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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has urged private sector in space research to build global
aura of innovation so that people worldwide feel that if they want to make a career,
they should go to India. Mr Modi stated this during an interaction with CEOs and
founders of 20 space startups recently. According to the transcript of the interaction,
which was released on National Space Day today, Prime Minister Modi Prime Minister
stressed that the country's vast talent pool and high risk-taking capacity would allow
India to rapidly establish a dominant position in the global space sector [S/B- PM
MODI STARTUP- 31 SECS] Meanwhile, National Space Day is being observed today.
The country celebrates the day on 23rd of August every year to mark historic soft
landing of Chandrayaan-3 near the Moon's south pole, making India the first nation to
reach the lunar south polar region. Vice President C P Radhakrishnan and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi extended their greetings on the occasion. Prime Minister Modi,
while sharing a video on social media, said that in the new global order, India is
continuously expanding its space sector. [S/B- PM SPACE DAY -22 SECS]
<><><>

EVE WB : RAJNATH-GRSE: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today stressed the need
for self reliance in making war ships, off-shore vessels and in other related fields,
describing it vital for security of the country. He emphasized the need of good quality
maintenance services in this field aimed at making India a future ship building hub.
Addressing the Bhumi Pujan ceremony for five projects of Garden Reach Shipbuilders
and Engineers (GRSE) and Yantra India Limited (YIL) in Kolkata worth approximately
3400 crore rupees, Mr Singh said Atmanirbharta is the need of the hour. He said GRSE
could lead in future ship building. The Minister also informed GRSE is building a cargo
ship for Germany. "Emphasising the need to rely on the indigenous defence

products, Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh today mentioned that the armed




forces now showing more interest on the products made by India's defence

public sector undertakings. Raksha Mantri today took part in the Bhumi
Pujan ceremony of five facilities for Garden Reach Shipbuilders and
Engineers Limited and Yantra India Limited in Kolkata. West Bengal Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari_was present _in the occasion. Minister said a
growing vacuum in the ship building sector worldwide can be captured by
India under the "Make in India"” campaign. To realise a Viksit Bharat by 2047
the contribution of GRSE and Yantra India Limited would be immense.
Rajnath Singh also lauded the efforts of West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari for the state government's co-operation to realise the aim of Vikshit
Bharat by 2047.

ICMR- INFLUENZA: Indian Council of Medical Research, ICMR has clarified that no
new strain of HIN1 has been identified and there is no cause for panic. The Influenza
strains currently circulating are also well matched with the vaccine strains
recommended for the Northern Hemisphere. According to senior scientists at the ICMR,
these viruses have been in circulation since the year 2025. According to ICMR, seasonal
influenza, including H1IN1, is mostly self-limiting. Common symptoms include fever,
cough, headache and body ache, and most people recover with appropriate care and
rest. The medical body stated that young children, elderly persons and individuals with
underlying medical conditions may be at greater risk of complications. If symptoms
persist, worsen or become severe, timely consultation with a doctor is advised. ICMR
said that the situation is being closely monitored through regular surveillance, and
necessary public health measures are being undertaken.

NSDC- AI AND SKILL TRAINING: The National Skill Development Corporation

(NSDC) and Cultus Education have announced the launch of a nationwide cloud and
Artificial Intelligence skilling initiative in collaboration with Amazon Web Services (AWS).
The programme aims to provide foundational AI and cloud literacy to one lakh 50
thousand learners through AWS digital training content and to offer intensive, job-ready
training to ten thousand participants through the AWS re/Start program. Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship Minister Jayant Chaudhary said the initiative reflects
the vision of Viksit Bharat, where access to opportunities is not determined by
geography or background. He noted that as India moves towards becoming a global
hub for innovation, technology and talent, it is essential that country’s youth in Tier 2
and Tier 3 towns also get the opportunity to equipped themselves with the skills needed
for the jobs of the future. The initiative will cover all States and Union Territories, with
special focus on youth in underserved communities.

NGT- NEW RULES- GANGA: The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has sought a

response from the Centre over a petition challenging recent changes to rules governing
the protection of the Ganga river. A bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastava, along with expert member Afroz Ahmad, took note of the notification



issued earlier this month, allegedly removing the crucial no-construction zone along the
river and its tributaries. The green tribunal observed that the change was alleged to be
contrary to existing environmental rules, earlier judgments of the NGT and
constitutional courts, the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, and the original
notification. It has been argued before NGT that the amended notification removed
the no-construction provision contained in the original rules and that it wrongly defined
active floodplain based on a “one-in-five-year return period” which refers to a flood
event that has a 20 percent probability of occurring in a year. The matter will be heard
on the coming 27th October.

Delhi Police has clarified that no permission has been granted to any individual
or organisation for holding protest or gathering at Jantar Mantar today. It said that
various videos and posts are being circulated calling upon people to gather and
assemble on the issue of reservation reforms. In a social media post, Police said that
prohibitory orders are already in force in New Delhi District.

<><><>

The BRICS Sports Ministers’ Meeting concluded at Visakhapatnam in Andhra
Pradesh with unanimous adoption of the Sports Joint Declaration. The Declaration
reaffirms the commitment of the member countries to strengthen cooperation in sport
through dialogue, mutual respect and inclusiveness. Held under India’s BRICS
Chairship 2026, the meeting brought together Sports Ministers and senior
representatives of Member States

In Men's Cricket, India were 300 for 5 in their first innings against hosts Sri Lanka at
stumps on Day 1 of the second and final Test in Colombo. Devdutt Padikkal continued
his impressive form, scoring his second consecutive Test century. He made 117 off 193
balls. Earlier, India won the toss and opted to bat. India won the first Test by 165 runs
and currently lead the two match series 1- nil.
<><><>

In the FIH Hockey World Cup, the Indian women’s team will take on Australia
tonight. India must win this match to stay in contention for a semi-final berth. The Pool
E match will begin at 10:30 PM Indian Standard Time.



