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MINES- AUCTION: Union Minister of Coal and Mines G. Kishan Reddy will

launch the Eighth Tranche of Auction of Critical and Strategic Mineral
Blocks in New Delhi today. Ministry of Mines has said that it comprises 20
critical and strategic mineral blocks spread across nine States, including 13
newly identified blocks and 7 blocks being offered under the second
attempt. The mineral portfolio includes Molybdenum, Graphite, Glauconite,
Rare Earth Elements, Titanium, Tungsten, Potash, Lithium, Cesium and
Rubidium. These minerals are critical for clean energy, advanced
manufacturing, fertilisers, defence and other strategic sectors.With seven
tranches of auction completed, the Ministry has successfully auctioned 56
out of 88 critical and strategic mineral blocks, achieving a success rate of
over 63 percent. The Ministry said, the strong industry response across
successive auction rounds reflects growing investor confidence in the
Government's transparent, competitive and market-driven auction

framework.
JAL SHAKTI: Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) under

the Ministry of Jal Shakti today organised the 10th edition of the District
Collectors' Peyjal Samvad through video conferencing. The programme
deliberated on accelerating the implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
2.0 for strengthening sustainable rural drinking water service delivery
through community participation. Highlighting water service delivery,
Secretary of the department, Ashok K.K. Meena noted that over one lakh
activities have already been executed nationwide under the Jal Seva
Aankalan. He emphasised that the operation and maintenance of rural
water supply systems and the assets created under the Mission, must now
be maintained by Gram Panchayats and Village Water and Sanitation
Committees.

PoJK - STUDENT PROTEST

Hundreds of school children in uniforms, accompanied by their
teachers and parents, gathered at Rawalakot's Eidgah Ground in the
Pakistan Occupied Jammu & Kashmir (PoJK), condemning the Pakistani
military's brutal crackdown in the occupied territory. School going students
turned out in large numbers on Monday, waving white flags as symbol of
peace and carrying banners that read "International Media Give Us
Coverage", and raising slogans against the Pakistani Army.



These ongoing protests across PoJK have emerged as a direct
challenge to Islamabad's long-standing control in the region, with Pakistani
forces unleashing a brutal crackdown that reportedly left dozens of civilians
dead and injured, while the region remains under a strict blockade, curfew,
and a total communications blackout.

NASA - ANIL MENON

Indian-origin NASA astronaut Anil Menon lifted off to the International
Space Station (ISS) aboard Russia's Soyuz MS-29 spacecraft at 08:17 PM,
Indian Time, yesterday. This marks the beginning of his first spaceflight on
an eight-month mission focused on scientific research and technology
demonstrations.

FOOTBALL - FIFA WORLD CUP

In Football, Spain stormed into the final of FIFA World Cup 2026 after
producing a commanding 2-nil victory over France in the first semi-final
clash at Dallas Stadium in Texas, U.S. last night. Mikel Oyarzabal opened
the scoring in the 22nd minute, before Pedro Porro made sure of the win
with a brilliant second goal. Sixteen years since winning its first World Cup
trophy, La Roja will face Argentina or England in final at New Jersey’s
MetLife Stadium on Sunday night. In another semi-final clash, defending
champions Argentina will face England tonight at Atlanta Stadium. The
match is scheduled to begin at 12.30 AM, Indian Time on Thursday.

CRICKET - IND VS ENG

In Men's Cricket, India defeated hosts England by 6 wickets in first
One-Day International of 3-match series at Edgbaston in Birmingham last
night. With this, the Men-in-Blue now lead the series 1-nil, ending their
losing streak in International Cricket.

MEA BRIEFING

New Delhi has said that it is closely following the developments in West
Asia. It has again called for safe and unimpeded navigation and the flow of
commerce through the Strait of Hormuz. Briefing media in New Delhi this
evening, spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs Randhir Jaiswal
said, this is key for ensuring the economic and energy security of people
across the world. He said, the Ministry has issued a statement after



summoning the Deputy Chief of Mission of Iran. Mr Jaiswal said, New Delhi
conveyed Tehran its deepest concerns and that it strongly condemned
what has happened. He said, a precious Indian life has been lost and
several Indian nationals have been injured. A couple of them are seriously
injured. The Spokesperson said, India conveyed its strongest protest to
the Iranian side on this matter, stating that these attacks must stop at the
earliest. At the same time, there should be de-escalation, and the two sides
should come to the negotiating table and take the path of dialogue and
diplomacy so that peace and stability can be ensured in West Asia.
(BYTE: RANDHIR JAISWAL)
Responding to a question on protests in PoJK, Mr Jaiswal said the ongoing
protests in PoJK are a direct consequence of Pakistan’s decades-long
systemic exploitation, denial of fundamental rights, and administrative
oppression in areas under its illegal and forcible occupation. He pointed out
that rather than addressing the legitimate grievances of the local populace,
the Pakistani state has responded with extreme police brutality, and
deploying lethal force against unarmed civilians that has resulted in tragic
fatalities. He said New Delhi expects the international community to hold
Pakistan fully accountable for these abuses and misdeeds.
(BYTE: RANDHIR JAISWAL)



