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SJ MP-I 15-
08-2026
PM - INDEPENDENCE DAY (6)

In his address, the Prime Minister called upon the nation to harness
the seven streams of strength called as Sapt Dhara. He said, in the next
five to seven years, the country will achieve all those that could not be
achieved in the past five to seven decades. He said, with the strength and
potential of Sapt Dhara, the government will take the nation to new
heights and empower it to achieve and surpass new goals. Mr Modi said,
alongside this, the immense potential of youth will be fully harnessed for
building a stronger and more developed India. The first stream outlined by
the Prime Minister is manufacturing. He said, the the second power of this
Sapta Dhara is Agriculture and Food Production, the third is Technology



and Innovation, the fourth is Gati Shakti, the fifth is Defence capabilities,
the sixth power is the Green Economy and Blue Economy and the seventh
stream of Sapta Dhara is India's Soft Power.
(Byte - Narendra Modi)
ANAND/DIPENDRA/0856

SJ MP-I 15-
08-2026
PM - INDEPENDENCE DAY (7)

Prime Minister Modi said that government has decided that one crore
youth will be given training in Al skilling in the next one year. He said, this
will enable them to take the lead in the global Al sector. Mr Modi said, the
country has to focus on three things - cost, quality and skill.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister said, a talent hunt will be launched across villages,
cities and schools to identify talent among children aged five to 15 years.
He said, the children’s talent will be identified, and they will be given
special training to help them become good players for the country. He said,
today India is making its place in the world of sports. Mr Modi said, in
2030, India will host the Commonwealth Games.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)
<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/0908

SJ MP-1 15-
08-2026
PM - INDEPENDENCE DAY (8)

Prime Minister Modi announced to provide free online coaching for
poor and middle class family for various public examination. He said, this is
a revolutionary step towards making quality education accessible to
everyone, led by top teachers. He said, this will save thousands of crore
rupees of Middle class family in coaching classes.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

The Prime Minister asked the youth to help provide correct
information digitally about their families to make Census error-free. He
appealed to the youngsters to actively participate in ongoing Census



exercise. On naxalism, the Prime Minister said that the people of the
country gave the opportunity to serve the nation in 2014 and he resolved
to make the country free from Naxalism. He expressed happiness in saying
that today Naxal-Maoist violence has lost its strength and breathing its last.
He said, today the Naxal-affected regions are witnessing the tricolour of
development, trust and efforts.

(Byte -
Narendra Modi)

<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/0918

SJ MP-1 15-
08-2026
PM - INDEPENDENCE DAY (5)

Prime Minister Modi said since 2014, India has entered into Free
Trade Agreements with nearly 40 countries, creating enormous
opportunities for Indian businesses and exporters. The Prime Minister
called upon the country’s Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, MSMEs, to
make full use of these opportunities and ensure that Indian products reach
markets across the world. Mr Modi added that Indian textiles, machinery
and medicines have significant potential in global markets. However, he
emphasised that Indian products must meet and surpass international
standards and parameters to succeed in global markets.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi said, today every Indian is embracing the spirit
of Make in India and Vocal for Local. Mr Modi said, India cannot remain
dependent on other nations and the country must become self-reliant.

<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/0845

SANJIO DP-11
15-08-2026

DAY CRICKET

In Men's Cricket, India won the toss and elected to bat against hosts
Sri Lanka in the first test of two - match series at Galle International
Cricket Stadium. The series is part of the ICC World Test Championship
2025-27 cycle. The Indian team is captained by young top-order batter
Shubman Gill, with senior batter KL Rahul serving as the vice-captain for



the tour.

The Sri Lankan Test squad is led by captain Dhananjaya de Silva and
vice-captain Kamindu Mendis.

India are currently fifth in the World Test Championship standings,
while Sri Lanka are at sixth.

<<<>>> NET/1006

SJ::ANJALI MP-1 15.08.2026
ODISHA FLOOD SITUATION

North Odisha continues to reel under flood fury as incessant rain has
swollen rivers and inundated villages, roads and low-lying areas. The
Baitarani, Budhabalanga and Jalka rivers have risen sharply, with flooding
affecting Balasore, Bhadrak, Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar and other northern
districts. The Central Water Commission has also warned of flash-flood risk
in several districts. The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued
Orange Warning for four districts, Sundargarh, Jharsuguda, Bargarh and
Sambalpur, and Yellow Warning for 26 districts, forecasting heavy to very
heavy rainfall at isolated places. The IMD has also indicated the formation
of a fresh upper-air cyclonic circulation over the north Bay of Bengal
around 19th of this month, which may lead to a low-pressure area over the
northwest Bay of Bengal around 20th this month, raising the prospect of
another spell of rain over Odisha.

