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PARAS EP-I 19.08.2026
REV CABINET - PROJECTS

The Union Cabinet today approved five projects, including four railway
projects and one highway project. Briefing media after the Cabinet meeting in New
Delhi today, Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said that the
projects worth 13 thousand 41 crore rupees were approved today by the Union
Cabinet under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Mr Vaishnaw informed that four multitracking projects of Railway will cover
eight districts across West Bengal, Odisha, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. These
projects are Kharagpur Bhadrak 4th line, Bhadrak - Haridaspur 4th line,
Gummidipundi - Gudur 3rd and 4th line and Cuttack - Paradeep 3rd and 4th line.
This will add about 410 kilometer to Indian Railways network. Mr Vaishnaw
informed that with total estimated cost of nine thousand 450 crore rupees, the
projects are scheduled for completion by 2030-31. The Minister said that the
increased line capacity will significantly enhance mobility, resulting in improved
operational efficiency and service reliability for Indian Railways. The proposed
multi-tracking projects will enhance connectivity to approximately six thousand 448
villages, which are having a population of about 60 lakhs.

(Byte - Ashwini Vaishnaw)

The proposed capacity enhancement will improve rail connectivity to several
prominent tourist destinations across the country, including Kuldiha Wildlife
Sanctuary, Bhitarkanika National Park, Maa Bhadrakali temple, Maa Dhamarai
temple, Panchalingeswar Temple, Pulicat Lake, Nelapattu Bird Sanctuary, Lord
Veeraraghava Perumal Temple, Dhabaleswar Temple and Lalitgiri (a Buddhist site).
The projects are essential routes for transportation of commodities such as coal,
iron ore, cement, iron and steel, container, automobile and food grains.

Mr Vaishnaw informed that Union Cabinet has also approved the upgradation
of the Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi-Sonbarsa Section of NH-22 to four-Lane Standard in
Bihar. He said, the 82.57 kilometer project will be developed under the Hybrid
Annuity Mode at a total capital cost of over three thousand 590 crore rupees. He
said, the proposed project holds significant strategic and economic relevance due
to its integration with Bihar’s expanding National Highway network. The project is
expected to enable faster and safer movement of passengers and freight, improve
travel efficiency and strengthen regional connectivity. It has been designed for a
speed of 100 kilometer per hour with an average speed of 80 kilometer per hour,
ensuring fast and safe travel.



<><>ANUPAM/PHONE/DIPENDRA/1553
SHUKLA MP-I 20.08.2026
RAJNATH - JAPAN DEFENCE MINISTER

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will hold a bilateral meeting with the Defence
Minister of Japan Shinjiro Koizumi in New Delhi today. The meeting is expected to
further strengthen bilateral defence relations, enhance strategic trust and
cooperation, promote stability and security in the Indo-Pacific region. The two
Ministers will exchange views on deeper maritime security cooperation and closer
defence equipment and technology collaboration under the Make-in-India
framework. Defence Ministry said that the meeting provides an opportunity to build
a roadmap for further advancing bilateral defence and security cooperation.

On his maiden visit to India, Shinjiro Koizumi visited the Western Naval
Command in Mumbai yesterday, where he held discussions with the Chief of the
Naval Staff Admiral Krishna Swaminathan and Flag Officer Commanding in Chief,
Western Naval Command Vice Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan. The delegation was
briefed on the roles and responsibilities and operational capabilities of the Indian
Navy.

India and Japan share a common vision of building a free, open, resilient and
prosperous Indo-Pacific region. The two-day visit of the Japanese Defence Minister
underscores the growing momentum in bilateral defence cooperation and reflects
the commitment of both sides to further expand the partnership.

