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SITHARAMAN - US CANADA VISIT

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will undertake an official
visit to Canada and the United States beginning today. The Finance
Ministry said the focus of the visit will be on strengthening bilateral
economic and financial partnerships, deepening investment linkages and
advancing cooperation on shared global economic priorities.

During her visit to Toronto, Ms Sitharaman will participate in the
inaugural Economic and Financial Dialogue with her Canadian counterpart
Francois-Philippe Champagne. The dialogue will provide an important
platform for both sides to exchange views on macroeconomic
developments, financial sector cooperation, bilateral investment
opportunities and shared international priorities.

Ms Sitharaman will also participate in an Investment Roundtable
with leading CEOs, Presidents and senior representatives. The interaction
will seek to facilitate greater business-to-business linkages, identify
investment opportunities and promote long-term commercial partnerships
between India and Canada, including opportunities in GIFT City-IFSC.

CB/SAKLEN/0438

SHUIKLA MP-1 25.08.2026
GOVT- FLOUR

The government has lifted export restrictions on wheat flour and
related products, opening the way for overseas shipments of atta, maida,
semolina and other wheat-based products. According to the notification
issued by the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), the
government has amended the export policy for wheat flour and related
products, with immediate effect. In a separate notification issued by DGFT,
the government has also changed the export policy for specified wheat and
durum wheat categories from prohibited to free.

CB/SHIVANG/DIPENDRA/0431

SHUKLA MP-1 25.08.2026
JOSHI UGC AICTE



Union Education Minister Pralhad Joshi discussed evolving priorities
and strategies for strengthening higher education institutions with officials
of the University Grants Commission (UGC) and the All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE) during a virtual meeting yesterday. In a social
media post, Mr. Joshi stated that the discussion also covered Khelo Bharat,
with a focus on promoting sports in educational institutions, encouraging
wider student participation, and nurturing sporting talent among the youth.

CB/ANUPAM MISHRA/0418

SHUKLA MP-I
25.08.2026
AMIT SHAH - NSSC

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has directed all agencies to take
strict measures against infiltration. Inaugurating the 9th National Security
Strategies Conference-2026 in New Delhi, Mr. Shah directed that an AI-
based analysis of information available on Multi-Agency Centre (MAC)
platforms should be done to create SOPs to counter various national
security challenges. To effectively tackle terrorism and radicalisation, Mr.
Shah emphasised training for implementation of the Home Ministry's
PRAHAAR scheme, expediting trials by bringing back fugitives and utilising
trial in absentia provisions, and undertaking a comprehensive and
integrated approach while investigating UAPA cases.

On the first day of the Conference, discussions focused on critical
aspects of national security,including response to counter-terrorism
challenges, fusion, analysis, and operationalisation of intelligence through
the Multi-Agency Centre (MAC), a vision document on narcotics control,
detection and deportation of illegal migrants, a policy framework to combat
cybercrime, and proxy warfare by Pakistan.

Prior to the inauguration, Mr Shah paid homage at the Martyrs'
Column by laying a wreath in remembrance of the brave personnel of the
Intelligence Bureau who made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty to
safeguard national security and integrity.

The two-day conference is being held in a hybrid format and is being
attended by over 850 participants from across the country. Ministers of
State for Home Affairs, Union Home Secretary, Deputy National Security
Advisors, Heads of Central Armed Police Forces, and Central Police
Organisations attended the conference in Delhi. DGsP of States and UTs,
young police officers working at the cutting-edge level, and domain experts



from specialised fields joined the conference through virtual mode.

On the second day today, the Conference will focus on the threat
landscape from sub-aerial systems and formulating countermeasures,
securing the blue economy, information warfare and its implications on
national security, and the need for a biosecurity framework.

Pursuant to the directions of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
conference is being held every year in a hybrid format since 2021, with the
objective of finding solutions to major national security challenges using
the extensive experience of cutting-edge officers working at the grassroots
level in collaboration with domain experts.

