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PM MODI INDIA AUSTRALIA TIES:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s state visit to Australia begins today, driving
deep economic and strategic realignments with a firm focus on the vibrant



diaspora bridging both nations. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is en route to
Australia after concluding his three-day successful visit to Indonesia.
During his three day visit to Australia, Mr Modi will participate in the third
India-Australia Annual Summit with his counterpart Anthony Albanese in
Melbourne. Discussion between the two leaders will cover cooperation in
areas including critical minerals, the cybersecurity domain, supply chain
resilience, emerging technologies, and others. Prime Minister Modi will also
participate in the India-Australia CEOs Forum, where he will address a
gathering of top business leaders from both countries. Earlier in the day,
Prime Minister Modi visited the UNESCO World Heritage site of Prambanan
Temple in Yogyakarta along with Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto.
The two leaders toured the 9th-century temple complex, with Prime
Minister Modi offering prayers at the main Shiva temple. In a joint press
statement at the temple premises, President Prabowo said Prambanan
stands as a symbol of the centuries-old civilisational bond between India
and Indonesia. He thanked India for its support towards the conservation
and restoration of the temple complex. Speaking on the occasion, Prime
Minister Modi described the visit as a deeply spiritual and memorable
experience.
[ S/B-PM MODI INDIA -]

Yesterday, the two leaders held delegation-level talks in Jakarta to
strengthen cooperation in defence, security, maritime and other sectors.
Prime Minister Modi also addressed the joint session of the Indonesian
Parliament and the Indian community in Jakarta.

In an exclusive conversation with Akashvani News, prominent Melbourne-
based pharmacist, healthcare leader, and Member of the Order of
Australia, Dipak Sanghvi, shared his insights on how this bilateral
relationship is entering a transformative new chapter. The structured
framework of the India-Australia partnership is heavily anchored by the
remarkable evolution of its diaspora. Having served in major public
healthcare governance roles-including as Board Chair of Monash Health
and as a director of Ambulance Victoria-Dipak Sanghvi has watched the
community grow into an influential pillar of contemporary Australian life.
Mr. Sanghvi noted that Melbourne now holds one of the highest
concentrations of Indians in the region. Reflecting on how Prime Minister
Modi's engagement has fundamentally elevated the community's public
identity and structural visibility, he shared: It's so good to see the Prime



Minister of India coming and acknowledging the diaspora... to say that he
does think about us, and he does care about us. What Modi ji has done for
us is that it has brought pride and the dignity of being Indian out in the
public, and being respected as such." This profound sense of civic dignity
serves as a strong foundation for a highly complementary trade matrix.
India’s modernized educational frameworks continue to produce a world-
class talent pool of healthcare workers and engineering professionals
uniquely equipped to address critical Australian structural shortages.
Conversely, Australia holds immense resource wealth, boasting rich
deposits of critical minerals and rare earth elements essential to fueling
India’s ambitious, fast-expanding domestic manufacturing sector. With
advanced education serving as a cornerstone for institutionalized
knowledge exchange, the diaspora remains uniquely positioned to channel
mutual goodwill. By converting political camaraderie into tangible socio-
economic initiatives, this strategic partnership ensures that both
hemispheres remain beautifully and durably intertwined.
<><>

BS EP-I 08.07.2026
JAISHANKAR-KUWAIT

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today called on Crown Prince
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah of Kuwait. In a social media post, the
Minister shared that he conveyed greetingsof Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to the Crown Prince. Dr Jaishankar also appreciated Crown Prince’s
commitment to take forward the bilateral cooperation of Indiaand Kuwait.
The Minister also thanked him for his sharing of perspectives
ondevelopments in the Gulf.
<><><> SAKLEN/1725 HRS

SHIVRAJ - REVIEW MEETING ELNINO:
Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan today said
that several parts of the country have received good rainfall in recent days,
reducing the number of rainfall-deficient districts from 262 to 178. The
Minister said this while chairing a high-level review meeting in New Delhi
over the possible impact of El Nino. He said that after recording a 33 per
cent rainfall deficit in June, the monsoon situation has shown improvement
in July, with the overall deficit narrowing to 24 per cent.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)