CB/DIPENDRA/0436
PARAS EP-I 19.08.2026
REV. GADKARI- CONFERENCE

Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari today said that the
government's foremost priority is to provide high-quality infrastructure while
maintaining cost-effectiveness. He emphasized that there can be no compromise
on the quality of infrastructure development. Mr Gadkari made these remarks while
addressing the fourth edition of the Tunnels and Bridges Conference 2026 in New
Delhi. He said that his Ministry would review the existing provisions
governing subcontracting of highway works to ensure that contractual
requirements are strictly adhered to and that responsibility for quality
and timely execution remains clearly with the principal contractor. He
added that the ministry was already assessing contractors on the basis
of their performance and had begun extending the exercise to
consultants preparing Detailed Project Reports (DPRs), with tender
eligibility proposed to be linked to such performance assessments. Mr
Gadkari stressed the need for detailed and robust Detailed Project Reports (DPRs)
to ensure better infrastructure and meet international standards. The Minister said



that poor-quality DPRs and inadequate geological data often lead to cost overruns,
delays and safety concerns. Outlining the challenges of construction in Himalayan
terrains, including landslides, extreme weather, natural hazards and logistical
difficulties, the Minister said that constructing tunnels and bridges in the Himalayas
is more challenging than in black rock regions. Mr Gadkari highlighted the
importance of precast methodology, advanced Tunnel Boring Machines, better
survey and monitoring, and early-warning systems to prevent failures. The
Ministry is preparing tunnel tenders worth 2 to 2.5 lakh crore rupees.
BYTE- NITIN GADKARI

<><>ARZ0O0O/AMAN/1858 HRS
PARAS EP-I 19.08.2026
NAIDU-AIR CARGO

Civil Aviation Minister K Ram Mohan Naidu has said that government aims to
triple the country's air cargo volume by 2030. The current air cargo volume of
country is around 3.5 million metric tonnes. Speaking at the inauguration of new
sectors under the Trans Cargo Security Hold Area to enhance Air Cargo
Connectivity from Delhi Airport today, Mr Naidu said that the reform aims to
simplify the movement of cargo between domestic and international destinations
through an intermediate airport. The Minister said that India is expanding its air
cargo trans-shipment network by adding new domestic and international
destinations. He added that London and Copenhagen will now be connected along
with Frankfurt on the international network. On the domestic front, Mr Naidu said
that Chennai-Delhi connectivity will be expanded to include Bengaluru, Hyderabad
and Mumbai. The Minister said that under this initiative, cargo does not need to
undergo the entire screening and reprocessing procedure again at the transit point.

Byte- K Ram Mohan Naidu

Mr Naidu noted that India as a true aviation hub would remain incomplete
without an efficient air cargo trans-shipment network. The Minister also highlighted
the benefits of faster cargo movement for Indian farmers, particularly exporters of
perishable agricultural products.
<><>SHIVANG/ANUPAM/2005 HRS
SHUKLA MP-I 20.08.2026
INDIA SINGAPORE ROUNDTABLE

The 4th round of India-Singapore Ministerial Roundtable (ISMR) will be held
in Singapore today. The participating Ministers from the Indian side are Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal, and Minister of State for Commerce, Industry,
Electronics and IT Jitin Prasada. The mechanism of ISMR is an important platform
to drive cooperation including in new and emerging areas. Its inaugural meeting



was held in New Delhi in September 2022, followed by the 2nd meeting in
Singapore in August 2024 and 3rd meeting in New Delhi in August 2025.
Deliberations on Advanced Manufacturing, Connectivity, Digitalization, Healthcare
and Medicine, Skills Development, and Sustainability, from these meetings drive
the Roadmap for India-Singapore Comprehensive Strategic Partnership CSP
Roadmap, which was unveiled during the visit of Prime Minister of Singapore
Lawrence Wong to India in September last year. The MEA said, the 4th round of
ISMR will enable both sides to review the progress of various ongoing initiatives,
and identify avenues to further strengthen India-Singapore collaboration. The 4th
edition of India-Singapore Business Roundtable that serves as a strategic and
advisory forum of key business leaders will also be held along with ISMR.

Meanwhile, Dr Jaishankar met his Singaporean Counterpart, Vivian
Balakrishnan on his arrival in the country yesterday. During the meeting, the two
leaders had a detailed discussion on how to further deepen Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership between both the nations.

