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SANJIO EP-11 16.07.2026
UKRAINE- NEW PRIME MINISTER

Ukraine's parliament today approved Serhii Koretskyi, as the country's
new prime minister, as part of a major government reshuffle. President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy nominated Koretskyi, citing his record in the energy
sector and arguing that he was best placed to help prepare Ukraine for
another wartime winter. Koretskyi had been serving as CEO of Naftogaz,
Ukraine's national oil and gas company, since May 2025. The appointment
came as hundreds of protesters gathered outside parliament to oppose
President Zelenskyy's dismissal of Defence Minister Mykhailo Fedorov after
just six months in office. Critics warned that the move could disrupt military
reforms while the war continues.

<<<>>> MANISH
DEEP/PTI/1618

SANJIO EP-I 16.07.2026
IMD - RAINFALL

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast enhanced rainfall
activity with heavy to very heavy falls over East and Northeast India, East
Uttar Pradesh and Western Himalayan Region during the next 7 days.
Isolated extremely heavy rainfall is also likely to prevail over Odisha today.
The Weather Department said that Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh are expected to experience isolated to scattered rainfall
tomorrow. According to IMD, similar conditions will also prevail over Delhi,
Haryana, Chandigarh and Punjab during the next three to four days and
Rajasthan till 22" of this month. It has predicted subdued rainfall activity
over West Central and South Peninsular India during the next 7 days and over
the plains of northwest India during the next 3 days.

Meanwhile, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Rayalaseema, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal are expected to experience heat wave conditions till
tomorrow, while hot and humid weather conditions are likely to prevail over



Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh and Punjab till 18" of this month. The Met
Department has also advised fishermen not to venture into the southwest
Arabian Sea till 21st of July, and into some parts of the south Bay of Bengal
and adjoining areas during the next two days.

<><>SAUMYA/AMAN/1621

SANJIO EP-1 16/07/2026
REV EVE PM - HYDROGEN TRAIN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will flag off India’s first Hydrogen train
between Jind and Sonipat at Jind railway station tomorrow during his visit to
Haryana.Designed, engineered and integrated in India, the train has been
developed using indigenous technology, reflecting the country's growing
capabilities in advanced railway engineering. With the introduction of this
train, India joins the select group of countries that have operational
hydrogen-powered trains. These include Germany, Japan, China and the
United States. The train has been designed to run at a speed of 110 kilometer
per hour but on this section, it will operate at a maximum speed of 75
kilometer per hour.

( Voicecast- Anand Kumar)

India's hydrogen train features a 10-coach configuration,

making it among the longest hydrogen-powered passenger trains
developed so far. It is powered by a 3,200 Horse Power

propulsion system, making it one of the most powerful
hydrogen-powered trainsets in operation. The train is powered by
hydrogen fuel cell technology, which converts hydrogen into

electricity to propel the train. The process produces only water
vapour as a by-product resulting in zero carbon emissions during
operation. Unlike conventional electric trains, they do not require
continuous overhead electrification infrastructure, as electricity is
generated onboard through hydrogen fuel cells, making them a
clean and efficient solution. The use of green hydrogen also
reduces dependence on electricity generated from fossil
fuel-based thermal power plants, supporting India's transition to
sustainable transport. The train is equipped with multi-layer safety
systems capable of detecting hydrogen leaks, heat, flames and
smoke. Anand Kumar for Akashvani News, Delhi

<><> Anand/1729

SANJIO EP-II 16.07.2026




EVE CRICKET ODI

In Men's Cricket, India were .......... for......... iN e, overs against
hosts England in second One-Day International of 3-match series at Sophia
Gardens, Cardiff, when reports last came in. Earlier, England skipper Harry
Brook won the toss and opted to field. India will be missing
wicketkeeper-batter KL Rahul due to illness as Ishan Kishan comes into the
playing eleven in his place. England dropped pacer Josh Tongue and spinner
Liam Dawson to include pacers Sagib Mahmood and Gus Atkinson in the side.

India had defeated England by six wickets in first One-Day in
Birmingham on Tuesday.

The third ODI will be played at Lord’s Cricket Ground in London on
Sunday. <><><> PARAS/NET/CB/1735
SANJIO EP-I 16.07.2026
CHOUHAN - AGRICULTURE

Union Agriculture and Farmer Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has said that India has recorded a production of 376 million tonnes of food
grains and 377 million tonnes of horticultural produce this year despite
challenges like climate change. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi,
Mr Chouhan said that the scientists are now going directly to the fields to
work alongside the farmers. He highlighted that under Khet Bachao Abhiyan,
one thousand 657 scientific teams reached out to 728 districts, specifically
those likely to be affected by El Nifio and engaged with around one crore
farmers.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)

The Minister said that government will launch the 100 Young Scientists
Gram Challenge under the Mission ICAR-100. Mr Chouhan said, during this
challenge the young scientists will compete at the national level to innovate in
future-oriented fields such as artificial intelligence, robotics, precision
agriculture, and climate-smart agriculture. He added that the Ministry will
also develop 100 climate-smart villages that will serve as ideal models for
climate-resilient, sustainable, and modern agriculture. The Minister informed
that Indian Council of Agricultural Research has developed 386 improved
varieties across 44 crops during the past year, of which 94 per cent are
climate-resilient and 29 are biofortified.

