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NSD

PARAS EP-I 14/08/2026
PRESIDENT - ADDRESS TO NATION

President Droupadi Murmu has said that Indian Economy is moving
ahead as the fastest growing major economy despite warfare and instability
prevailing in several parts of the world. Addressing the nation on the eve of
the 80th Independence Day this evening, the President highlighted that
according to economic projections, the growth rate of the Indian economy is
expected to be more than twice the average global growth rate. She added
that ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan' has further strengthened the foundation of
country’s economic progress and national security. The President highlighted
that India has achieved some of the Sustainable Development Goals 2030,
ahead of schedule.

(Byte- President)

President Droupadi Murmu also noted that national interest is the
foundation of India’s foreign policy and peace, cooperation, dialogue, and the
ideal of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam are the pillars of its foreign policy. She said,
India has entered into Free Trade Agreements with many countries to
enhance economic cooperation and strengthen mutual relations. The
President said that India is playing a leading role among the countries of the
Global South and the country has grown in stature on the global stage.
President Murmu said, India believes in a rules-based international order, and
her endeavour is to ensure that the global community receives appropriate
representation in the United Nations and other multilateral organisations. She
said, this endeavour has been getting strong support from many countries.

(Byte- President)

On Operation Sindoor, President Droupadi Murmu said that the historic
operation against terrorism demonstrated the capability of the Indian Armed
Forces to act with precision. She said, the Operation sent a clear and firm
message to terrorists and those who support them that no matter where they
hide, they will have to face the consequences of their actions. She said, the
suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty with the country that harbours
terrorism is a decisive step in the interest of the nation, especially the
farmers.



(Byte- President)

President Droupadi Murmu highlighted that making the country
Naxal-free is a major achievement, as for decades, Naxalism posed a serious
challenge to the nation. She said, today, the areas once affected by Naxalism
are filled with enthusiasm.

(Byte- President)

In her address, the President said that students are the architects of
India's future and everyone must contribute to safeguard their future. As
Public examinations become gateways to the opportunities for the students,
she emphasised that the Government is undertaking comprehensive steps to
reform these examinations. The objectives of these reforms are to completely
curb the use of unfair means in public examinations, make the examination
system more transparent, more secure, and more trustworthy for the youth.

(Byte- President)

President Droupadi Murmu also highlighted that equality of status and
of opportunity, along with the dignity of the individual, are among the
cherished ideals of the Constitution. She said, today, people from ordinary
backgrounds are making extraordinary contributions in many fields.

(Byte- President)

In her address, the President also threw light on the upliftment of the
deprived sections of society, saying that more than 25 crore people have
been lifted out of poverty. She mentioned that under ‘Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana’, the world's largest programme of financial inclusion, nearly 59
crore account holders have joined the banking system and, out of these,
more than 32 crore account holders are women. She also said that food
security has been ensured for more than 80 crore people by providing them
free rations and under ‘Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana’,
free healthcare coverage of up to five lakh rupees per year has been provided
to 60 crore people. She also said that Kisan Samman Nidhi and Kisan Credit
Cards have provided support to farmers engaged in activities such as
farming, dairy, poultry, fisheries and beekeeping.

(Byte- President)

Speaking about the country’s digital infrastructure, President Droupadi
Murmu said that India has developed the world's largest and best digital
infrastructure and more than half of the world's real-time digital transactions
take place in India. She said, together, the people of India and the
Government have presented an example of digital revolution to the global
community. The President said, by using technology, the Government has



provided benefits of welfare schemes to the people in a transparent manner.
(Byte- President)

The President also reminded that future generations have as much
right over natural resources as the present generations. She emphasised to
ensure that none of our actions result in the slightest encroachment upon the
exercise of this right by future generations. The President also quoted a song,
written by Pandit Raghunath Murmu carrying the message that all people
must remain committed to preserving nature and human values. She said, a
lush green tree symbolizes the moral ideals and wellbeing of human society.
She said, in the spirit of campaigns such as ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ and
'Lifestyle for Environment' or LiFE, everyone should make efforts to protect
the environment.

(Byte- President)

President Droupadi Murmu also expressed her happiness over the
exceptional performance of girls in the field of education. She said, women's
participation is increasing across diverse sectors, from the Drone Didi who
contributes to enhancing agricultural productivity, to the Fighter Combat
Leader in the Air Force. She also highlighted that in the recently concluded
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, women have won 8 out of India's total
tally of 13 gold medals. She said, the country’s women are increasingly
achieving economic self-reliance and more than 10 crore women are
members of Self Help Groups. She said, the target of creating three crore
Lakhpati Didis has been achieved, and now the country is moving towards the
goal of creating three crore new Lakhpati Didis. She also said that ‘Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam’ has been enacted in 2023 with the purpose of reserving
33 per cent representation for women in the Lok Sabha and Legislative
Assemblies. She said, achieving the objectives of this Act will enhance
women's role in leadership and make our democracy more inclusive.

