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SHUKLA MP-I  13.08.2026
LS - FCRA

Both Houses of Parliament have given their approval to refer the
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026, to the Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) for further scrutiny. The bill aims to further
amend the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010. The objective of
the Bill is to make the use of foreign contributions more transparent and
accountable.

Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai moved a motion in the Lok
Sabha to refer the Bill to a JPC comprising members of both the Houses for
wider consultations. The committee will consist of 21 members from the
Lok Sabha, nominated by the Speaker, and 10 members from the Rajya
Sabha, nominated by the Chairman. The Committee will submit its report
to this House by the last day of the first week of the winter session.

The Rajya Sabha also approved the motion to nominate 10 members
from its side to the Joint Committee for consideration of the FCRA
Amendment Bill, 2026.

DIPENDRA/ANAND/ANUPAM/MAIL/0451

SANJIO EP-I 12-08-2026
NADDA-TB PARLIAMENTARIANS

Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Jagat Prakash Nadda
today interacted with Members of Parliament from Jharkhand and Odisha
on the sidelines of the Monsoon Session of Parliament, as part of the
Government’s continued engagement with parliamentarians to accelerate
efforts towards a TB Mukt Bharat. Speaking on the occasion, Mr Nadda



emphasized the importance of sustained political and administrative
engagement in achieving the goal of a TB Mukt Bharat. He highlighted
innovative case-finding strategies, early diagnosis, patient-centric care and
community participation as critical pillars of India’s accelerated TB
elimination strategy. He called upon parliamentarians to play an active role
in their constituencies by engaging with District Collectors and health
facilities, reviewing the availability and quality of TB services, and
supporting efforts for early diagnosis and treatment. He also stressed the
need for continued public engagement and social mobilisation to ensure
that TB elimination becomes a sustained Jan Andolan. The interaction
reviewed progress under the recently concluded 100-Day TB Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan.

<<<>>> PRIYA/2040

SANJIO EP-1 12.08.2026
GOYAL- TOR SIGNING

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal today said
that India's engagement with Africa has always remained standing with
mutual respect and trust. The Minister said this while addressing the
signing ceremony of Terms of Reference (TOR) for India - South African
Customs Union (SACU) Preferential Trade Agreement in New Delhi. On the
occasion Mr Goyal said that the fair and balanced agreement will bring
immense benefits for both India and SACU nations. He expressed hope
that the agreements will be finalised in the next few months. Mr Goyal said
that with this agreement India will play an important role in the growth of
sectors such as Healthcare and Information Technology of SACU countries.
He also said that the agreement will strengthen and cement the
relationship between India and SACU countries. Talking about the Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs), He said that India has finalised nine FTAs in the
last 5 years.

Byte - Piyush Goyal (GNR Mail)

The TOR were signed by Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal and
Executive Director, Ministry of International Relations and Trade of Namibia
Ndiitah Nghipondoka-Robiati. They were signed in the presence of Mr



Goyal and Minister of State for Commerce and Industry Jitin Prasada.

<><>SAMARTH/MAIL/PRIYA/2028

SHUKLA MP-1 13.08.2026
SRIJAN-TEXTILES

Ministry of Textiles will organise ‘Srijan: Voices from the Loom’, a special
gathering celebrating the women behind India’s handlooms and
recognising their inspiring journeys, voices and contributions to the
weaving heritage of the country. The programme will be held in New Delhi
today. Secretary of the Ministry of Textiles Neelam Shami Rao will attend
the programme. The Ministry said that during the session over hundred
women weavers from 6 handloom clusters will share their stories of
Resilience, Creativity and Role in preserving India’s Weaving Traditions. An
anthology featuring the inspiring stories, journeys and voices of these
women weavers will also be released on the occasion.

CB/PRIYA/0429

SHUKLA MP-1
13.08.2026

IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has predicted the formation
of a low-pressure area over the North Bay of Bengal, leading to extremely
heavy rainfall expected in Odisha and Gangetic West Bengal today.
Weather Department said that heavy rainfall conditions are also likely to
prevail over Karnataka, East Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karaikal,
Puducherry, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Kerala, Goa and Rajasthan for
the day. Similar weather conditions are expected over Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,
Madhya Maharashtra, Uttarakhand and North Eastern parts of India till 15™
of this month. According to IMD, Andhra Pradesh, Gangetic West Bengal,
Interior Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal are expected to
witness thunderstorms, lightning and gusty winds during the next two
days.



