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08.07.2026

JAISHANKAR-KUWAIT FM

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today met his Kuwaiti

counterpart Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah in Kuwait. In a social

media post, Dr Jaishankar said, they discussed the impact of Gulf conflict on

the region. He conveyed appreciation for ensuring the well-being of Indian

community. They jointly assessed the cooperation focusing on energy, trade,

investments, defence, technology, food security and health domains. The

External Affairs Minister expressed confidence that India-Kuwait Strategic

Partnership will continue to strengthen in times to come.
<><>ANUPAM/2034

BS EP-I 08.07.2026
PRALHAD JOSHI-STATES

Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
Pralhad Joshi today met Ministers and representatives from various states in
New Delhi to discuss food security concerns. In a series of social media post,
Mr Joshi said that he met Kerala's Minister for Food and Civil Supplies, Anoop
Jacob to discuss key issues concerning food security, the Public Distribution
System, consumer affairs and legal metrology in the State. They deliberated
on paddy procurement and related matters, along with measures to
strengthen the Public Distribution System and consumer protection. During
the meeting, Mr Joshi urged Kerala Government to adopt the rightful
beneficiary targeting methodology followed by other States to ensure that
food support reaches only genuine and eligible beneficiaries. He assured that
the issues raised will be examined in accordance with the existing policy
framework.



The Consumer Affairs Minister also met Karnataka's Minister of Food
and Civil Supplies, K. H. Muniyappa and discussed matters related to the
state's Food and Civil Supplies Department. Discussions were held regarding
the grants under the previous year's MSP scheme.

Earlier in the day, Mr Joshi met a delegation led by Union Minister G
Kishan Reddy to discuss Telangana's paddy procurement requirements. The
delegation highlighted the State's rising production and sought consideration
for enhancing the procurement target to ensure better support for farmers. It
also expressed appreciation for the Centre's consistent support to Telangana
through timely policy interventions and procurement-related decisions over
the years. The Union Minister has asked the Department to examine the
proposal in detail and assess its feasibility in accordance with the prevailing
guidelines.

<><>ANUPAM/RISHU/2053 HRS

SJA NP-I

08.07.2026
RAIJNATH-AGRI CONCLAVE

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the government is continuously working for
the empowerment of farmers. Addressing the Valedictory Session of the
Agriculture Leadership Conclave 2026 in New Delhi this evening, Mr Singh
said, with initiatives like the historic increase in MSP, economic assistance
under PM-KISAN, protective shield through PM Fasal Bima Yojana, record
agricultural credit, 13 lakh crore rupees subsidies on fertilizers, government is
working to increase farmers' income, reduce costs and make agriculture
self-reliant.

The Minister said, Food Security is the foundation of the country's
National Security, Strategic Autonomy, and Sovereignty. He said, it can be
said that the soldier deployed at the border and the farmer toiling in the field
are both fulfilling the same national duty, which is to protect the self-respect
of the nation.

Mr Singh said, the youth of the country need to view agriculture from a
new perspective. He said, through their innovation, skills, and
entrepreneurship, the youth can contribute to build an agricultural system
that is modern, self-reliant, smart, nature-friendly and sustainable.

<><>ANUPAM/2208 HRS



SJA NP-1
08.07.2026

GADKARI-DELHI-MUMBAI EXPRESS

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways, Nitin Gadkari, said
today that nearly 80 per cent of the DelhiMumbai Expressway has been
completed at a cost of Rs 1.10 lakh crore, and the remaining work is
progressing rapidly. He added that within the next two years, commuters will
be able to travel from Delhi to Nariman Point and the Jawaharlal Nehru Port
in Mumbai in just 12 hours. Addressing a public gathering near the Dara
Tunnel in Kota after inspecting a 90-km stretch of the expressway from the
Laban Interchange in Bundi to Kota, Gadkari said, "We deliver what we
promise. That is our hallmark." Union Minister Gadkari was accompanied by
the Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma.

<><><>SJA/ IANS/2314 HRS

SHUKLA MP-1 09.07.2026
AP-TOBACCO COMPANIES

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu has directed
tobacco companies to immediately begin procurement operations at the
Minimum Support Price to protect farmers’ interests and restore their
confidence.

