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SHAILESH DP-1 15-07-2026
REV. PREZ - AYURVEDA

President Droupadi Murmu has called for the adoption of the latest
techniques in Ayurveda for the greater good of society. Addressing the
inaugural function of Saushrutam 2026 in New Delhi today, the President said
that the Central government has established Ayurveda and Yoga on the
global stage with renewed energy. She expressed satisfaction that efforts are
being made to establish the ancient tradition of Ayurvedic surgery on
scientific standards.
(Byte - Droupadi Murmu)

The President said the Ministry of AYUSH is working closely with the



World Health Organization to strengthen the global standardisation of
Ayurvedic healthcare. She noted that standardized documentation, digital
health integration, and the effective use of modern scientific research
techniques will help enhance the worldwide acceptance of Ayurveda. The
President Murmu expressed confidence that the deliberations at the
symposium will generate new knowledge and further strengthen
international cooperation in the field of Ayurvedic surgery.
<><>DIPENDRA/1358 HRS

CETA
The Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between India
and the United Kingdom came into effect today. Simultaneously, the
Agreement on Social Security also referred to as the Double Contribution
Convention also became effective, reinforcing the mobility and
competitiveness of Indian professionals in the United Kingdom. The landmark
deal grants zero-duty access to 99 per cent of Indian exports in the UK
market. Vice President C P Radhakrishnan emphasized that these
agreements will significantly expand market access, strengthen trade and
services, and facilitate greater mobility for professionals. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said, CETA will give a fresh momentum to India’s farmers,
entrepreneurs and MSMEs along with several vibrant sectors gaining stronger
access to the UK market.

SANJIO EP-1 15.07.2026
SHAH- FTA

Home Minister Amit Shah hailed the India-UK Free Trade Agreement
that comes into force today. In a social media post, he said that the treaty is
set to unlock untapped potential across labour-intensive industries, offering
zero-duty market access for 99 percent of Indian exports, including those in
textiles, leather, engineering, food processing, pharmaceuticals and MSME.
He described the agreement as a testament to the vision of pro-people
diplomacy that the government upholds. Mr Shah stated that the treaty will
also extend significant exemptions to Indian professionals in the UK while
strengthening the ties between the two nations.

<><>AMAN/1508 HRS
SANJIO EP-I 15-07-2026
MSDE-WORLD YOUTH SKILLS DAY



Union Minister for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Jayant
Chaudhary has emphasized that India must build a skilling ecosystem based
on trust, quality and lifelong learning to make the country the global skill
capital. Addressing the World Youth Skills Day 2026 celebrations and the 11th
anniversary of the Skill India Mission in New Delhi today, the Minister said
that this year's theme "Skilling for a Shared Future" reflects the country’s
commitment to preparing its workforce not only for domestic opportunities
but also for global labour markets. The Minister said skilling should no longer
be viewed merely as a means to secure employment but as an integral part of
lifelong learning, in line with the National Education Policy (NEP). Mr
Chaudhary underlined that India is positioning itself as a trusted partner in
global value chains and labour mobility. He stressed that every skilling
intervention must reflect quality and credibility. The Minister expressed
concern over the low participation of women in non-traditional trades such as
welding, electrician and automotive mechanics. He said the Ministry's newly
formed Gender Mainstreaming Committee would work towards increasing
women's participation in designing and implementing skill development
programmes.

PRIYA/1554 HRS

SANJIO EP-1 15.07.2026
CABINET

The Union Cabinet today approved 6-lane Greenfield Elevated Corridor
covering over 46 kilometers between National Highway-19 and Varanasi Ring
Road in Uttar Pradesh on Hybrid Annuity Model, improving urban mobility.
Briefing media in New Delhi today, Information and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said that the total capital cost of the project stands over 14
thousand 4 hundred crore rupees and will provide seamless connectivity
between NH-19 and the Varanasi Ring Road, significantly decongesting the
city's road network and improving urban mobility. It is expected to reduce the
average travel time across the project influence area from approximately 60
minutes to 20 minutes. He added that the project will significantly improve
connectivity to major religious, educational and cultural landmarks.

Cabinet has also approved the development of a over 43 km,
6/4-lane Elevated Corridor connecting NH-31 and the Varanasi



Ring Road along the River Varuna for decongestion of Varanasi city
in Uttar Pradesh The Project entails a total capital cost of over 10
thouand 998 crore rupees. The project will reduce travel time
between NH-31 and Kashi Railway Station from approximately 40
minutes to 20 minutes, a reduction of nearly 50 percent.

Byte- Ashwini Vaishnaw

Mr Vaishnaw said that the cabinet has approved Semicon 2.0 with a
budgetary outlay of 1 lakh 27 thousand 500 crore rupees to strengthen
India's semiconductor design and manufacturing ecosystem. He said that
building on the momentum of Semicon 1.0, the scheme aims to further the
government's commitment to putting India on the global semiconductor
map. He said that the scheme will support economic growth, strengthen
supply chain resilience, and establish technological leadership in critical
sectors. The Minister said that Semicon 2.0 seeks to holistically build the
semiconductor ecosystem through six pillars- Design, Machines and
materials, Setting up more fabs, Further strengthening the ATMP-OSAT
industry and Research and Development.

