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India has stepped up efforts to trace and rescue Indian nationals stranded
in Nepal due to the flash flood tragedy. Death toll in the massive flash
floods in Nepal has reached 389, as authorities race against time to find
thousands of missing people, including 290 Indians. Authorities in Tibet
and Nepal have reported over 1500 people missing, out of these, many are
foreigners. Both authorities reported that people from more than 30
countries are missing. The External Affairs Ministry has said that 84 Indian
nationals have been rescued so far in Nepal, these include 63 workers of
the Trishuli-1 project as well as 21 people from Tamil Nadu. The Ministry
said that contact with 290 Indians have not been established so far.
Addressing media in New Delhi, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said, the Indian Embassy in Kathmandu is in touch with the
project authorities to collect information, as communication links in the
affected area have been disrupted. Mr Jaiswal said India has sent more
than 47 tonnes of emergency relief supplies aimed at supporting Nepal's
ongoing rescue and relief operations. The Ministry of External Affairs has
set up a round-the-clock control room in New Delhi to assist people. The
control room can be contacted at PLUS 91 11 2308 8718, PLUS 91 11 2308
8719. For WhatsApp calls and messages PLUS 91 9968291988 can be
contacted. The emergency contact numbers of the Indian embassy in
Kathmandu are PLUS 977 985 131 6807, PLUS 977 970 910 7500 and 977
981 032 6117.
<><><>

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Uzbekistan tomorrow. He will
be on two day visit to the Central Asian country. Prime Minister will visit
Tashkent at the invitation of the President of Uzbekistan, Shavkat
Mirziyoyev. During the visit, Prime Minister will hold delegation-level talks
with President Mirziyoyev to further strengthen the strategic partnership
between the two countries.



SITHARAMAN - US VISIT: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will be
on a six-day visit to the United States beginning today. During her visit to
US, she will travel to Chicago, Asheville and New York. In Chicago, Finance
Minister will participate in a Roundtable Conference with prominent
investors and engage with leading CEOs, Presidents and senior
representatives of the private sector. Bilateral one-to-one meetings with
CEOs and senior leadership of select companies in Chicago will also be
held. The discussions will focus on India's investment opportunities,
economic outlook and areas for strengthening business and investment
partnerships between India and the United States. Ms Sitharaman will also
visit the Polsky Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation at the
University of Chicago, where she will exchange perspectives on
entrepreneurship, innovation, technology = commercialisation and
strengthening linkages with India's rapidly expanding startup and
innovation ecosystem. The Finance Minister will also interact with members
of the Indian community in Chicago during her visit. In Asheville, Ms
Sitharaman will lead the Indian delegation at the G20 Finance Ministers
and Central Bank Governors Meeting under the United States Presidency of
the G20. The meeting, scheduled for 31st August and 1st September, will
bring together Finance Ministers, Central Bank Governors and senior
economic officials from G20 members to deliberate on key global economic
and financial issues. The meeting follows the G20 Finance and Central
Bank Deputies Meeting scheduled for 29th and 30th August. Finance
Minister is on a 9-day visit to Canada and US which began on August 25. In
the first leg of her visit, Ms Sitharaman focussed on strengthening India-
Canada economic ties. In Canada, she attended the inaugural India-
Canada Economic and Financial Dialogue in Toronto.

GUJ-AMIT SHAH: Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah has
emphasized on making India developed in all sectors by the year 2047. At
the Pharma Innova Awards 2026 in Ahmedabad, Mr. Shah said that India
has become the fourth largest economy in the world in the last 12 years.
Earlier Mr. Shah addressed students during the 72nd convocation
ceremony of Gujarat Vidyapith. He also chaired a high-level meeting at the
Circuit House in Ahmedabad regarding country's preparedness for the
Commonwealth and Olympic Games.



PM JAN DHAN - 12 YEARS: The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana has
completed 12 years today, marking a significant milestone in transforming
country’s financial inclusion landscape. The scheme was launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on this day in 2014. Under the Pradhan Mantri

Jan Dhan Yojana, more than 59 crore accounts have been opened
so far, with total deposits amounting to three lakh 17 thousand
crore rupees. As the world’s largest financial inclusion initiative,
the scheme continues to redefine access to banking for all
Indians. The average deposit per account is five thousand 356
rupees. Under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana 78 per cent of
the accounts have been opened in rural or semi-urban areas, and
approximately 56 per cent of accounts are owned by women. Over
41 crore RuPay cards have been issued to Jan Dhan account
holders. The scheme has also empowered millions, particularly the
marginalized sections, to access banking and financial services to

improve their socio-economic conditions.

Raksha Bandhan, the festival of special bond between brothers and sisters,
is being celebrated today across the country. On this occasion, sisters tie
colorful rakhi around the wrist of their brothers and pray for their
prosperity, health and well-being. In return, brothers pledge to protect and
support their sisters and present them gifts. [SONG-RAKHI SONG - 20
SECS] President Droupadi Murmu has extended greetings to people on the
occasion of Raksha Bandhan. The President also urged every citizen to take
a pledge to strengthen the bonds amongst families and communities,
marching forward with this spirit towards a Viksit Bharat.

<><><>
The annual Shri Amarnath Yatra will conclude today in Jammu and
Kashmir, coinciding with the festival of Raksha Bandhan. The 57-day long
yatra began on July 3 this year. Culmination of the yatra is marked by the
arrival of the holy mace, Chhari Mubarak, led by Mahant Deependra Giri, at
the sacred cave shrine. Over 4.8 lakh devotees performed the pilgrimage
this year across both the Pahalgam and Baltal routes.



India’s Velavan Senthilkumar stormed into the final of the PSA Budapest
Squash Open after a thrilling 3-2 victory over compatriot Veer Chotrani in
the semifinals last night. Both Indian players advanced to the semifinals
following impressive performances, as Chotrani defeated Egypt's Mohamed
El Sherbini 3-1, and Velavan secured a dominant 3-0 victory over
Malaysia’s Eain Yow Ng. Velavan will now face local favorite and World No.
55 Balazs Farkas of Hungary in the final tonight. Farkas reached the final
after a straight-games victory of 3-0 against Egypt’'s Moustafa Elsirty.

SHUKLA MP-11 28.08.2026
CHESS - GRAND CHESS TOUR

Indian Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa created history, becoming
the first Indian to win the Grand Chess Tour after staging a stunning
comeback to defeat defending champion Fabiano Caruana 15-13 in the
final at St. Louis in US, last night.

Praggnanandhaa started the final day six points behind Caruana but
won both rapid games to take the lead. He then held his ground in the four
blitz games to seal a 15-13 victory, claim 2 lakh dollar first prize and also
secure a guaranteed spot in next year’s Grand Chess Tour.

In the third-place match, Wesley So also made a strong comeback
against Vincent Keymer. After the players shared the rapid games, So won
all four blitz games to seal an 18-12 victory. Earlier, Praggnanandhaa had
lost the first classical game to Caruana 6-0 but drew the second game 3-3,
keeping his hopes alive.
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