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PARAS EP-I
24.07.2026
CABINET- BILL ON PAPER LEAK

The Union Cabinet today approved a draft Bill to set up fast-track



courts and to ensure stricter punishment in cases of paper leaks and exam
malpractices. The Cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the Parliament House complex approved the draft bill. Sources told
Akashvani News that the proposed legislation is expected to be introduced
in Parliament next week.

Mr Modi in a video message yesterday had announced that a bill
containing provisions for strong action against paper leaks will be
introduced in Parliament.

<><>ANUPAM/1747

PARAS : GR EPP 24.07.2026

RIJIJU BILL

Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju today said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has emphasised that there should be no delay in
bringing a stringent bill to prevent malpractices in examinations. Talking to
reporters on the Parliament premises, Mr Rijiju said, the country also wants
the same, and there should be no obstruction to the passage of the Bill. Mr
Rijiju said, the Government is taking important steps to safeguard the
future of students. He added that if the Opposition creates hurdles in

Parliamentary discussions on the issue, it will have to face the anger of the



country's youth.

(S/B: RIJIIU)

<><>ANKIT/ AKSHIT/ 1603 HRS

PARAS : GR EPP 24.07.2026

LS-HEALTH-SEATS

The Government has increased the number of Medical Colleges,
Under Graduate (UG) and Post Graduate (PG) seats. In a written reply in
the Lok Sabha today, Minister of State for Health & Family Welfare
Anupriya Patel said that the number of Medical Colleges have increased
from 387 to 844; UG seats from fifty one thousand 348 to one lakh thirty
nine thousand 489 and PG seats from thirty one thousand 185 to eighty six
thousand 360 from 2014 to as on date. The Minister said that the opening
up of new medical colleges in the remote and undeserved areas of the
country coupled with increase in MBBS seats will enhance the availability of
doctors and further improve healthcare delivery. Ms Patel also said that the
Family Adoption Programme (FAP) has been incorporated into the MBBS

curriculum to provide equitable healthcare access to rural population. FAP



involves medical colleges adopting villages, and MBBS students adopting

families within these villages.

<><><>BISHAL/MAIL/1551 HRS

BHUVNESH DP-1I
24.07.2026

FIDE- INTERIM PREZ

Five-time world champion Viswanathan Anand took charge of the
International Chess Federation (FIDE) as interim President after its Russian
head, Arkady Dvorkovich, was placed on the latest European Union
sanctions list. Anand will act as Interim President as long as Dvorkovich is
subject to the restrictive measures provided by the Swiss and EU laws and
regulations in force.

<><>PAYAL/IANS/1144

PARAS EPI
24.7.26

CABINET

Cabinet Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved 3rd

and 4th Line of Ballari - Guntakal section in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh



with total cost of one thousand 264 crore rupees. It will increase the
existing network of Indian Railways by about 46 kilometres. Briefing media
in New Delhi this afternoon, Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said, it will improve connectivity between Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka. The project is planned on PM-Gati Shakti National Master Plan
with focus on enhancing multi-modal connectivity and logistic efficiency
through integrated planning and stakeholder consultations. It will provide
seamless connectivity for movement of people, goods, and services. The
project will cover three districts across Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. The
proposed multi-tracking project will enhance connectivity to approximately
99 villages, which are having a population of about seven lakhs.

Cabinet has also approved Bharat Audyogik Vikas Yojana Rasayan or
BHAVYA - Rasayan Scheme for establishing three dedicated Chemical Parks
in the country. The Scheme was announced in the Union Budget of 2026-
27. The Scheme will have a total financial outlay of three thousand and
thirty crore rupees. This includes three thousand crore rupees towards
meeting the cost of establishing the Common Infrastructure Facilities and
Basic Utilities inside the park and 30 crore rupees as administrative
expenditure. The scheme would run for a period of five years from 2026-27
to 2030-31. Centre will provide a grant of up to one thousand crore rupees
per park. This will be subject to minimum contribution of 500 crore rupees

by the concerned State Government.

<><>Anupam/Ph/Suparna/1632 hrs
PARAS EP-1 24.07.2026



NADDA-CJP

Union Ministers J P Nadda and Dr Jitendra Singh today met the CJP
delegation in New Delhi. Talking to the media after the meeting Mr Nadda
said that during the meeting they gave patient hearing to the demands of
the CJP regarding reforms in the examination system. Mr Nadda said that
the CJP had put forth 3 main demands and also suggested some reforms
to curb examination paper leak. Mr Nadda added that the Government will

hold another round of discussion with the delegation tomorrow.
[S/B-J P NADDA]

VISHNU/ANAND/1558HRS

PARAS : KAVITA EPP 24.07.2026
RS-VAISHNAW RAIL SAFETY

Minister for Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that safety is
accorded the highest priority on Indian Railways. In a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha today, Mr Vaishnaw said, as a consequence of various safety
measures taken over the years, there has been a steep decline in the
number of accidents on Indian Railways. He said, the number of
consequential train accidents has reduced from 135 in 2014-15 to just two
accidents in this financial year so far. The Minister said, the expenditure on
safety-related activities has increased from around 39 thousand crore
rupees in 2013-14 to over one lakh 20 thousand crore rupees in 2026-27.

He said, electrical or electronic interlocking systems with centralised



operation of points and signals have been provided at six thousand 671
stations to reduce accidents due to human failure. Mr Vaishnaw said,
interlocking of Level Crossing Gates has been provided at 10 thousand 395

Level Crossing Gates to enhance safety there.

<>ANUPAM/1726

BHUVNESH : SAPNA DP-I 24.07.2026
PREZ-INDIA & ROMANIA

President Droupadi Murmu today called for expanding economic and
investment ties between India and Romania, saying the two countries have
immense untapped potential for deeper commercial cooperation.
Addressing the India-Romania Business Forum in Bucharest, the President
said Romania’s strategic location, skilled workforce and strong integration
with the European Union make it a valuable partner for India and a
gateway to the wider European market.

President Murmu said the proposed India-European Union Free Trade
Agreement will be a landmark in strengthening economic ties by promoting
trade, investment and resilient supply chains. She also highlighted the
importance of its early implementation to create new opportunities for
businesses, MSMEs and start-ups. The President said India and Romania
can significantly enhance cooperation in sectors such as defence
manufacturing, renewable energy, green hydrogen, nuclear energy,
information technology, digital public infrastructure, cyber security,
transportation, logistics, pharmaceuticals, healthcare, agriculture and food

processing. She noted that India’s rapidly growing economy, investor-



friendly reforms and the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 offer vast
opportunities for global partnerships and investments.

President Murmu also underlined the role of institutional mechanisms
such as the Joint Economic Commission, the Joint Working Group on
Energy and the Joint Defence Cooperation Committee in strengthening
bilateral cooperation. She expressed confidence that today’s interactions
between business leaders will lead to new investments, stronger
partnerships and lasting business relationships, taking India-Romania

economic cooperation to new heights.

<><>SUBHASHREE MAHAPATRA/WHATSAPP/1347 HRS

PARAS EP-II 24-07-26
SPAIN-EMERGENCY

Spain government declared a national emergency today after multiple
wildfires forced the evacuation of about 10,000 people in the central
Madrid region.Madrid's regional government said about 10,000 people have
been evacuated from several villages as wildfires burn out of control during
a heat wave. More than 100,000 hectares have burned across Spain
this year, including the country's second-largest wildfire on record, which
scorched about 32,000 hectares in recent days in the province of

Guadalajara. <><><> JPG/PTI/1637 HRS



