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In the FIFA World Cup, France booked their place in the quarter-finals with
a hard-fought 1-nil victory over Paraguay in the Round of 16 at
Philadelphia. Captain Kylian Mbappé scored the only goal of the match
from the penalty spot in the 70th minute after VAR awarded France a spot-
kick.France will now face Morocco in the quarter-finals. Earlier,Morocco
stormed into the quarter-finals with a commanding 3-nil victory
overCanada in Houston, Texas. Azzedine Ounahi starred with a second-half
braceafter Morocco overcame a challenging first half. Soufiane Rahimi
sealed the winwith a stoppage-time goal as the African champions booked
their place in thelast eight in emphatic fashion. In the final Round of 32
match played yesterdayat Kansas City Stadium, Colombia edged past
Ghana 1-nil to secure a place inthe Round of 16. Colombia will now face
Switzerland for a spot in thequarter-finals. Defending champions Argentina
also progressed to the Round ofl6 after defeating Cabo Verde 3-2
following extra time in a thrilling Round of32 encounter. Argentina will next
face Egypt, who advanced after beatingAustralia 4-2 in a penalty shootout
following a 1-1 draw after regulation time and extra time.

Government has increased the procurement price of onions for the Price
Stabilisation Buffer by 13 per cent from one thousand 875 rupees per
quintal to two thousand 125 rupees per quintal. Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution Ministrysaid that the revised procurement price will
ensure better returns for onion farmers while supporting buffer
procurement efforts. The procurement of onions through the National
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Limited (NAFED)



and National Cooperative Consumers' Federation of India Limited (NCCF)
for the Government's Price Stabilisation Buffer is in progress. As per the
Second Advance Estimates of the Department of Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare for 2025-26, onion production is estimated at over 307 lakh metric
tonnes. The Ministry said that current stock levels in Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat are adequate and at present, there are no indications
of any shortage of stored onions. The all-India average retail price is 31
rupees per kilogram.

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar will be on an official visit to Qatar,
Bahrain, Kuwait and Oman from today till 10th of this month. During the
visit to these countries, Dr Jaishankar will be meeting with his counterparts
and the leadership. Ministry of External Affairs said, the visit will focus on
enhancing India's bilateral relations with the

countries and also provide an opportunity to exchange views on regional
developments and issues of mutual interest. After his visit to Oman, Dr
Jaishankar will visit New York on 13th July to launch India’s official
campaign for the UN Security Council tenure 2028-29. He will then attend
the 3™ India-EU Trade and Technology Council meeting and interact with
his European Union and Belgian counterparts in Brussels on 14th and 15th
July.

At the invitation of the President of the Republic of Indonesia, Prabowo
Subianto, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will undertake a state visit to
Indonesia from 6th to 8th of this month. This will be Prime Minister Modi’s
fourth visit to Indonesia, and his first bilateral visit since

India-Indonesia relations were elevated to a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership in May 2018. "During the visit, Prime Minister Modi will hold
bilateral discussions with President Prabowo Subianto, reviewing progress
across key areas of cooperation under the

strategic partnership. In Jakarta, the Prime Minister is also scheduled to
address a large gathering of the Indian diaspora, underscoring the deep
cultural and historical ties between the two nations. The Indian community
in Indonesia is eagerly anticipating the visit. Speaking to Akashvani,
Siddharth Tapadia, President of the India Club of Jakarta, highlighted the
strong friendship between India and Indonesia. He noted that this high-



level engagement reflects the importance both countries place on each
other. Mr. Tapadia emphasized that India and Indonesia, as two of the
fastest-growing economies with large populations, together create a
vibrant marketplace. He expressed optimism that the two nations will
deepen collaboration in infrastructure, trade, defense, agriculture, natural
resources, and other sectors.

SHIVRAJ CHOUHAN-VB GRAM G

Union Minister of Rural Development Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
expressed happiness that Viksit Bharat - Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin), VB-G RAM G Act, 2025 has successfully come
into force on the 1% of this month. The Minister today sanctioned and
released assistance of 25 thousand crore rupees to the states under the
Mission through video conferencing. Mr Chouhan said that the VB-G RAM G
Act has successfully transitioned from Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme. He said that the implementation of MG
NREGA took over three years, while the VB-G RAM G was implemented
across the country in only in a day. Mr Chouhan said that under this Act
over 7.5 lakh crore rupees will be invested in 2.86 Panchayat in the next
five years to accelerate the vision of Viksit Bharat .

MoS MEA-GENEVA

Minister of State for External Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh will be
leading the Indian delegation to Geneva, Switzerland, from tomorrow to
participate in the inaugural United Nation’s Global Dialogue on Al
Governance. Ministry of External Affairs said, the Global Dialogue on Al
Governance is a universal, multi-stakeholder UN forum established under
General Assembly Resolution 79/325, following the Global Digital Compact
adopted as part of the Pact of the Future in September 2024. It said, the
Global Dialogue is a unique opportunity to advance international
governance of artificial intelligence in ways that complement international,
regional, national and multi-stakeholder efforts.

DRC EBOLA CASES

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has reported 1,528
confirmed Ebola cases, including 492 deaths, as the country's latest outbreak



continues to spread. According to the latest situation report released by public
health authorities, 239 patients have recovered, while 628 patients are in
isolation or receiving treatment. Another 185 suspected cases have also been
identified.

Authorities have cited several challenges in containing the outbreak.
These include community resistance to post-mortem sampling, limited
capacity at Ebola treatment centres, particularly in North Kivu province, weak
contact tracing, delays in laboratory diagnosis, shortages of medical and
infection-prevention supplies, and insecurity in some affected areas.

AMARNATH YATRA: The annual Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra has witnessed an
encouraging start this year, with 32 thousand 313 devotees offering
prayers at the holy Cave Shrine during the first two days of the pilgrimage.
20 thousand 145 pilgrims performed darshan at the revered cave shrine on
the second day of the yatra, registering a notable increase over the 14
thousand 515 devotees who visited the shrine on the corresponding second
day last year. The second day's pilgrims included 14 thousand 611 men, 4
thousand 480 women, 379 children, 142 sadhus, 35 sadhvis, 17
transgender devotees, and 481 security personnel. With this, the
cumulative number of devotees who have paid obeisance at the shrine
since the commencement of the Yatra has reached 32 thousand 313.
Meanwhile, the fourth batch of pilgrims undertaking the annual Yatra
departed from the Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas in Jammu early today under
tight security arrangements.

TEEJAN BAI DEMISE: Renowned Pandavani singer of Chhattisgarh and
Padma Vibhushan awardee Teejan Bai has passed away. She had been
suffering from a prolonged illness and was undergoing treatment at AIIMS
Raipur. She breathed her last at around 3:15 a.m. today. With her powerful
voice, compelling stage presence and distinctive style of narration, Teejan
Bai gave Pandavani a new identity not only across India but also
internationally. Her remarkable ability to bring the stories of the
Mahabharata to life on stage made her one of the most celebrated
exponents of Indian folk culture. In recognition of her outstanding
contribution to Indian folk art, she was honoured with Padma Shri, Padma
Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan, the country's second-highest civilian
award.