CB/ANUPAM/0354
SANJIO EP-I 24-08-2026
REV. SCINDIA-DAK SEWA

Union Minister for Communications Jyotiraditya M Scindia today
launched the revamped Dak Sewa App and Dak MITRA App at a function in
New Delhi. Mr Scindia also inaugurated the renovated Buildings of 14 Post
Offices located in ten States. The initiatives mark another step towards a
more modern, accessible and citizen-centric era of India Post. The Dak
Sewa App will make the services of Department of Posts simpler and more
accebile to the citizens of the country, while the Dak MITRA App aims to
make Gramin Dak Sewaks digitally empowered to perform their works in a
simpler and faster way. Speaking on the revenue of India Post, Mr Scidnia
highlighted that it has recorded over four thousand crore rupees revenue
during the first Quarter of financial year 2026-27, registering 22 percent
year-on-year growth over the corresponding quarter of 2025-26. He said,
the milestone reflects the Department's sustained efforts towards
modernization, business transformation and customer-centric service
delivery under the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi for a digitally
empowered and future-ready postal network. Mr Scindia said that there are
40 crore Post Office Savings Accounts in the country with deposits worth of
24 lakh crore rupees. He also informed that around four crore Sukanya
Samriddhi Accounts operations are having deposits of 2.5 lakh crore
rupees.

(Byte- JYOTIRADITYA SCINDIA)

ANAND/2053



SANJIO EP-I

24.08.2026
NADDA-CHEMICALS

Chemicals and Fertilizers Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda has
emphasised that the Chemical sector has to touch one trillion dollar vision
by 2040 in the country. Addressing a high-level CEO Roundtable today in
New Delhi, Mr Nadda said, the Government is committed to establishing a
continuous and institutionalised dialogue mechanism with industry, with
the objective of identifying impediments and translating suggestions into
time-bound action. He said, It will require sustained investment,
technology development, stronger domestic manufacturing capabilities.
The Minister stated that under the visionary leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the Government continues to focus on creating an enabling
ecosystem for investment, innovation, sustainability and long-term growth.
He also assured that issues raised by the industry are duly noted and shall
be suitably taken up relevant stakeholder Ministries.

In her address, Minister of State of Chemicals and Fertilizers Anupriya
Patel mentioned that Government has brought many reforms and launched
schemes to promote manufacturing across the sectors including Chemical
and Petrochemical sector such as Bhavya Rasayan, Coal Gasification, Rare
Earth Corridors, Critical Mineral Mission, reforms including Tax reforms,
Labour reforms. She assured that industry that the Government is
committed to transition from a regulatory facilitator to an active growth
partner, reducing administrative burden and ensuring the long-term
viability of investments.

Stressing the importance of government and industry partnership,
Secretary Chemicals and Petrochemicals Tejveer Singh stated that the
Chemicals sector offers major opportunities across given the expanding
domestic demand across key downstream sectors. He emphasized the
Department's commitment to collaborating closely with industry leaders to
shape future policy interventions.

Speaking on the occasion, MD and CEO, Invest India Nivruti Rai,
mentioned that India is well positioned to emerge as a preferred global
destination for chemicals manufacturing, supported by its large domestic
market, skilled talent, improving infrastructure and ongoing reforms.

<><>ANUPAM/2034
SANJIIO EP-1I 24-08-2026
NEW EVE JAISHANKAR-RUSSIA VISIT



External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar called on Russian President
Vladimir Putin at Kremlin today. Indian Ambassador to Russia Vinay Kumar
and Joint Secretary (ERS) Mayank Singh were also part of the delegation.
The two leaders discussed ways to strengthen India-Russia ties and
expand cooperation across key sectors. The meeting focused on bilateral
trade, economic cooperation, and preparations for upcoming high-level
summits.

Speaking at the meeting, Dr S Jaishankar highlighted the strong and
growing India-Russia partnership, particularly in the areas of economic
cooperation, trade and energy. He conveyed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s greetings and handed over a personal message from Mr Modi. Dr
Jaishankar said, the two sides held a meeting of the Intergovernmental
Commission earlier in the day and described the outcome as positive. He
said, ties between India and Russia have grown significantly across several
sectors, including trade, energy, fertilizers and nuclear cooperation.

The External Affairs Minister also said Prime Minister Narendra Modi
looks forward to meeting the Russian President at the SCO Summit in
Bishkek and welcoming him to India for the BRICS Summit. He added that
the two leaders are expected to hold their annual summit at a mutually
convenient time.

(S/B DR JAISHANKAR)

SWATI/ANI/PTI/NET/2031