The Minister said that the Centre is closely monitoring the situation in
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Karnataka, Bihar, Jharkhand, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Punjab, West
Bengal, and Odisha. Mr Chouhan expressed confidence that rainfall will
gain further momentum during July, leading to an acceleration in Kharif
sowing. The Minister said that Kharif sowing has so far been completed
over 350 lakh hectares, which is approximately over 91 lakh hectares lower
than the corresponding period last year. He added that farmers have been
advised to cultivate short-duration and low water-intensive crops such as
maize, Bajra, and Moong to minimise the impact of delayed rainfall.

MANDAVIYA-EPFO:

The Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) will complete the
credit of 8.25 percent interest for the financial year 2025-26 into nearly 34
crore EPF accounts by 15" of this month. Union Labour and Employment
Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya said that over 1.44 lakh crore rupees will
be credited to subscribers through its new Centralised IT Enabled Services
(CITES) system. The Minister said that the EPFO has completed the
process of migrating its entire database of member records from
decentralised architecture to the new centralised database. Under the new
system, EPF members will have access to a unified member portal where
they can view membership details, PF balances, claim status, pensionable
service records and benefits through a single interface. The Minister said
that the CITES platform also introduces automated pre-validation of claims.
Before a withdrawal request reaches an EPFO office, the system will verify
eligibility, identify deficiencies and inform members if they are attempting
to claim more than the permissible amount. The move is expected to
reduce claim rejections and improve first-time claim acceptance rates. The
CITES Project is an initiative to modernize EPFQ's service delivery through
automation and rule-based processing. The project is designed to enhance
member convenience, improve EPFO operational efficiency, thereby deliver
transparent, and seamless citizen-centric services.

NCW - GANGANAGAR CASE:

The National Commission for Women has taken serious cognizance of the
reported gang-rape and trafficking of a 13-year-old minor girl in Sri
Ganganagar, Rajasthan. The Commission has directed the District



Magistrate and Superintendent of Police of Sri Ganganagar to submit a
comprehensive Action Taken Report within 15 days. The Commission
emphasised the need for effective coordination among all concerned
agencies, including the police, medical authorities and forensic agencies, to
ensure a comprehensive and expeditious investigation. The Commission
took note of the investigation conducted by the Special Investigation Team
in which 18 accused have been arrested so far. The Commission
emphasised the need for the prompt arrest of the remaining accused and
completion of the investigation in a time bound manner. The District
Magistrate of Sri Ganganagar has been directed to identify and take strict
enforcement action against all unregistered and unauthorised hotels and
establishments operating in the district within 15 days. Taking serious note
of the circulation of videos and content related to the minor survivor on
digital platforms, the Commission has directed the police authorities to
ensure immediate removal of such content from all social media and online
platforms.

KHELO INDIA YOUTH GAMES:

The 8th Khelo India Youth Games 2026 will be hosted by Telangana. Union
Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya made the
announcement today. He said the Games will provide another platform for
country's youth to showcase their sporting talent. The Minister added that
the initiative is driven by Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision to nurture
grassroots sporting talent across the country.

FIFA-QUARTER-FINAL:

The quarter-final lineup for the FIFA World Cup has been finalised. France,
Morocco, Norway, England, Spain, Belgium, Argentina and Switzerland
have booked their places in the last eight after winning their round of 16
matches. The knockout stage now enters a crucial phase, with each team
aiming to secure a place in the semifinals. France will face Morocco in the
first quarter-final on Friday. The match will start at 1:30 AM. While Spain
will take on Belgium on Saturday at 12:30 AM. On Sunday, Norway will
play against England in their maiden FIFA World Cup quarter-final, and
defending champions Argentina will meet Switzerland in the final quarter-
final.



