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INDIA JAPAN JOINT STATEMENT TERRORISM:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Japanese counterpart Sanae Takaichi
have unequivocally and strongly condemned terrorism and violent
extremism in all its forms and manifestations, including cross-border
terrorism from Pakistan. In the India-Japan Annual Summit Joint
Statement, both leaders condemned in the strongest terms the terrorist
attack in Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir on 22nd April last year. They also
noted the United Nations Security Council Monitoring Team Report of 29th
July 2025 mentioning The Resistance Front (TRF). They also condemned in
the strongest terms the terror incident in Delhi on 10th November last
year. Both India and Japan called for the perpetrators, organizers, and
financiers of this reprehensible act to be brought to justice without any
delay. Mr Modi and Ms Takaichi also called for concerted actions against all
UN-listed terrorist groups and entities, including Al Qaeda, ISIS/Daesh,
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) and their proxies. They
called for resolute actions to root out terrorist safe havens, eliminate
terrorist financing channels and their nexus with transnational crime, and
halt the cross-border movement of terrorists. The two Prime Ministers
reiterated their commitment to advancing cooperation among like-minded
countries towards the shared goal of a resilient and prosperous Indo-
Pacific. They welcomed the steady progress under the Quad framework
and reaffirmed their shared commitment to enhance practical cooperation.
INDIA JAPAN - ECONOMIC SECURITY:

India and Japan have reaffirmed their shared commitment to the salience
of economic security as one of the foundational pillars of the India-Japan
Special Strategic and Global Partnership. The India-Japan Joint Declaration
on Economic Security Cooperation said, the economic security partnership
is underpinned by mutual trust, shared values, and aligned interests and is
a recognition that the prosperity, security, and economic futures of the two
sides are deeply intertwined. It added that this declaration is a recognition
that the synergy between the updated Free and Open Indo-Pacific and the
Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth across Regions
(MAHASAGAR) initiative provides both sides with the required impetus to



furthering economic security cooperation. Both sides will strengthen
bilateral cooperation in five key sectors, Semiconductor, Critical Minerals,
Information and Communication Technology, Clean Energy, and
Pharmaceuticals.

ECI - TRINAMOOL CONGRESS:

Election Commission of India (ECI) has sought responses from rival
factions of All India Trinamool Congress (AITC) regarding competing claims
about the party’s organisational elections and authorised signatories. In a
statement, the Commission said it has written separate letters to Mamata
Banerjee and party leader Ritabrata Banerjee regarding the claims and
counter claims by both factions with respect to organisational elections and
authorised signatories of the AITC. The Commission said both sides have
been directed to submit their responses by 5.30 pm on Monday. The
development comes amid a dispute within the Trinamool Congress over the
party’s organisational structure and the authority to act on its behalf before
the Election Commission. Such disputes are governed by the Election
Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, under which the Commission
examines rival claims, supporting documents and submissions from the
contending factions before taking a decision, where necessary. The ECI has
not expressed any view on the merits of the rival claims and has sought
written responses from both factions before proceeding further in the
matter.

PR MINISTER WORKSHOP:

Ministry of Panchayati Raj will organize a National Workshop of State
Panchayati Raj Ministers in New Delhi today to deliberate on the
recommendations of the Sixteenth Finance Commission. The Workshop will
be chaired by Union Minister of Panchayati Raj Rajiv Ranjan Singh (Lalan
Singh) in the presence of Union Minister of State Prof. S. P. Singh Baghel.
During the workshop, the discussions will focus on the Operational
Guidelines for implementation of the Sixteenth Finance Commission Rural
Local Body Grants, issued by the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of
Finance. The Workshop will place special emphasis on strengthening the
financial sustainability of Panchayati Raj Institutions through enhanced
Own Source Revenue (OSR) mobilization. It will also provide a platform for
States and Union Territories to share best practices, discuss
implementation challenges and exchange practical strategies for effective



utilization of Finance Commission grants. The deliberations will focus on
the provisions of the operational guidelines governing the release and
utilization of Finance Commission grants, compliance requirements, grant
release procedures, institutional preparedness and mechanisms for
ensuring timely and effective utilization of funds by PRIs to strengthen
fiscal decentralization across the country.

PAATIL - ETF GANGA MEETING:

Union Minister for Jal Shakti, C R Paatil today reiterated that the
rejuvenation of River Ganga is a shared national responsibility requiring
sustained collaboration among Central Ministries, State Governments,
Urban Local Bodies, scientific institutions and local communities. The
Minister said this while chairing the the 19th Meeting of the Empowered
Task Force (ETF) on River Ganga. He emphasized that strengthening
sewage infrastructure, promoting reuse of treated wastewater and
conserving wetlands and biodiversity will collectively accelerate the vision
of an Aviral and Nirmal Ganga., Mr Paatil was informed that 524 projects
have been sanctioned so far at an estimated cost of over forty three
thousand crore rupees, of which 363 projects have been completed.

AMARNATH YATRA:

The annual Shri Amarnath Yatra will begin today from both Pahalgam and
Baltal routes in Jammu and Kashmir. Lakhs of devotees from across India
are expected to undertake the sacred journey to the Amarnath cave shrine
during the 57-day long pilgrimage. Pilgrims travel to the holy Amarnath
Cave, located at an altitude of nearly 3,888 metres, to seek the blessings
of Lord Shiva and witness the naturally formed ice Shivling. The Yatra will
culminate on August 28, coinciding with the festival of Raksha Bandhan.
The first batch of pilgrims reached the twin base camps at Nunwan in
Anantnag district and Baltal in Ganderbal district yesterday under tight
security. Their convoy was flagged off from Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas in
Jammu, by Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha yesterday morning. The first
batch comprises 4,822 yatris.

THAILAND - MONK KILLED:



In Thailand, nine monks were killed yesterday when an 11-year-old boy
crashed a pickup truck into a group of monks on a pilgrimage walk in
northeastern Mukdahan province. Officials said a total of 35 monks from
Mukdahan province were on the pilgrimage.

FIFA WORLD CUP:

In the FIFA World Cup, Spain defeated Austria 3-0 in their Round of 32
match at Los Angeles Stadium in Inglewood, California, to advance to the
Round of 16. Earlier, Belgium, the United States, and England advanced to
the Round of 16.

INDIA - SL TOUR CRICKET:

Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has announced the schedule for
India's two-match Test series against Sri Lanka, to be played from the 15th
to the 27th of next month. The opening Test will be held at the Galle
International Stadium from the 15th of next month, while the second Test
will be played at the Sinhalese Sports Club in Colombo from the 23rd of
next month.. Meanwhile, the opening match of the five-match T20
International series against hosts England was abandoned due to rain at
Chester-le-Street on Wednesday night. The second T20 International will
be played in Manchester tomorrow.

CRICKET - WOMEN'S WORLD CUP:

In the ICC Women's T20 World Cup, hosts England defeated South Africa
by 40 runs in the second semi-final at the Kennington Oval in London to
set up a title clash with Australia. The World Cup final will be played
between England and Australia at the iconic Lord's Cricket Ground on
Sunday. Earlier, Australia booked their place in the final on Tuesday with
an eight-wicket victory over the West Indies in the first semi-final in
London.






