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The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) has strengthened international
cooperation in drug control through bilateral agreements with 27 countries
and MoUs with 19 countries. Minister of State for Home, Nityanand Rai said
this in a written reply to a Question in Lok Sabha today. He said that in
view of the increasing challenges of illegal narcotics trade and drug abuse,
NCB, in coordination with concerned State and Union Territory Police,
continues to undertake intelligence-led operations and preventive
measures to protect youth from the menace of drugs. Mr Rai said, a 4-tier
Narco-Coordination Centre mechanism has been established for ensuring
better coordination between Central and State Drug Law Enforcement
Agencies and other stakeholders in the field of controlling drug trafficking
and drug abuse in India. The Minister said, NCB has been regularly
coordinating with other agencies like Excise, Border Security Force, State
Anti-Narcotics Task Force to conduct joint operations to control drug
trafficking.

<><>><>DIPENDRA/1400.
SANJIO EP-1 04-08-2026
JAISWAL- POJK

India has termed the so called local elections in Pakistan occupied
Jammu and Kashmir as complete Farce. Briefing media in New Delhi, MEA
Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that these hollow exercises cannot hide
the reality as the real thing which is happening in PoJK is public protest
and wanton killings by Pakistani Forces. He said that since June this year,
at least 90 civilians have lost their lives in the continuing crackdown. He
said that the Pakistani establishment has answered public discontent with
bullets,black outs, intimidation and repression. He added that Pakistan
must be held accountable and the world should see Pakistan's hypocritical
lecturing on human rights.

BYTE- RANDHIR JAISWAL
<><> AMAN/SUPARNA/1652

SANJIO: MEENU EP-1 04.08.2026



HYD-BRICKS ACWG MEETING

The two-day 2nd BRICS Anti-Corruption Working Group (ACWG)
Meeting commenced in Hyderabad today. The two-day meeting, includes
the 2nd Meeting of the BRICS Expert Network on Asset Recovery.
Addressing the delegates, Ms. Rachna Shah, Secretary, Department of
Personnel & Training, Government of India, who was the Chief Guest at
the inaugural session, called for stronger cooperation to trace fugitive
offenders, support extradition, recover stolen assets and close loopholes
enabling the cross-border movement of offenders and illicit funds.

She said that corruption remains a major obstacle to sustainable and
inclusive development. She noted that it diverts scarce public resources
away from hospitals, schools and critical infrastructure, and undermines
public trust. She underlined that no country is immune to the challenge of
corruption and that no country can overcome it alone. She called for
collective, coordinated and sustained international cooperation to prevent
illicit financial flows, safeguard public resources and strengthen the
international anti-corruption architecture.

The two-day programme includes deliberations on the BRICS
Repository on Informal Cooperation for Tracing Fugitive Offenders Sought
for Corruption and Supporting Extradition, the BRICS Network of Law
Enforcement Practitioners, and the 2nd Meeting of the BRICS Expert
Network on Asset Recovery. The programme also includes a side event on
Ethical Governance

<><>Mahesh Srinivasa/HYD/MAIL/1613

GAURAV EP-1 04-08-2026
JOSHI - PM SURYA GHAR

Union Minister of New and Renewable Energy Pralhad Joshi today
said that with the PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana, over 19 lakh
households are reporting zero electricity bills. In a social media post, he
said that the scheme is empowering citizens while accelerating India's
transition towards a clean and energy-secure future. The Minister
highlighted that over 25 thousand Central Government buildings and more
than 81 thousand State Government buildings are now powered by rooftop



solar.

<><>SAMARTH/AMAN/1430 HRS

SANJIO::CR EPP 04-08-2026
EVE RS-BIRTH AND DEATH BILL

The Parliament has passed the Registration of Births and Deaths
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, with Rajya Sabha approving it today. Lok Sabha
has already passed the Bill. Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai
moved the bill, which aims to amend the Registration of Births and Deaths
Act, 1969.

The new bill has been brought to make provisions for delayed
registration more stringent and to encourage timely reporting of events of
birth and death. The Bill provides that if a birth or death is reported to the
Registrar more than one year but within two years after its occurrence, it
may be registered only with the approval of the District Magistrate, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate, or an Executive Magistrate authorised by the District
Magistrate, following verification of the authenticity of the birth or death.