Dr Jaishankar later joined Mr Balakrishnan in laying the foundation stone of
the new Chancery complex of the High Commission of India in Singapore. The
Minister expressed confidence that the complex will reflect the new era of India-
Singapore Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and further strengthen services for
the Indian diaspora.

CB/ANUPAM/MAIL/0452

SHUKLA MP-I1 20.08.2026
INDIA DAY FESTIVAL - MOSCOW

The four-day long India Day festival will begin today in Moscow, bringing
together Indian and Russian communities for a celebration of culture, traditions
and people-to-people ties. The festival will be held at Gostiny Dvor in Moscow.
Being organised under the theme "Unity of Cultures - Friendship of Peoples," the
festival will feature a diverse programme spread across several venues. Around 20
special zones will offer visitors an opportunity to explore different aspects of Indian
culture, including yoga, chess, Indian weddings, dance and Ayurveda. The festival
is expected to feature around 75 yoga schools from across Russia, along with
instructors from other countries. More than 200 Indian and Russian dancers will
also participate in performances showcasing the diversity and artistic traditions of
Indian dance. Visitors will additionally have the opportunity to experience Indian
cuisine through cooking masterclasses, restaurants and shops offering authentic
dishes and culinary products.

CB/SANYUKTA/ANI/0500



SHUKLA MP-1 20.08.2026
DELHI SIR - EXTEND

The deadline for submitting applications in the ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) in Delhi has been extended till 24™ of this month. According to the
Chief Electoral Officer of Delhi, under the revised schedule, the draft electoral roll
will now be published on 31% of this month. The last date to file claims and
objections will be 30" of next month. The process of resolving these objections will
be completed by 31% October, followed by the publication of the final electoral roll
on 4™ November.

CB/SHIVANG/ANUPAM/0417

SHUKLA MP-1 20.08.2026
YUVA SANGAM - DATE EXTENSION

The Ministry of Education has informed that the last date for online
registration for Yuva Sangam Phase VII has been extended till 31% of this month.
The Ministry said that the extension will provide an additional opportunity to eligible
youth from across the country to register and participate in this unique youth
exchange programme. Earlier the last date to register for Yuva Sangam Phase VII
was 18th August. Interested youth aged between 18 to 30 years, including
students of Higher Education Institutions, NSS volunteers and young professionals
can register through the official Yuva Sangam portal. For Yuva Sangam Phase VII,
20 Higher Education Institutions including IITs, IIMs, Central Universities and NITs
have been identified as nodal institutions to host and facilitate the exchange
programme. Selected participants will undertake five to seven day educational and
cultural tours to their paired States and Union Territories. They will gain first-hand
exposure to local traditions, educational institutions, governance initiatives,
innovation ecosystems, industries, heritage sites, and community life during the
exchange programme.

CB/SHIVANG/0425
SHUKLA MP-I 20.08.2026
DEF SECY - ARMENIA VISIT

Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh has concluded his two day visit to
Armenia. During the visit, he held bilateral meetings with Deputy Defence Minister
of Armenia, Karen Brutyan, and First Deputy Defence Minister and Chief of General
Staff of Armenia, Edward Asryan.

The Defence Ministry said that the discussions covered the entire gamut of
ongoing defence and military technical cooperation, with particular emphasis on



capacity building, training, military technical cooperation and defence research and
development. It added that the two sides also exchanged the Terms of Reference
for institutionalising Joint Services Staff Talks between the Indian and Armenian
Armed Forces.

During the visit, the Defence Secretary called on Minister of Hi-tech Industry
of Armenia, Davit Tradevosyan, and exchanged views on proposals relating to
defence research and development. Coinciding with the visit, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between the two Defence Ministries to expand cooperation in
the fields of joint collaboration, innovation and research was concluded and signed.