Reviewing tobacco procurement with officials and traders at the
Secretariat in Amaravati, the Chief Minister said the price of tobacco should
not fall below 200 rupees per kilogram and asked companies to expedite the
auction process. Expressing displeasure over the functioning of the Tobacco
Board, he questioned the slow pace of procurement in Andhra Pradesh
despite normal purchases in neighbouring Karnataka.

Mr. Naidu reviewed the procurement commitments of 28 companies
and warned that firms failing to honour their procurement indents would face
action.

Officials informed that companies had placed indents for 142 million



kilograms of tobacco, while production reached 232 million kilograms,
resulting in oversupply and slower procurement. Company representatives
attributed the situation to excess production and declining exports but
assured the Chief Minister that procurement would continue.

Ministers K. Atchannaidu, A. Ramanarayana Reddy, G.Ravi Kumar and
D. Bala Veera Anjaneya Swamy attended the review meeting.

CB/Allu Murali, VIIYAWADA, MAIL/0436
SHUKLA MP-1
09.07.2026

INDIA-MYANMAR MEET

India and Myanmar have discussed bilateral security cooperation and
reviewed progress under bilateral dialogue mechanisms. The two-day 23rd
National Level Meeting between India and Myanmar concluded in New Delhi
yesterday. Ministry of Home Affairs said that the two sides discussed
cooperation in combating transnational crimes, including terrorism,
insurgency, narcotics trafficking, arms smuggling, human trafficking, wildlife
trafficking, cybercrime and other forms of organised crime. They also agreed
to enhance intelligence sharing and operational coordination, and undertake
capacity-building initiatives to address shared security challenges effectively.
The meeting reaffirmed the importance attached by both countries to their
longstanding friendship and close partnership and their shared commitment
to further strengthen cooperation for the mutual benefit of the two countries.

They reviewed the prevailing security situation along the
India-Myanmar border and reaffirmed the importance of maintaining peace,
stability and security along the India-Myanmar border. Both sides
underscored the importance of preventing the misuse of sovereign territory
for activities inimical to their security interests. The Myanmar side assured
that its territory would not be permitted to be used against India’s security
interests. The two sides shared the importance of working closely towards
the completion of Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport project and the
India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway. The two sides agreed to continue
close engagement and cooperation on security matters among relevant
agencies through existing bilateral mechanisms, regular exchanges, training
programmes and implementation of mutually agreed decisions.

The Indian side underlined that Myanmar occupies an important place



in India's Neighbourhood First, Act East and Mutual and Holistic
Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions (MAHASAGAR)
policies. Home Secretary, Govind Mohan led the Indian delegation and
Deputy Minister, Myanmar’s Ministry of Home Affairs, Major General Min Thu
led the Myanmar delegation.

CB/ANUPAM/RISHU/0439

SHUKLA MP-II
09.07.2026

PM - AUSTRALIA VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold talks with his Australian
counterpart Anthony Albanese in Melbourne today. Discussions between the
two leaders are expected to focus on strengthening cooperation in trade,
defence, critical technologies, education and people-to-people ties. His visit is
expected to provide fresh momentum to the India-Australia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. Prime Minister Modi is also scheduled to participate in
the India-Australia CEOs Forum and address business leaders from both
countries. He will also interact with the Indian diaspora at a community event
in Melbourne. Mr Modi arrived in Melbourne yesterday evening on a 3-day
visit to Australia at the invitation of Australian Prime Minister. PM Modi arrived
in Melbourne from Indonesia in the second leg of his three-nation tour.

Prime Minister thanked the Indian community in Melbourne for the
warm welcome accorded to him, describing the reception as truly
unforgettable. Braving the winter chill, members of the Indian diaspora
gathered in large numbers outside the Prime Minister’s hotel, greeting him
with chants of “"Bharat Mata Ki Jai” and “"Modi, Modi”. The welcome also
featured cultural performances by local artists. Prime Minister also praised
the Australian-India Orchestra for its rendition of ‘Maa Tujhe Salaam’, saying
the performance reflected the role of music in strengthening
people-to-people ties between the two countries.

India’s High Commissioner to Australia, Nagesh Singh, said Mr Modi’s
third visit to Australia in a decade reflects the significant growth in bilateral
relations over the past few years. Mr Singh said, evolving global
circumstances have brought India and Australia closer, with both countries
sharing common strategic interests and a wide-ranging partnership. The
High Commissioner said cooperation between the two countries has



expanded across multiple sectors, reflecting the growing depth and diversity
of India-Australia engagement.