CB/SAUMYA/PRIYA/0421

SHUKLA MP-1 13.08.2026

SHAH - GRAMIN GYAN SETU

Union Home Minister Amit Shah launched the Gramin Gyan Setu app
through video conferencing yesterday. The app has been developed to
integrate libraries in the Gandhinagar Lok Sabha constituency of Gujarat.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr Shah said the app was launched on the
birth anniversary of Padma Shri S R Ranganathan, observed as National
Library Day. He said the objective is to establish a library in every village,
preferably near schools, to encourage children to read and learn. Mr Shah
said around 63 village libraries have already been established, while 7
hundred 52 libraries are now connected through the app. He said four
libraries, together having around two lakh 80 thousand books, have been
linked with the rural libraries. He said vans, arranged through his MP Local
Area Development funds, will visit villages every fortnight to collect issued
books and deliver books requested through the app.

The Home Minister said the initiative will provide children in villages
access to a much larger collection of books. He emphasized the importance
of reading and guidance from competent librarians in shaping young minds
and developing responsible citizens. He also urged families, including
housewives, to make productive use of their spare time by acquiring
knowledge and encouraging children to study.

CB/NITIKA/PRIYA/0400

SHUKLA MP-I 13.08.2026

SAMBIT PATRA - PUNJAB PAPER LEAK

BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra has alleged that the Punjab
government misled the public over the alleged paper leak in the Pharmacy
Officers recruitment examination conducted by Baba Farid University of
Health Sciences in July. Talking to the reporters, he said that the Punjab
and Haryana High Court has stayed the examination and made stern
observations, including questioning why the exam was not stopped earlier
and whether it should be conducted afresh. Mr Patra said the development
contradicts the Punjab government's earlier claim that there was no paper
leak and that only irregularities had occurred. He accused the Aam Aadmi



Party government of misleading people and alleged that Congress and AAP
have double standards.
Byte - SAMBIT PATRA
CB/NITIKA/ANUPAM/0354

JAIPUR-SITHARAMAN-BRICS

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that public
capital should act as a catalyst for private investment, rather than a
substitute for it. Addressing a seminar in Jaipur on the role of the New
Development Bank in mobilising private capital in BRICS member countries,
Mrs. Sitharaman said BRICS economies are among the major engines of
global growth, but they also face challenges in attracting private capital.

She said that besides ensuring the availability of capital, it is equally
important to build investor confidence, maintain stability and provide a
predictable, long-term policy framework.

The Finance Minister highlighted the role of multilateral development
banks in reducing investment risks, making projects more financially viable
and strengthening investor confidence, thereby helping mobilise private
capital on a larger scale.

Referring to India's experience, Mrs. Sitharaman said the Central
Government has strengthened the country's infrastructure through
sustained public capital expenditure and structural reforms.

New Development Bank President Dilma Rousseff also addressed the
seminar. Earlier, Economic Affairs Secretary Anuradha Thakur said that
increasing private capital participation is an important need in the current
economic environment.

The seminar is being held as part of the BRICS Finance Ministers and
Central Bank Governors' meeting in Jaipur under India's BRICS Chairship
2026, with the objective of strengthening cooperation on global economic
and financial issues.

COMMONWEALTH FENCING
The Indian fencing team collected three gold, one silver, and one
bronze medal across various senior individual events on the third day of
the Commonwealth Championship at Lagos in Nigeria today.
Team India's stellar day three performance brought the nation's



overall combined medal count to an extraordinary 29 medals, comprising 8
Gold, 7 Silver, and 14 Bronze.
India established immediate dominance in the Senior Women's Foil
category, securing a gold-silver victory. Kanaglakshmi captured the gold
medal following a precise and controlled campaign, while teammate Joys
Ashitha took silver to claim the top two spots on the podium ahead of
England's Georgia Green and Emily Goodchild, who won Bronze.
The success continued in the Senior Men's Epee discipline, where
Rajendran Shanthimol Sherjin put on a commanding display to secure
country's second gold medal of the day. Sherjin outpointed South Africa's
Kruger Pieter, who finished with silver, while Wales' Burkhardt Marc and
South  Africa's Losevsky Sergey shared the bronze medals.
In the Senior Men's Sabre event, Singh Karan Singh clinched India's
third gold medal of the day with an outstanding final fight against
Australia's Shim Yoongi, who took silver.
Teammate Kumaresan Padma Gisho Nidhi added to the medal haul
by winning bronze alongside Nigeria's Akinyosoye Oluwafolayemi.