The Ministry informed that Mr Singh also called on Minister of Defence of
Armenia Suren Papikyan. During the meeting, both sides reaffirmed their
commitment to further strengthen India-Armenia defence cooperation and
discussed new avenues for enhancing cooperation in military technical cooperation.

The Defence Secretary had a fruitful meeting with the Deputy Foreign
Minister of Armenia, Mnatsakan Safaryan, in Yerevan. The discussions focused on
the expanding defence partnership between India and Armenia.

The Ministry also said that as Armenia seeks to diversify its defence
procurement, India has emerged as a major partner in military technical
cooperation. It added that the visit demonstrated the increasing congruence of
views between India and Armenia on bilateral, regional and global issues.

CB/SAMARTH/ANUPAM/0356

SHUKLA MP-I1 20.08.2026
HOCKEY - WORLD CUP

In Hockey, Indian women'’s team will face England today in their final Pool
D match of the FIH Hockey World Cup at Wagener Stadium, in Amstelveen. The
match will begin at 6:30 PM IST.

A win or draw will ensure India finish top of the pool and qualify for the next
round. Indian women'’s are high on confidence after a record 6-1 win over South
Africa on Tuesday. The victory surpassed India's previous biggest World Cup win, a
4-1 triumph over Spain in the inaugural 1974 edition. With this win, India climbed
to the top of Pool D with four points from two matches. Meanwhile, England must
have to win today's match to keep their hopes alive after losing 4-2 to China.

On the other hand, The Indian men’s hockey team defeated arch-rivals
Pakistan 5-3 in their final group match yesterday to qualify for the next round.
Harmanpreet Singh and Hardik Singh scored twice each, while Abhishek added one
goal. The win also ended Pakistan's campaign in the group stage. India men’s had



earlier beaten Wales 3-1 but lost 4-2 to England.

With this win India advanced to Pool E of the second round alongside
England and the top two teams from Pool A, which consists of the Netherlands,
Argentina, New Zealand and Japan. The top two teams from Pool E will progress to
the semi-finals of the Hockey World Cup.

MAYUR/NET/0533
SHUKLA::ANJALI MP-II 20.08.2026
BWF BADMINTON

In badminton, Indian shuttlers will be in action on the pre-quarterfinals day
at the BWF World Championships at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium in New
Delhi. Indian ace and former World champion PV Sindhu will lock horns with third
seed Wang Zhi Yi of China in the women’s singles. Indian debutant Ayush Shetty
will be up against eleventh seed Alwi Farhan of Indonesia in the men’s singles.
Meanwhile, in the men’s doubles, fifth seeds Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty will play Junaidi Arif and Roy King Yap in the round of 16. The women’s
doubles discipline will witness the Indian duo of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand
taking on seventh seeds Rin Iwanaga and Kie Nakanishi of Japan. In the mixed
doubles, the Indian pair of Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha Crasto will play against Guo
Xin Wa and Chen Fang Hui of China.

CB/BHANU/VISHNU/0350
PARAS EP-I 19.08.2026
EVE IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange alert for
very heavy rainfall over Chhattisgarh, Eastern Madhya Pradesh and Western Uttar
Pradesh for tomorrow. Heavy rainfall is also expected over Himachal Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarkhand, Bihar, Odisha, Sub Himalayan West Bengal and parts of North
East India during the next two days.

The Met Department also predicted thunderstorm accompanied by lightning
and gusty winds over Karnataka, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Kerala, Mahe, and Tamil
Nadu tomorrow. Similar weather conditions are expected over Jammu-Kashmir,
Chhattisgarh, Puducherry, Karaikal, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Andaman and
Nicobar Islands during the next two days.

Meanwhile parts of Delhi witnessed heavy rainfall today. IMD has forecast
one or two spells of light rainfall at many places of the National Capital during
morning to afternoon tomorrow. According to the Weather Agency, the maximum
temperature over Delhi tomorrow will be around 32 to 34 degrees Celsius while the
minimum temperature will hover around 26 to 28 degrees Celsius.
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