SUHAS R/MELBOURNE/MAIL/0523

SHUKLA MP-1
09.07.2026

REV. AGRI-KHOPRA MANGOES

Centre has approved the procurement of Khopra and Totapuri
mangoes from farmers in Tamil Nadu to safeguard farmers' interests. Union
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare said that this will ensure better
price realization for producers and protect them from distress sales caused by
market fluctuations. The approval is based on the proposal submitted by
Tamil Nadu. Under the approval, over 87 thousand metric tonnes of
Khopra will be procured in the state. The entire procurement will be
undertaken at the Minimum Support Price (MSP) under the Price Support
Scheme. The total MSP value of the approved procurement is over one
thousand crore rupees.

Further, procurement of over 96 thousand metric tonnes of Totapuri
mangoes in Tamil Nadu during this year has received approval under the
Market Intervention Scheme (MIS). The procurement will be carried out
under the MIS, with the Market Intervention Price fixed over one thousand
rupees per quintal. The intervention is aimed at ensuring that Totapuri
mango growers receive fair and remunerative prices for their produce and
are protected from having to sell at a loss due to sudden declines in market
prices. The measure is expected to provide price stability, safeguard farmers'
incomes, and ensure better returns for their produce.

The approval for large-scale procurement of both copra and Totapuri
mangoes, along with MSP-backed support exceeding over one thousand
crore rupees for copra, comes as a major relief for farmers in Tamil Nadu.
Such interventions play a crucial role in enhancing farmers' incomes,
strengthening the rural economy, and reinforcing confidence in the
agricultural sector.

CB/ANUPAM/RISHU/0525
SHUKLA MP-II



09.07.2026
CRICKET-T20I-INDIA

In Men's Cricket, India will face England in the fourth T20 International
of the five-match series at the County Ground in Bristol tonight. The match
will begin at 10 PM IST.

India trails the series 0-2, making this a must-win game to stay alive.
Captain Shreyas Iyer and head coach Gautam Gambhir are under pressure
after India's heavy 125-run defeat in the third T20I match.

One of the biggest selection questions is whether Sanju Samson will
return to the playing XI after missing the last two matches. India's batting has
struggled throughout the series. Vice-captain Tilak Varma has failed to make
an impact, while the bowling attack has also disappointed, with spinner Varun
Chakaravarthy taking just one wicket so far.

England, led by Harry Brook, enters the match with confidence. Opener
Phil Salt is back in form after scoring 70 in the last game, while fast bowlers
Jofra Archer and Josh Tongue have troubled India's batters with their pace
and bounce.

England will aim to seal the series with another victory, while India
hopes to bounce back and force the contest into the final T20I in
Southampton on Saturday.

Earlier, hosts England defeated India by 4 wickets in the second T20
International in Manchester. The first match between both the sides ended
with no result due to rain.

MAYUR/PTI/0540

BS EP-I
08.07.2026

IMD-WEATHER (with VC)

The India Meteorological Department has said that conditions are
favourable for further advance of southwest monsoon into remaining parts of
North Arabian Sea, Rajasthan, Haryana and Punjab during the next two to
three days. IMD has forecast heavy to very heavy rainfall over parts of
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Bihar, East Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim and West Uttar Pradesh
tomorrow. A Report from our correspondent:

V/C-AKSHIT



The Met Department has predicted heavy rainfall over Delhi,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab, East Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Goa and Madhya Maharashtra
over the next two days. Similar conditions are likely to prevail over
Karnataka, Kerala, Mahe, Konkan, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram,
Tripura, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal till Friday.
Delhi-NCR today witnessed a brief spell of rain, which brought
relief to the people of the National Capital after days of warm and
humid conditions. It transformed the city’s weather into a pleasant
and refreshing experience. According to the Meteorological
Department, the Southwest monsoon continues to remain active
over the region and further spells of rain are likely in the coming
days. The Met Department has issued a Yellow Alert for light to

moderate rain accompanied with thunderstorms and lightning for
the city till tomorrow. With Rishu Jaiswal, Akshit Kumar Vedyan,
Akashvani News, Delhi.
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