2.0, the target has been set to form ELCs in
15 lakh schools, 70 thousand colleges and 1,420 universities across the
country over the next six months. All these ELCs will also be linked to the
Election Commission of India’s network - ECI Net.

In another programme, Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar
will interact with around 500 Booth Level Officers at Nalanda University in
Rajgir. Savita Pareek, Akashvani News, Patna.

SAVITA PAREEK,PATNA,MAIL/0800

GAURAV::SUMIT DP-1 17.08.2026
ASHOK DHAM STAMPEDE

In Bihar’s Lakhisarai district, seven women devotees have died in a
stampede at the Ashok Dham temple today during the third Monday of the
holy month of Sawan. A large crowd of devotees had gathered for the
ritual Jalabhishek of the deity when the incident occurred. More than ten
devotees have been seriously injured. The critically injured have been
referred to Patna Medical College Hospital, while others are being treated
at the district Sadar Hospital. Our correspondent reports that the stampede
took place this morning on the path leading from Ashok Dham station to
the temple. Preliminary information suggests the chaos was triggered by a
rumour that an electric current was flowing through a fallen electricity pole.
Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary has expressed grief over the incident and
directed the administration to ensure prompt and proper medical care for
the injured.

GAURAV DP-I 17-08-2026
PM-BIHAR STAMPEDE



Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed grief over the loss of
lives due to a stampede in Lakhisarai, Bihar. Mr Modi has prayed for the
speedy recovery of the injured. The Prime Minister assured that the local
administration is assisting those affected.

PRIYA/1125 HRS

DR. SAVITA PARIKH, PATNA ,MAIL/0931 HRS
GAURAV::SUMIT DP-I 17.08.2026

WB-FIRE

At least five people have died and several others have fallen ill after a
fire broke out at a hotel near Tarapith police station in Birbhum district in
West Bengal in the early hours of this morning. According to reports, the
fire first broke out at the hotel’s reception and quickly spread through the
four-storey building. Most of the guests were asleep when the fire broke
out. The hotel was reportedly packed with pilgrims who had arrived in
Tarapith, regarded as one of the most prominent and historically significant
religious centre in the state, to mark the last Monday of the month of
Shravan. The hotel owner has claimed that the fire was caused by a short
circuit. Firefighters and police reached the spot and launched rescue
operations.
SANDIPON DASGUPTA WITH INPUTS FROM PTC,
BIRBHUM,KOLKATA,MAIL/0928 HRS

SJ::SUMIT MP-1 17.08.2026
BENGAL HEAVY RAIN

The well-marked low-pressure area over the northwest Bay of Bengal
and adjoining areas of West Bengal and north Odisha is likely to intensify
into a depression by today. Under its influence, widespread heavy to very
heavy rainfall is expected in south Bengal till tomorrow. The Alipore
Meteorological Office has issued a red alert for extremely heavy rainfall in
Bankura, Jhargram and West Midnapore districts today. An orange alert for
heavy to very heavy rainfall has been issued for South 24 Parganas,
Purulia, Howrah, Hooghly, and East and West Burdwan districts. Fishermen
have been advised not to venture into the sea until tomorrow. Meanwhile,



rainfall is also expected to increase in north Bengal from today. Heavy rain
is likely in Kalimpong and Jalpaiguri districts.

SANDIPON DASGUPTA AND KASHFIN
NAHAR,KOLKATA,MAIL/0753

GAURAV DP-1I 17.08.2026
TEST CRICKET - IND VS SL

In Men’s Cricket, hosts Sri Lanka were for in their first
innings against India on Day 3 of the opening Test of the series at the
Galle International Stadium, when reports last came in. Earlier today, India
were bowled out for 462 in their first innings. Their total was anchored by
Devdutt Padikkal's outstanding knock of 167 run. KL Rahul contributed 82
runs, while Dhruv Jurel scored 51. Resuming their innings on Day 3 at 460
for nine, India added just two runs before losing their final wicket, with
Asitha Fernando dismissing Prasidh Krishna. For Sri Lanka, Prabath
Jayasuriya claimed four wickets, Keshara Nuwantha took three, and Asitha
Fernando picked up two wickets. The second and final Test of the series
will begin on 23rd August in Colombo.<><>
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