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NSD
RS - EXAM BILL: Parliament has passed the Public Examinations

(Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 with the Rajya Sabha
approving it yesterday. The Bill was passed by the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday. When the House reassembled post-lunch, Minister of State for
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions Dr Jitendra Singh moved the
bil. Chairman C P Radhakrishnan said that seven hours have been
allocated for the discussion on the bill. The legislation incorporates several
significant provisions, including stringent penalties such as imprisonment
for up to ten years, fines of up to ten crore rupees, and the seizure of the
properties of convicted offenders. To ensure the expeditious disposal of
cases, the legislation mandates that every State Government and Union
Territory Administration establish Special Fast Track Courts for the day-to-
day trial. The trials must be concluded within three months from the filing
of the chargesheet. Replying to the discussion on the Bill, Minister of State
for Personnel and PMO, Dr Jitendra Singh said this issue touches every
citizen of India and has stake with every citizen of this country. Mr. Singh
also listed the government'’s efforts to prevent paper leaks and to reform
the education system in the country. (S/B JITENDRA SINGH) Initiating
the discussion, Leader of the Opposition Malikarjun Kharge said the
government has made only cosmetic changes in the new bill and the



proposed amendments will not be effective to curb malpractices in the
public examinations. He said, though the Congress supports the proposed
bill but it lacks very stringent provisions to ensure transparent and paper-
leak-free examinations. (Byte - Malikarjun Kharge)

SC-DELHI PROTESTS: The Supreme Court today directed the Delhi

government to provide proper medical treatment to persons injured by the
alleged use of pellet guns during recent students' protest in the national
capital. The three judge bench led by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant was
hearing a plea alleging the use of metallic pellet guns on students
protesting at Jantar Mantar and other parts of Delhi. During the hearing,
the bench said that police rules permit the use of pellet guns in exceptional
circumstances and said that unless the rules themselves are challenged,
the use of such weapons cannot be considered illegal. The petitioners
sought a direction to phase out or prohibit the use of metallic or partially
metallic kinetic projectiles fired from pump-action rifles and projectile-
action guns for dispersing civilian crowds during law enforcement
operations.

SONOWAL-MEETING: Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways

Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has directed officials to accelerate
implementation of flagship projects while maintaining strict adherence to
timelines. Chairing a high-level review meeting on the Ministry's Viksit
Bharat targets, Mr Sonowal urged officials across the Ministry, major ports
and the Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) to work with a unified
approach to achieve the country’s long-term maritime ambitions. He
further called on officials to strengthen institutional resilience by
incorporating lessons from global disruptions into future planning..

C R PAATIL-MEETING: Union Jal Shakti Minister C. R. Paatil, today

chaired a meeting with Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh Vishnu Deo Sai,
Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi to facilitate an amicable
settlement of the Mahanadi Water Dispute. Senior officers of the Ministry
of Jal Shakti, the Central Water Commission (CWC), and the Governments
of both the States also attended the meeting. Addressing the meeting, Mr
Paatil noted that Mahanadi is a lifeline for millions of people in both the
States. He emphasized that dialogue, technical cooperation and mutual



trust are the most effective means of achieving an equitable, sustainable
and mutually acceptable solution.

KERALAM — RAIN: In Keralam, orange alert indicating isolated very

heavy rain has been declared in 11 of the 14 districts today. Remaining
three districts are under yellow alert predicting isolated heavy rain. Heavy
rain is expected in Keralam tomorrow also. Nine districts will be under
Orange alert tomorrow.

GUJARAT-RAIN: India Meteorological Department has issued a severe

weather warning, forecasting heavy to extremely heavy rainfall across
widespread parts of Gujarat over the next forty-eight hours. Fishermen
have been strictly advised not to venture into the sea till August 1. "The
monsoon_situation in Gujarat remains critical, as the IMD has
issued a red alert for very heavy rainfall for 13 districts today,
covering Central and South Gujarat, including Ahmedabad, Anand,

Surat Navsari, and Valsad. Authorities and disaster management
teams remain on high readiness across all high-risk areas.

ODISHA FLOOD: Odisha remains on high alert as floodwaters continue to

swell the Mahanadi river system, with the season's biggest flood discharge
expected to reach Mundali by this evening. Rescue, relief and surveillance
have been intensified across the affected districts, while fresh rainfall
warnings have raised concerns over the evolving flood situation.
POJK PROTESTS: Protests continued in Pakistan-occupied Jammu and

Kashmir (PoJK) following a brutal crackdown by Pakistani security forces on
civilians earlier this week, which left more than 40 people dead. Local
authorities in the occupied region have now begun targeting women
protesters demanding basic rights. Pakistani security forces opened fire on
women demonstrators gathered in large numbers in Rawalakot and Mirpur,
where they were raising slogans against the crackdown.
CWG MEDALS: In Commonwealth Games, Indian Weightlifter Lovepreet

Singh won a silver medal in the men's 110 kg category while Seema
Kaliramna bagged a bronze medal in women's discus throw at Glasgow last
night. Australia continued to lead the standings with 110 medals while



India were 10" with 17 medals on Day 8. India’s medal count includes
three gold, 10 silver and four bronze.



