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PARAS : PAWAN EP-1I 11.07.2026
REV. PM- NEW ZEALAND VISIT CONCLUDES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has concluded his historic two-day visit
to New Zealand and departed for India. The visit, the first by an Indian
Prime Minister to New Zealand in over four decades, gave a major boost to
bilateral ties.

During the visit, Prime Minister Modi held talks with his New Zealand
counterpart Christopher Luxon. The two leaders witnessed the exchange of
five Memoranda of Understanding in areas including defence, tourism,
sports, disaster management, and dairy and animal husbandry.

A major highlight of the visit was the community event at Auckland’s
Spark Arena, attended by over ten thousand members of the Indian
diaspora. Addressing the gathering, Mr. Modi stated that the future
of India and New Zealand is intertwined and the bilateral trade
agreement will accelerate India's journey towards a developed
nation.

On this occasion, Prime Minister Luxon described India as a trusted
friend, praised the contribution of the Indian community to New Zealand'’s
progress, and appreciated Prime Minister Modi’s leadership.

Prime Minister Modi thanked Prime Minister Luxon for his warm
hospitality and said the visit had opened a new chapter in India-New
Zealand relations. Referring to the 40-year gap since the last visit by an
Indian Prime Minister, he said, the next visit would not take so long.

(S/B ON GMAIL)
<><><>
CB/MANJU MEENA/AUCKLAND/1939 HRS

SHUKLA::ANJALI MP-I
12.07.2026
AMIT SHAH - PLANTATION DRIVE

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will inaugurate and lay the
foundation stone of various people centric projects of Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation worth 405 crore in Ahmedabad today. During the
programme, the Minister will also kickstart an ambitious mass afforestation
campaign for his Gandhinagar Lok Sabha constituency. A report from our
correspondent:



[V/C - APARNA]

Union Home Minister of Home Affairs Amit Shah has
undertaken an ambitious initiative to transform his Gandhinagar
Lok Sabha constituency into one of the greenest constituencies in
the country through a massive plantation drive. As part of the
campaiqgn to combat climate change, over 1.25 crore saplings are
being planted across the constituency this year. Under this drive,
the Forest Department will plant nearly 60 lakh native saplings
across Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar districts using the 'Van
Kavach' model-Gujarat’s indigenous version of the Miyawaki
technique designed for rapid ecological restoration. Tomorrow,
Mr. Shah will inaugurate the 11th Interpol Digital Forensic Expert

Group meeting and the first International Investigators Crime
Competition at NFSU, Gandhinagar. He will also visit Dahegam to

open a newly constructed APMC vegetable market and attend
Amrit Mahotsav celebrations. Aparna Khunt/ Akashvani News/
Ahmedabad

APARNA/AHMEDABAD/MAIL/0545

SJA : PAWAN NP-I 11.07.2026
NT. VAISHNAW - AI, SEMICONDUCTOR

Hyderabad to Play a Key Role in India’s AI, Semiconductor and
Electronics Growth under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Vision, says
Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.

At an Industry Leader Town Hall in Hyderabad organized by HYSEA,
Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw urged the Indian IT sector to transition
from a software services model to an "Al as a Service" model. He
emphasized that India’s next phase of growth will be powered by artificial
intelligence, semiconductors, electronics manufacturing, and advanced
infrastructure, all aligned with the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047. The minister
highlighted that the strategic shift to Al should be propelled by industry-
academia collaboration, noting that a comprehensive AI curriculum has
already been developed with NASSCOM to train the future workforce.

Addressing advancements in the semiconductor sector, Vaishnaw
stated that India's long-standing dream of building a semiconductor
ecosystem is now a reality. He revealed that twelve manufacturing plants
are currently under development, with three already exporting chips to



Europe and Japan. To capitalize on the global shortage of skilled
engineering talent, the government has provided advanced semiconductor
design tools to 315 universities. Furthermore, electronics manufacturing is
booming, with mobile phones leading exports. The sector is expected to
grow to twenty lakh crore rupees, with the central government heavily
supporting companies and infrastructure clusters in Telangana.