Replying to debate over the Bill, Mr Rai said, the bill has been
brought in view of the possible misuse of delayed registration. He said, if a
birth or death is reported to the Registrar more than two years, it will be
registered only on the order of a Judicial Magistrate of the First Class. The
Minister said, the system remains largely unchanged, except for the
provision of delayed registration beyond two years.

Mr Rai said that the intent behind this amendment is clear as the
government wants to ensure that every child born in the country is duly
registered. The Minister added that it also aims to prevent discrepancies
such as cases where births are registered improperly or manipulated for
vested interests. He said, similarly, every death must also be properly
recorded in a timely manner, ensuring that there is no scope for misuse or
irregularities in records.

(Byte - Nityanand Rai)

DIPENDRA/ANUPAM/1517
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REV. HOME MINISTRY-FUGITIVE CRIMINALS

India has brought back 274 fugitive criminals from 36 countries
between 2021 and 2026. The Ministry of Home Affairs said that to
strengthen action against fugitives, the government enacted the Fugitive
Economic Offenders Act in 2018. It added that India has developed an
integrated, intelligence-led and technology-driven model to combat fugitive
criminals.

The Ministry said that before 2014, India had extradition treaties with
only 37 countries and there was also no dedicated law to deal with
economic fugitives or to confiscate their assets. It informed that between
2004 and 2013, India secured the extradition of only four fugitives per year
on average, while 110 extradition requests remained pending. The Ministry
highlighted that previous governments lacked the political will to bring back
fugitives but the current government has made the extradition of fugitives
a 'national priority'.

ARZOO/PRIYA/1354 HRS

GAURAYV : PAWAN DPP 04-08-2026
RS - SITHARAMAN

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that the government
has taken several significant steps to enhance farmers’ income and ensure
agricultural sustainability. Replying to supplementaries in the Rajya Sabha
today, Ms Sitharaman said, under the Minimum Support Price MSP
framework, emphasis has been laid on promoting crops such as sugarcane,
cereals, pulses, oilseeds, and other diversified agricultural produce. She
said, special focus has been given to pulses and oilseeds, encouraging
farmers to shift towards diversified cropping patterns. The Minister said,
income sources have also expanded beyond traditional farming to include
dairy, sugarcane, and maize production, thereby strengthening the rural
economy. She said, the Direct Benefit Transfer scheme has provided
financial assistance of six thousand rupees to farmers, helping them meet
their essential needs. Ms Sitharaman said, the Kisan Credit Card facility has
been extended to sectors such as animal husbandry and fisheries. She



said, it has enabled farmers engaged in activities like fish farming, cattle
rearing, and poultry farming to access concessional loans and financial
support. The Minister said, these initiatives have a positive impact in
regions like the North-East, where allied agricultural activities are growing
rapidly. She said, farmers are now able to secure better value for their
produce and diversify their income streams. Ms Sitharaman informed that
adoption of solar pumps has reduced farmers’ dependence on conventional
electricity, lowering costs significantly.

<><>ANUPAM, DIPENDRA/1324 HRS

GAURAV DP-1 04-08-2026
REV. IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department has issued a red color warning for
heavy to very heavy rainfall over Assam, Meghalaya, Sub-Himalayan West
Bengal, and Sikkim for today. The Met Department has forecast heavy
rainfall over the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Chhattisgarh, Coastal
Karnataka, Jharkhand, Kerala, Mahe, and South Interior Karnataka during
the next two to three days. Similar weather conditions are expected to
prevail over Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Madhya Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh,
and Uttarakhand till tomorrow.

The weather agency has also predicted thunderstorms accompanied
by lightning and gusty winds over Coastal Karnataka, Rayalaseema, Bihar,
Interior Karnataka, Lakshadweep, and Jharkhand for tomorrow. Similar
conditions are expected to prevail over Madhya Pradesh, Odisha,
Telangana, West Bengal, Sikkim, Chhattisgarh, Coastal Andhra Pradesh,
and Vidarbha till tomorrow. Meanwhile, many parts of National
Capital Region today experienced light rainfall today.

ISHANI/PRIYA/1401 HRS