(Byte- President)

Speaking about the country’s young population, the President said, 65
per cent of the country's population is below the age of 35, which most
valuable asset. She said, many of our youth are embracing the culture of job
creation as they pursue the path of self-employment. She said, the
participation of young entrepreneurs has led to the creation of a strong
start-up ecosystem in the country.

Speaking about sports promotion, President Murmu said, sports are
being adopted as a medium for promoting the development of the youth and
for nation-building. She said, under the Khelo India program, the sports



ecosystem is being developed across the country, from the grassroots to the
national level. She highlighted that the Government is making unprecedented
investments to promote sports. The President highlighted that in
international sports tournaments, there has been a remarkable leap in the
performance and achievements of sportspersons.

The President also said that twelve forts built to safeguard national
pride, associated with the Maratha military tradition, were included in the
UNESCO World Heritage List last year and, this year, Sarnath, the site of
Bhagwan Buddha's first sermon, has been included in the UNESCO World
Heritage List.

President Murmu said, India is moving ahead towards building Viksit
Bharat by the centenary year of Independence in 2047. She said, guided by
the spirit of Antyodaya, it is the resolve of the country to ensure that the fruits
of development reach every individual. The President said, embracing the
rich heritage and the ideals of the freedom movement, the nation is marching
ahead on the path of modern development. She said, the Ved-Vakya, ‘Vayam
Rashtre Jagriyam,’ inspires the countrymen to always remain ready to serve
the nation.

<><>ANAND/ANKIT/ANUPAM/1905

PARAS EP-I 14.08.2026
VP - TAMIL NADU

Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan will be on a two-day visit to Tamil
Nadu from Sunday. During the visit, the Vice-President will participate in a
series of academic, commemorative and literary events in Chennai,
Chengalpattu, Thiruvarur and Thanjavur. On Sunday, Mr. Radhakrishnan will
attend the 22nd Convocation of the SRM Institute of Science and Technology
in Chengalpattu. He will also attend the first death anniversary function of
former Governor of Nagaland, Manipur and West Bengal, La Ganesan, in
Chennai. Later, the Vice-President will attend the release of the book titled
‘Echoes of a Nationalist Mind’, in Chennai. The book is based on the thoughts
and writings of the founder of Hindu Munnani, late K. Ramagopalan.

On Monday, the Vice-President will attend the 11th Convocation of the
Central University of Tamil Nadu in Thiruvarur. He will thereafter participate
in the Ruby and Silver Jubilee Valedictory Celebrations of SASTRA Deemed
University at Thanjavur.

<><><> VISHNU/1615 HRS



PARAS EP-I 14-08-2026
GIRIRAJ SINGH-MEETING

Union Textiles Minister Giriraj Singh today chaired a meeting in New
Delhi to discuss important topics related to the overall development of the
textile sector, enhancing competitiveness, and further strengthening India's
position on the global stage. In a social media post, Mr Singh said that the
during the meeting he deliberated on ways to infuse new momentum into the
textile sector's development journey, along with promoting innovation,
technology, sustainable development, exports, investment, and
employment.

PRIYA/1622 HRS

NEELAM DP-I 14.08.2026
SC-DEFAMATION-RAHUL

The Supreme Court today quashed the criminal defamation
proceedings initiated against Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi
over his remarks on Hindutva ideologue V.D. Savarkar. The apex court held
that the prosecution could not proceed as the Uttar Pradesh government had
not given the requisite sanction to go ahead. A Bench comprising Justices
Dipankar Datta and Sheel Nagu allowed his plea after noting that the criminal
case lacked the particular sanction required under the law to prosecute
Gandbhi in the case.
APRAJITA/IANS/1349

NEELAM :: MADHVI DP-I 14.08.2026
DAY UTTARAKHAND TUNNEL ACCIDENT

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami today reached the site
of the tunnel accident in the Peepalkoti area of Chamoli district and reviewed
the ongoing relief and rescue operations. He entered the tunnel and took
stock of the ongoing relief and rescue operations. The Chief Minister directed
the authorities to accord top priority to safely evacuating the remaining
trapped workers and to expedite the rescue operation. He also visited the
district hospital and enquired about the well-being of the injured.

Byte - Pushkar Singh Dhami

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan today expressed grief over the tragic

death of lives in the tunnel collapse at a hydroelectric project site in Chamoli,



Uttarakhand. In a social media post, Mr. Radhakrishnan conveyed his
condolences to the bereaved families in this hour of grief. The Vice President
also prayed for the speedy recovery of the injured and a safe rescue of those
still trapped underneath the debris.

<><>ABHINAV/DIPENDRA/1524 HRS