Regarding connectivity, the minister shared that Hyderabad is slated
to become a critical high-speed rail hub with three planned bullet train
corridors. He highlighted a massive surge in railway investments for
Telangana, noting that the state now receives over 5,400 crore rupees
annually compared to the 880 crore rupees allocated during the previous
UPA regime. Additionally, forty railway stations in the state are being
modernized under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme. Vaishnaw praised
Hyderabad as a central pillar for technology-led innovation, emphasizing its
vital contributions to digital public infrastructure, local Kavach safety
technology, and global VFX sectors.

Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy, who also attended the town hall,
stressed the importance of balanced regional growth. He stated that
development must expand beyond Hyderabad into tier-II cities like
Warangal and Karimnagar to distribute investment and employment
opportunities evenly. He also noted that the complete electrification of lines
and the redevelopment of key stations like Secunderabad would transform
regional connectivity. Following the interactive session, both ministers
visited the Medha Bogies Factory at Kondakal and Medha Servo Drives,
where they inspected manufacturing operations and assessed safety
preparedness ahead of the facility's commissioning phase.

<>L<><>
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PARAS EP-I 11-07-2026
EVE- IMD

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy
rainfall across Northern and Eastern parts of the country for the next four
to five days. These places include Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Chandigarh, Haryana, Delhi, East
Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Gangetic West Bengal, Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura and Odisha. Meanwhile,



IMD has issued an orange colour warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall
over Assam, Meghalaya, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim and Bihar for
tomorrow. The weather agency has forecast thunderstorms accompanied
with lightning and gusty winds over Andaman and Nicobar Islands, East
and West Madhya Pradesh along with places receiving rainfall during the
next two to three days. The Met Department said that Coastal Andhra
Pradesh may experience heat wave conditions tomorrow.

Talking to Akashvani News, IMD scientist Dr Naresh said that very
heavy rainfall exceeding 12 centimeters is likely in parts of the Northeast
over the next two days. He also forecast light rain for Delhi this evening. Dr
Naresh further noted that rainfall activity is expected to remain below
normal across most parts of northwest, central and peninsular India during
the next six to seven days due to the absence of any significant low-
pressure system. He added that due to El Nino conditions, the country's
overall monsoon rainfall has slipped to below normal.

BYTE- DR NARESH (IN MAIL)
ARZOO/SUPARNA/2010 HRS

SHUKLA MP-12.07.2026
FIFA WORLD CUP

In the FIFA World Cup, England have advanced to the semifinals,
beating Norway 2-1 at Miami Stadium, Florida this morning. Jude
Bellingham's brilliant two-goal display inspired England to come from
behind to beat Norway after extra time.

England now go into their third World Cup semi-final since they lifted
the Jules Rimet trophy 60 years ago, hoping they can change their fortunes
after losses to West Germany in 1990 and Croatia in 2018.

Spain and France have already booked their places in the last four.
Spain secured a thrilling 2-1 victory over Belgium to advance, while France
progressed with a comfortable 2-nil win over Morocco.

BIMAL/CB/NET/0542

SJA NP-II 11.07.2026
NT. WOMEN'S CRICKET TEST

In the historic one-off Women's Test at Lord's Cricket Ground in
London, India were 154 for 1 in their second innings on Day 2 at stumps.
Earlier, England were bowled out for 170 runs in their first innings today.



Amy Jones was the top scorer with 53 runs. For India, Kranti Gaud took
five wicket haul while Sayali Satghare and Sneh Rana scalped two wicket
each. India Women is leading by 269 runs.

Yesterday, India were all-out for 285 runs in their first innings. The
match marks a historic milestone as it is the first-ever Women's Test to be
played at the iconic Lord's Cricket Ground. <><><>

SJA/CB/NET/2345 HRS

Wimbledon Women's

In Tennis, the 21-year-old Linda Noskova won her maiden Grand Slam title
after defeating fellow Czech Karolina Muchova 6-2, 5-7, 6-3 in the
Wimbledon Women's Singles Final at Centre Court, London last night.



