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REV. PM-IRAN PRESIDENT: Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a

telephone conversation with the Iranian President Dr. Masoud Pezeshkian
yesterday. During the talks, President Pezeshkian briefed Mr Modi on the
recent developments in West Asia and the way forward. The Prime Minister
welcomed the understanding reached, and reiterated India’s consistent
position that all issues must be resolved through dialogue and diplomacy.
Mr Modi reiterated the need for continued efforts to ensure lasting peace
and stability in the region, and for safeguarding freedom of navigation and
commerce. Iranian President also appreciated Prime Minister
Modi's personal role in supporting peace, stability, and regional
cooperation during their telephonic conversation. According to the
Embassy of Iran in India, during the conversation, President
Pezeshkian expressed his satisfaction with the successful
planning and hosting of the BRICS Energy Ministers' Meeting in
India. He voiced hope that cooperation and engagement between
the Iran and India within multilateral frameworks such as BRICS
would continue to expand. Emphasising Iran's commitment to
strengthening and deepening relations with India, the Iranian
President said that the relations between the two countries are
founded on a long-standing historical legacy and mutual respect.

JAPAN - PM VISIT: Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi is arriving in

New Delhi this evening on a three-day visit to India. This marks her first
official visit to India. She will attend the 16th India-Japan Annual Summit



tomorrow with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The Summit will provide an
opportunity for both sides to review and strengthen the full spectrum of
bilateral cooperation as well as exchange views on regional and global
issues of mutual interest. Our correspondent reports that India and Japan
share a long-standing friendship rooted in centuries of cultural and
civilizational exchange, spiritual affinity, and shared values of freedom,
democracy and respect for the rule of law. India-Japan bilateral

relationship was elevated to a Special Strategic and Global
Partnership in 2014. As the two countries approach the 75th
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations in 2027,
cooperation continues to deepen across a wide range of sectors.
These include trade and investment, economic security, defense
and security, science and technology., culture, and people-to-
people ties.

GOVT- CUSTOM DUTY: Government has extended full customs duty

exemption on critical petrochemical products in view of ongoing conflict in
West Asia till 15th July 2026. Centre had earlier provided a full customs
duty exemption till yesterday, as a temporary and targeted relief due to
consequent disruptions in global supply chains. The exemption was
provided to ensure sufficient availability of petrochemicals in the domestic
market as Indian petroleum companies had been asked to concentrate on
the production of LPG during this period. As the situation is gradually
normalizing, this move will ensure a smooth and non-disruptive transition
for the affected sectors. The list of products covered remains the same as
notified earlier. The Government remains committed to supporting India's
manufacturing sector. The exemption is expected to benefit a wide range
of sectors dependent on petrochemical feedstock and intermediates,
including plastics, packaging, textiles, pharmaceuticals, chemicals,
automotive components and other manufacturing segments.

VB-G-RAM-G-WAGE RATE: The Central Government has notified revised

wage rates under the Viksit Bharat - Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin), VB-G RAM G Act, 2025, effective from today. According
to the notification issued by the Rural Development Ministry, wage rates



have been enhanced across all States and Union Territories. It said for the
first time, an interim base wage rate of three hundred rupees per day has
been introduced, ensuring that no notified wage under the programme falls
below this level. The national average wage has risen from 298.8 rupees
per day under MGNREGA to 327.4 rupees per day under VB-G RAM G,
marking an average increase of over 10 percent.

T20 CRICKET - IND VS ENG: In Men's Cricket, India will take on England

in the first T20 International of the 5-match series at the Riverside Ground
in Chester-le-Street today. The match is scheduled to begin at 10 PM,
Indian Time. Shreyas Iyer-led Indian side will look to bounce back from
their shocking 2-nil defeat to Ireland in the last series. All eyes will be on
young sensation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, who received his maiden senior
Indian Team call-up for the Ireland series but did not get a debut in
Belfast. Meanwhile, the second T20I will be played at Manchester on
Saturday, while the third match will be at Nottingham on 7th of July. Bristol
and Southampton will host the final two matches of the T20 series, which
concludes on 11th of July.

REV. FIFA WORLD CUP: In Football, Kylian Mbappe further enhanced his

FIFA World Cup legacy to lead France to a comfortable win against
Sweden. In the Round of 32 clash, France defeated Sweden 3-0 at New
York's New Jersey Stadium this morning to storm into Round of 16.
Mbappe struck twice to take his World Cup tally to 18 goals, now two clear
of Miroslav Klose and only one behind Lionel Messi. Earlier, Norway beat
Ivory Coast 2-1 in Texas, USA to advance to the Round of 16. Norway will
now face Brazil in the Round of 16 on Sunday night.

EVE PREZ- AP VISIT: President Droupadi Murmu today called upon
students to use education as a means to build an equitable and inclusive
society while addressing the first convocation of the Central Tribal
University of Andhra Pradesh in Visakhapatnam. She said educated youth
should not work only for their own progress but also strive to uplift the
weaker sections and contribute to nation-building. The President urged



students to become agents of social transformation, saying education
should go beyond securing employment and help strengthen society,
culture, traditions and economic progress. She said institutions established

with the objective of social justice, such as the Central Tribal University,
have a greater responsibility to promote tribal education, healthcare, skill
development, livelihoods and forest rights. The President said the benefits
of modern science should reach every section of society while preserving
India's rich heritage. She appreciated the University's initiatives, including
its Science and Technology Hub, Tribal Skill Development Centre and
grassroots development programmes for tribal empowerment. She also
stressed the need to preserve tribal languages and dialects and lauded the
University's documentation of the dialects of tribal communities, including
the Koya and Savara.

AMARNATH-YATRA: Elaborate arrangements for accommodation of 55
thousand pilgrims have been put in place for the annual Amarnath Yatra,
with the focus on enhanced security. Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha,
who is also the chairman of the Shri Amarnath Shrine Board will flag off the
first convoy. The 57-day pilgrimage to the 3 thousand 880 metre high
Amarnath cave shrine will commence on 3rd July. The Yatra will commence
from the traditional 48-kilometers Nunwan-Pahalgam route in Anantnag
district and the shorter but steeper 14-kilometer Baltal route in Ganderbal
district. Divisional Commissioner of Jammu Ramesh Kumar said that
arrangements have been made to accommodate around 55 thousand
pilgrims across the Jammu division.



