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ALL-PARTY MEETING
The government has convened an all-party meeting tomorrow ahead of the
Monsoon Session of the Parliament beginning on Monday. During the meeting,
the government will seek cooperation from all political parties to ensure the
smooth functioning of both Houses of Parliament. The Monsoon Session will
commence from Monday and continue till 13th of next month. During the
session, several important legislation are scheduled to be taken up for discussion
and passage.

SANJIO DP-I 18.07.2026
RAJNATH - TERRORISM

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that for India, zero tolerance
against terrorism is not merely a statement but a firm line of action. Speaking at
the Forces First Conclave in New Delhi today, Mr Singh said that India will strike
terrorists not only at its doorstep but, if necessary, by entering their hideouts. He
added that the entire world witnessed this during Operation Sindoor and it was a
remarkable example of technological warfare. Mr Singh said the operation
involved the use of advanced missile systems, including Akashteer, the Akash
missile system and BrahMos, along with several other state-of-the-art defence
equipment.
(Byte - Rajnath Singh)

The Minister highlighted that over the past twelve years, the Narendra
Modi government has made the revival and strengthening of the defence sector



one of its top priorities. Mr Singh noted that the government had resolved not
only to strengthen India's defence preparedness but also to reduce the country's
dependence on imports to meet its defence requirements. The Minister said that
75 per cent of the budget earmarked for the modernisation of the Armed Forces
has been reserved for procurement from Indian industry. He added that the
government will introduce a new Defence Acquisition Procedure this year, which
will provide fresh momentum and strength to defence production in the country.
(Byte - Rajnath Singh)

The Defence Minister said that the country's defence production has
reached a record level of nearly one lakh 78 thousand crore rupees, compared to
around 40 thousand crore rupees in 2014. He said that the government has set a
target of surpassing the milestone of two lakh crore rupees in defence
production this year.

<><>DIPENDRA/1148
SANJIO DP-1 18.07.2026
REV. WANGCHUK-HOSPITAL SHIFT

Activist Sonam Wangchuk has been taken to a government hospital for
essential medical care. Deputy Commissioner of Police of New Delhi, Sachin
Sharma said Mr Wangchuk has been shifted as per orders of the Delhi High Court
and on expert medical advice due to his deteriorating health condition. Mr
Wangchuk has been on a fast at Jantar Mantar for several days. Meanwhile,
Medical Superintendent of Safdarjung Hospital, Dr Charu Bamba, said that Mr
Wangchuk is under continuous medical observation and receiving treatment. Dr
Bamba added that he is fully conscious and all his vital parameters are stable.

<<<>>> SAKLEN/1149

SHUKLA::KAVITA DP-I 17.07.2026
NT.AMIT SHAH - WB VISIT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has arrived in West Bengal on a three-day
visit. He was received by West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on his
arrival at Bagdogra Airport in Siliguri tonight. Tomorrow, Mr. Shah will visit the
BSF's 18th Battalion at Seema Chowki in Jumagachh, where he will address a
Prahari Sammelan, participate in a plantation drive, lay foundation stones,
inaugurate several development projects and interact with BSF personnel. Later,
the Home Minister will hold a series of high-level meetings at Uttar Kanya in
Siliguri. The meetings will review various administrative matters, the
implementation of the new criminal laws in West Bengal, and the status of birth
and death registration. Later in the evening he will leave for Kolkata. On Sunday,
Mr. Shah will chair a meeting on the law and order situation in West Bengal. He
will also inaugurate the newly constructed Word Museum at the National Library



in Kolkata. Later, the Union Home Minister will lay the foundation stone for Amul
Bengal Dairy's new curd manufacturing plant.
<><>CB/PTI/SANDIPON DASGUPTA/ KOLKATA/MAIL/0110 HRS

SWATI MP-I 18.07.2026

JITENDRA-PLENARY SESSION

Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions Dr Jitendra
Singh will address the plenary session of 2nd National Workshop on Pension
Litigation in New Delhi today. The Ministry said, the workshop reiterates
Government’s commitment for improving pension litigation management
ensuring greater coordination amongst all stakeholders. Nodal Officers and Panel
Counsels of all Ministries and Departments will attend the workshop.
<><><>CB/PRIYA/RISHU/1533 HRS
SWATI DP-1 18.07.2026

VIKRAM ONE-PM

India’s first private orbital rocket Vikram-1, developed by Hyderabad-based
Skyroot Aerospace, is all set for its maiden test flight today as part of "Mission
Aagaman’. The lift-off is scheduled for 11.30 am Indian Standard Time from the
first launchpad at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota in Andhra
Pradesh. The launch will mark the first flight of an orbital-class rocket fully
designed and developed by an Indian private company from domestic soil.
Vikram-1 is named in honour of Father of the Indian space program Dr Vikram
Sarabhai.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi described the mission as a historic new
chapter in India’s space journey. He noted that the four-stage rocket has been
designed to provide rapid and on-demand launch services. In a social media
post, the Prime Minister said the mission reflects the talent, determination and
entrepreneurial spirit of the country’s youth, while showcasing how India’s space
sector reforms are unlocking new opportunities for innovation and enterprise.