<><>DIPENDRA/1737
SANJIO:HC EP-I 16.07.2026
PURI RATH YATRA STAMPEDE
One devotee lost his life and several others sustained injuries in a



stampede during the world-famous Rath Yatra in Puri today. The unfortunate
incident occurred amid an unprecedented surge of devotees participating in
the ceremonial pulling of the chariots of Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra
and Devi Subhadra along the Grand Road. The injured were immediately
evacuated by emergency response teams and shifted to nearby hospitals,
where they are undergoing treatment. The district administration, police, fire
services and health personnel swiftly launched rescue and
crowd-management operations to restore normalcy. Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi has expressed profound grief over the tragic loss of life
and directed senior officials to ensure the best possible medical care for the
injured.
<<<>>> Prakash Dash, Bhubaneswar, MAIL, 1739

SANJIO DP-I 16-07-2026
MEA-JAIPUR

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) in collaboration with Rajasthan
Government today, organized Videsh Sampark Programme in Jaipur as part
of its outreach initiative with the States and Union Territories to strengthen
cooperative federalism. The Programme was co-chaired Secretary (Consular,
Passport and Visa, and Overseas Indian Affairs) Sripriya Ranganathan, and
Rajasthan Chief Secretary, V. Srinivas, co-chaired the Videsh Sampark
Programme.

The discussions focused upon strengthening coordination between
MEA and the State Government of Rajasthan in the spirit of cooperative
federalism to foster diaspora engagement, support to Indian students
abroad, and promote safe and ethical migration and to promote trade and
investment ties. Deliberations also covered Ministry's initiatives relating to
consular, passport, and visa services; collaborative efforts to promote safe
and legal migration and mobility; and opportunities to enhance business,
investment, employment, and international engagement for the State.

<<<>>> PRIYA/1802

SANJIO:HC EP-I 16.07.2026
KERALAM-SABARI MALA

In Keralam, the hill shrine of Sabari Mala opened this evening for the
monthly pujas of the Malayalam month of Karkidakam, witnessing a massive
rush of pilgrims from the very first day. The sanctum sanctorum was opened
at 5:00 PM by Head Priest in the presence of Chief Priest, who then lit the
ceremonial lamp. No special rituals or pujas were performed today. A heavy



influx of devotees, including a significant number from neighboring states,
has been reported at the Sannidhanam.

Special rituals and regular pujas will commence at 5:00 AM tomorrow,
the first day of Karkidakam and will continue until the temple closes on July
21.

<><>Smithy M Palluruthy, Thiruvananthapuram, MAIL, 1759

SANJIO EP-I 16.07.2026
INDIA - SOCIAL PROTECTION

India has crossed the one billion mark in Social Protection Coverage. In
a social media post, Union Labour and Employment Minister Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya said that under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
India's social protection coverage has expanded from 19 per cent in 2015 to
68.4 per cent in 2026, bringing more than one hundred crore citizens under
the umbrella of social protection framework. He said this reflects the Modi
government's commitment to Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas.

India’s social protection system has expanded significantly through
various welfare programmes aimed at providing financial security,
healthcare, and food assistance to millions. These initiatives have played a
crucial role in improving livelihoods and reducing poverty across the country.
India’s strides in expanding social protection reflect a strong commitment to
inclusive welfare and economic security.

<><>DIPENDRA/1638
BS DP-I 16.07.2026

NAIDU- UDAN

Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu today said that the
next phase of the UDAN scheme aims to enhance connectivity to 120 new
destinations and enable four crore passengers to travel over the next 10
years. Addressing a workshop on the next phase of UDAN in New Delhi, Mr
Naidu said the revamped scheme expands eligibility for viability gap funding,
extends support to airlines from three years to five years, and introduces
operational and maintenance support for select Tier-2 and Tier-3 airports. He
said that government had earlier earmarked an outlay of 29 thousand crore
rupees for the next phase, with a target of developing 100 more airports and
200 heliports over the next decade. The Minister added that the next phase of
UDAN will further promote Atmanirbhar Bharat by supporting indigenous



aircraft manufacturing, strengthening the Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul
(MRO) ecosystem, generating employment, and boosting regional economic
growth.
(BYTE- NAIDU)
<><><> VISHNU/1404 HRS