PRAKASH DASH, BHUBANESWAR,MAIL,

0742

SANJIO :: MADHVI DP-I 15.08.2026
CHENNALI I- DAY

The 80th Independence Day is being celebrated with National fervor
all through the State. Tamilnadu Chief Minister C.Joseph Vijay hoisted the
tri coloured National Flag at the ramparts of the 382 year old Fort
St.George after becoming the Chief Minister of the State for the first time.
In his maiden speech on Independence day , he assured the people that



his Government would have a zero tolerance attitude towards Corruption.
The Chief Minister vowed that the State had a target of reaching a 1.5
trillion dollar economy in 2036. He said that as a representative of the 8
crore people living in Tamilnadu , he had accountability to maintain social
equality, social justice and a society with no discrimination but providing
for all. He said that the State Government had a cooperative approach
towards Centre to implement schemes which are beneficial to the people of
the State. He said that his Government would assert the rights of the State
in the best way possible. The Chief Minister said that the Government
would raise the assistance for the wedding of two daughters of Ex
Servicemen from Rs. 25 thousand to Rs. 50 thousand. He also said that the
pension for the freedom fighters would be raised to Rs. 23 thousand. and
the family pension would be raised to Rs.12 thousand 500. He also gave
away awards to those who worked for the welfare of the Society. The Chief
Minister also greeted the people gathered on both sides of the Road and
walked to a limited distance to greet them.

<<<>>>JOY/ CHENNAI/ MAIL/ 1148
SANJIO :: MADHVI DP-I 15.08.2026
KASHMIR I-DAY

In Kashmir, the 80th Independence Day was celebrated across all ten
districts with patriotic fervour and enthusiasm.

The main function was held at iconic Bakshi Stadium where Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah unfurled the National Flag and took the salute at
the ceremonial parade.

Addressing the gathering, the Chief Minister said the situation in
Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir has made it clear that the decision
taken by the ancestors of this part of Jammu and Kashmir to be with India
was the correct one. The Chief Minister said federalism and democracy are
the strongest pillars of prosperity and development.

He added that his government is committed to the development and
progress of Jammu and Kashmir and to ensuring that the Union Territory
moves forward on the path of peace and prosperity.

<<<>>> ISHFAQ SHAH/ SRINAGAR/ MAIL/ 1145



SANJIO :: MADHVI DP-I 15.08.2026
ODISHA CM I-DAY
Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi today outlined an

ambitious roadmap for a developed Odisha, with emphasis on security,
education, investment, infrastructure and employment, as the state
celebrated the 80th Independence Day. Addressing the state-level function
at Mahatma Gandhi Marg in Bhubaneswar this morning after unfurling the
tricolour, Mr Majhi said coordinated efforts of the Centre and the state
have brought Left-Wing Extremism to an end in Odisha, creating new
opportunities for development in the affected areas. The Chief Minister
announced free education from KG to PG in state-run institutions and free
textbooks for students of Classes 9 and 10. He said the government is
empowering farmers and women through PM-Kisan, CM-Kisan, Subhadra
and Lakhpati Didi initiatives. Mr Majhi said Odisha has attracted investment
proposals worth 21 lakh crore rupees during the past two years, with
projects worth 3.5 lakh crore rupees already inaugurated or grounded,
generating employment and encouraging reverse migration. He said Odisha
is allocating 6.5 percent of its GSDP to infrastructure, with major projects
including the Puri International Airport and three expressways involving an
investment of about 31,000 crore rupees. In a major measure for youth,
the Odisha Chief Minister announced that the upper age limit for
government recruitment has been raised from 32 to 42 years, while the
six-attempt ceiling for the Odisha Civil Services examination has been
removed. Mr Majhi called upon people to work with renewed Odia Asmita,
declaring the goal of a prosperous Odisha by 2036 and a developed India
by 2047. A colourful parade was held to mark the occasion.

<<<>>> PRAKASH DASH/ BHUBANESWAR/ MAIL/ 1146

SANJIO :: MADHVI DP-I 15.08.2026
PUNJAB INDEPENDENCE DAY

In Punjab, Independence Day was celebrated with full fervor and
enthusiasm. The state level ceremony was held at the border district of
Ferozepur where Chief Minister, Bhagwant Singh Mann unfurled the
National Flag. The National Song Vande Mataram was played before the
National Anthem. He inspected the parade consisting of security personnel
from BSF, Punjab Police, Punjab Armed Police, Home Guards and NCC



Cadets.

Earlier, he visited the Samadhi Sthal of Shaheed Bhagat Singh,
Rajguru and Sukhdev at Hussainiwala in Ferozepur and paid tributes to the
martyrs.

Tableaus from different departments were also showcased on the
occasion.

Meanwhile, Punjab Governor, Gulab Chand Kataria unfurled the
Tricolor at the Union Territory of Chandigarh and congratulated the people.
<<<>>>

RAJESH BALI/ JALANDHAR/ MAIL/ 1052

SANJIO :: MADHVI DP-I 15.08.2026
WB SUVENDU ADHIKARI

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari has called upon the
people of the state to work together to build a more developed, prosperous
and brighter West Bengal. In his Independence Day address through
Akashvani Kolkata this morning, Mr Adhikari extended his greetings to the
people of the state on the 80th anniversary of Independence. He paid
tribute to the freedom fighters whose sacrifices made India’s independence
possible.

The Chief Minister said the sacrifices of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,
Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee, Khudiram Bose, Matangini Hazra, Pritilata
Waddedar and Binoy, Badal and Dinesh teach us that independence is not
merely a political victory, but a sacred commitment to take the country
forward.

He said Prime Minister Narendra Modi has set the vision of a
developed India by 2047, and West Bengal will play a key role in making
this vision a reality. Mr Adhikari said his government is committed to create
new opportunities for the youth, empowering women and ensuring
development in education, healthcare, agriculture and industry.

<<<>>> SANDIPON DASGUPTA/ KOLKATA/ MAIL/ 0956