Byte- Vaishnaw

Cabinet also approved the Mobile Phone Manufacturing Scheme with a
budgetary outlay of 62 thousand 500 crore rupees. Mr Vaishnaw said that the
scheme will be implemented for the next 5 years. He said that the scheme will
provide incentive support of 2.25 percent to 5 percent on eligible sales for
manufacturing mobile phones in the country. The minister said that an
additional incentive of up to 1.5 percent is linked to domestic sourcing of key
components and sub-assemblies. He said the scheme is expected to generate
cumulative mobile phone production of approximately 39 lakh crore during its
tenure. It is also expected to create around 60, thousand direct jobs.

Byte- Vaishnaw

The Cabinet approved two multitracking projects covering four districts
across Odisha and Jharkhand, expanding the Indian Railways network by
about 145 km. The Project includes Paradeep-Haridaspur Doubling in Odisha
and Rajkharsawan-Dangoaposi 4th Line in Jharkhand. With a total estimated
cost of approximately 3 thousand 907 crore rupees, the projects are expected
to be completed by 2030-31. The Cabinet also approved the National



Investment Policy for Urea-2026 for Atmanirbhar Bharat

(NIPU-2026). The Policy seeks to encourage new investments in the urea
sector for setting up gas-based urea manufacturing units in the country,
helping achieve the goal of self-sufficiency. The new policy includes key
changes such as separation of fixed and variable costs for greater
transparency. Introduction of a Return on Equity (RoE) band with a floor of
12 percent and a ceiling of 16 percent. Mitigation of foreign exchange risk
through conversion of fixed cost into Indian rupees after four years based on
prevailing exchange rates. The changes are estimated to result in savings of
over 250 crore rupees per plant established under NIPU-2026 compared to
NIP-2012.

><>ANAND/AMAN/1555 HRS

SANJIO EP-II 15-07-2026
FIFA WORLD CUP

In FIFA World Cup Football, defending champions Argentina will take
on England in the second semifinal match at Atlanta in US tonight. The match
is scheduled to begin at 12.30 AM, Indian Time. Earlier, Spain stormed into
the final of the tournament after registering a 2-nil victory over France in the
first semi-final clash in Texas last night.
<><><>PARAS/NET/CB/1700

SANJIO:MEENU EP-I 15-07-2026
J&K-SHRI AMARNATH JI YATRA

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha today visited the Bhagwati Nagar
Yatri Niwas in Jammu and reviewed the facilities and services in place for the
ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra. Akashvani Jammu Correspondent reports
that the LG interacted with the officials from J&K Police, Army, Security
Forces, Shrine Board, and Civil Administration, and took stock of the
measures taken to facilitate the comfortable stay of the pilgrims. He
commended their hard work and urged them to treat every Yatri as a divine
guest. The LG stressed on ensuring flawless registration, comfortable
lodging, and smooth travel arrangements for all devotees of Baba Barfani. He
also emphasised showcasing Jammu and directed officials to organize
sightseeing tours to Jammu Division's key spiritual and tourism spots, while
actively promoting local handicraft and handloom products.



<><><>N. Gulshan Raina
/Jammu/MAIL/1710
SANJIO EP-I
15-07-2026
INDIA UK FTA REACTION

The goods worth 140 million are being exported to the United Kingdom
from India on the first day of the Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi today, Secretary,
Commerce and Industry Ministry Rajesh Agarwal said that this agreement is
completely aligned with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision for Viksit
Bharat by 2047. He said, this is one of the most aspirational and biggest trade
agreements, which will open up opportunities in market access on both sides.
The secretary said that this will not only give a boost to the country's
merchandise trade but also give a boost to services in coming days.

(Byte - Rajesh Agarwal)

Talking to Akashvani News, High Commissioner of UK to India, Lindy

Cameron said that this agreement is a great deal for both sides.
(Byte - Lindy Cameron)

Talking to Akashvani News, Chairman of Apparel Export Promotion
Council (AEPC) Dr A Sakthivel said that due to this agreement, exports will be
doubled in one and a half years.

(Byte - A Sakthivel)

Talking to Akashvani News, Tarun Bajaj of Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export Development Authority said this agreement will be
beneficial for agricultural and processing sector.

(Byte - A Sakthivel)

Talking to Akashvani News, Executive Director of Gem and Jewellery
Export Promotion Council Sabyasachi Ray said that the Gems and Jewellery
sector will be immensely benefited by this agreement.

(Byte - Sabyasachi Ray)
<><>DIPENDRA/1810
SHAILESH DP-1
15/07/2026
DAY IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red color
warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall, with isolated extremely heavy
rainfall, over Odisha today. Heavy rainfall is also expected over parts of North



East India, Bihar, West Bengal and Uttarakhand till tomorrow. The Weather
Agency has also predicted thunderstorms accompanied by lightning and
gusty winds over the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Jammu and Kashmir,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, and Telangana during the next two days.

Furthermore, heat wave conditions are expected over Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, and Karaikal for the day. According to the Met Department, hot
and humid weather conditions are expected over Delhi, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Punjab, Rayalaseema, and Uttar Pradesh till tomorrow.

SAMARTH/1255 HRS