Mr Modi extended his best wishes to the entire Skyroot Aerospace team
for a successful launch. He also wished that Vikram-1 soars high, creates history
and inspires a new generation of innovators. The Prime Minister further
urged citizens, especially the youth, to follow this historic mission and join in
wishing Team Skyroot success by using the hashtag #IndiaWithVikram1.

CB/SAKLEN/0859 HRS
SWATI MP-I1 18.07.2026



REV UN-PoJK UNREST

The United Nations Human Rights agency has voiced concern over the
wave of unrest in Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK), calling for
investigations into deaths of protesters. In a statement, UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk urged Pakistani authorities to
exercise restraint, protect fundamental rights, and ensure accountability for
reported violence ahead of regional elections at the end of the month. Mr Turk
appealed for calm as tensions continue to rise across the region. According to
the UN, dozens of people have reportedly been killed since last month
during demonstrations linked to growing political unrest ahead of the
elections. The High Commissioner called for prompt, thorough and impartial
investigations into all deaths that have occurred due to the unrest.

Mr Turk also expressed concern over Pakistan's decision to ban the Jammu
Kashmir Joint Awami Action Committee (JKJAAC), the organisation leading the
protest movement, under anti-terrorism laws. The JKAAC, which includes traders,
transporters, students, lawyers and civil society activists, was outlawed on
allegations of threatening public order and security, while several of its leaders
were subsequently arrested.

The UN warned that criminalising a civil society movement and imposing
sweeping restrictions on public gatherings raise serious concerns about violations
of the rights to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and association.
Calling for adherence to international human rights standards, the High
Commissioner said detained JKJAAC leaders must be granted immediate access
to legal counsel and their families.

Mr Turk also criticised restrictions on internet access imposed across parts
of the territory, saying communication blackouts disproportionately undermine
the right to freedom of expression, including the ability to seek, receive and
share information during a period of heightened tensions. The United Nations
urged authorities to restore full internet connectivity throughout the region.
<><><>CHIRAG/ANI/0625 HRS

SANJIO DP-1I 18.07.2026
DAY BADMINTON-JAPAN OPEN

In Badminton, Indian shuttler and two-time Olympic medallist PV Sindhu
stormed into the Women's Singles final of Japan Open in Tokyo today. She
entered the final after her opponent and World Number 4, Chen Yu Fei of China
retired during the second set of the match. Sindhu won the first set 21-19 and
was leading in the second set 15-10, when her Chinese rival got retired. The
victory marks another milestone in Sindhu's impressive comeback this season.
The 31-year-old began 2026 as World No. 18 and has climbed back to World No.
9. Sindhu will face Japan's Akane Yamaguchi in tomorrow's final as she bids for



the Japan Open title. Earlier, Sindhu reached the semifinals after Japan's Nozomi
Okuhara withdrew before their quarterfinal match. This is her first Super 750
final since returning to top form. She has now reached three semifinals this
season, including the Malaysia Open Super 1000 and the Australian Open Super
500. <><><>NEELAM/CB/NET/1053 HRS

SWATI MP-II 18.07.2026

FIFA-THIRD SPOT MATCH

In FIFA World Cup, European rivals France and England will lock horns in
the third-place playoff match at the Miami Stadium tonight. The match is
scheduled to begin at 02:30 AM, Indian Standard Time. France's World Cup
campaign came to an end after a semi-final defeat against Spain. However,
Kylian Mbappe has been a standout performer for the French side, scoring eight
goals and providing three assists. He will look to add to his tally against England
and strengthen his position in the Golden Boot race. England, on the other hand,
will aim to secure its best World Cup finish since lifting the trophy 60 years ago.
The team suffered a 2-1 defeat to defending champions Argentina in the semi-
finals. Harry Kane and Jude Bellingham have been England's key goal scorers,
with six goals and one assist each.. The third-place playoff match has been part
of the World Cup since 1934, the second edition of the tournament, with the
1950 edition being the only exception.

Meanwhile, Argentina and Spain will face each other in the finals of FIFA
World Cup at the New York-New Jersey Stadium on tomorrow night. The match
will begin at 12:30 am Indian Time.

CHIRAG/NET/0525 HRS

SWATI MP-II 18.07.2026
BCCI-ROHIT SHARMA

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has dismissed media
reports speculating about Rohit Sharma's future in the Indian Cricket Team,
stating that he will continue to play for India after the series-deciding third and
final ODI against England at Lord's in London tomorrow. BCCI Secretary Devaijit
Saikia has rejected the speculations that the Lord's ODI could be Rohit's last
international match. Mr Saikia said, there has been no such discussion.
<><><>CHIRAG/PTI/0527 HRS
PARAS EP-I1I 17.07.2026
GARIFIELD SOBERS - DIES

West Indies cricket legend Sir Garfield Sobers passed away today at the
age of 89. The death of the legendary cricketer was confirmed by his son Daniel.
One of the finest all-rounders the game has ever seen, Sobers played 93 Tests



and scored 8,032 runs at 57.78 with 26 centuries and 30 half-centuries between
March 1954 to April 1974. A left-handed batter and also a left-arm fast medium
pace bowler, Sobers claimed 235 wickets in Test cricket. He played in a solitary
ODI, taking one wicket. He was also the first-ever batter to have hit six sixes in
an over in First-Class cricket, playing for Nottinghamshire against Glamorgan in
1968.<><>RUPESH/PTI/2100 HRS



