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GOYAL-JAPAN: Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
today urged Japanese companies to expand their operations in India and
create success stories similar to Suzuki and said that the country would like
to see 1,580 Suzukis emerge from the Japanese firms operating in India.
Addressing a round-table meeting with the Japan India Business
Consultative Committee (JIBCC) of the Japan Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (JCCI) and the Embassy of India, Goyal said India’s young



workforce, expanding economy and long-term growth ambitions offer
significant opportunities for Japanese businesses. Goyal said India and
Japan should use the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations to deepen
business collaboration and shape their economic partnership for the
coming decade. The minister said India’s average working-age population
is below 30 years and is expected to remain young for several decades,
offering Japanese companies access to a large talent pool and consumer
market. He also highlighted India’s ambition to grow from a $4 trillion
economy currently to a $30 trillion economy by 2047, when the country
marks 100 years of independence. Goyal is on a four-day visit to Japan
leading an Indian business delegation of more than 200 representatives.

MEDICAL DEVICE REFORMS: The Government has undertaken key
regulatory reforms in the medical device sector to promote Ease of Doing
Business. Health and Family Welfare in a statement said that the reforms
include amendments to the Medical Devices Rules, 2017 in three key areas.
Simplification of provisions relating to outsourced sterilization of medical
devices, introduction of uniform testing fees and inclusion of the European
Union among recognized jurisdictions for waiver of clinical investigation
requirements. The Ministry highlighted that the reforms are expected to
simplify regulatory processes, reduce compliance costs, enhance
transparency and predictability, and facilitate the timely availability of
advanced and innovative medical devices in the country. It will also mark
an important step towards strengthening the medical device regulatory
ecosystem and promoting greater international regulatory convergence.

BIHAR FLOOD: The water level of the Ganga continues to rise in
Bihar, causing flooding in low-lying areas of Patna, Vaishali, Bhojpur,
Buxar, Bhagalpur, Munger, Samastipur and Begusarai districts. Crops
standing on hundreds of acres of farmland have been damaged. According
to the Central Water Commission, the water level of the river has risen
above the danger mark at all major ghats in Patna.In view of the
worsening flood situation, the Bihar government has urged the West
Bengal government to open all the gates of the Farakka Barrage. Chief
Minister Samrat Choudhary spoke to West Bengal Chief Minister



Shubhendu Adhikari over the phone and apprised him of the gravity of the
situation. Mr. Choudhary said that opening all the gates of the Farakka
Barrage could facilitate the flow of the Ganga and help control the flood
situation in Bihar.West Bengal Chief Minister Shubhendu Adhikari has
assured prompt action in this regard.

ODISHA RAINFALL: Odisha is bracing for another spell of very heavy
rainfall, with the IMD forecasting intense rain over several parts of the
state during the next 24 hours. The Red Warning, valid till this morning,
covers five districts, Cuttack, Angul, Dhenkanal, Kalahandi and
Nabarangpur, while Orange Warnings have been issued for 18 districts and
Yellow Warnings for several others. Incessant rain in Gajapati and Koraput
has disrupted normal life, damaged crops and inundated low-lying areas,
with several places remaining marooned. In Gajapati and Koraput
incessant rainfall has severely affected normal life, with several

low-lying areas inundated and people facing difficulties in

accessing essential services. Floodwaters have damaged standing
crops, while a number of areas remain __marooned.

WB — WEATHER: The depression formed over the North Bay of Bengal
and adjoining coastal areas of West Bengal and Bangladesh is moving
northwestwards. It is likely to move across Gangetic West Bengal
towards north Odisha. As a result a yellow warning has been
issued for isolated heavy rainfall in Jhargram and Purulia districts
today. Gusty winds of 30 to 40 kilometres per hour, accompanied

by thunderstorms and rain, are forecast in East Midnapore and
South 24 Parganas districts.

UJJAIN MAHAKAL TEMPLE

In Madhya Pradesh, a large number of devotees are reaching Ujjain
to offer prayers to Lord Mahakal on the fourth and last Monday of Shravan.
The Mahakal Temple opened its doors at 2:30 AM. Lord Mahakal was first
bathed with Panchamrit and then decorated with sacred ash. The idol was
decorated with a silver crown, trident, Rudraksha garland and flowers.
Long queues of devotees started forming at the temple from around 3 AM.
The Mahakal procession will leave the temple at 4 PM today. Lord
Chandramouleshwar will be placed in the palanquin. Different forms of



Lord Shiva will be seen on the chariots. The procession will start from
Mahakal Temple and reach Ram Ghat. At Ram Ghat, Lord Mahakal will be
worshipped with water from the Shipra River.

AMIT SHAH — NSSC: Union Home Minister Amit Shah will attend the 9th
National Security Strategies Conference in New Delhi today. The two-day
conference will be held in hybrid format, combining physical and virtual
modes. Over 850 officers from various security forces and police forces
from across the country will deliberate on various contemporary matters
and challenges to national security during the conference.

NSDC- AI AND SKILL TRAINING: The National Skill Development

Corporation (NSDC) and Cultus Education have announced the launch of a
nationwide cloud and Artificial Intelligence skilling initiative in collaboration
with Amazon Web Services (AWS). The programme aims to provide
foundational AI and cloud literacy to one lakh 50 thousand learners
through AWS digital training content and to offer intensive, job-ready
training to ten thousand participants through the AWS re/Start program.
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Minister Jayant Chaudhary said
the initiative reflects the vision of Viksit Bharat, where access to
opportunities is not determined by geography or background. He noted
that as India moves towards becoming a global hub for innovation,
technology and talent, it is essential that country’s youth in Tier 2 and Tier
3 towns also get the opportunity to equipped themselves with the skills
needed for the jobs of the future. The initiative will cover all States and
Union Territories, with special focus on youth in underserved communities.

JAISHANKAR-RUSSIA VISIT: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar has
reached Moscow for a two-day visit to Russia. The Minister will co-chair
the 27th Session of the India-Russia Inter-Governmental Commission on
Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technological and Cultural Cooperation with
Russian First Deputy Prime Minister Denis Manturov. During the visit, Dr
Jaishankar will also meet Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and
exchange perspectives on regional and global issues.



