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PM-EXAM TASK FORCE: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced
the constitution of a high-powered task force on examination reforms
which will be led by renowned technology expert Nandan Nilekani. In a
video message, he said that the task force will focus on examination
reforms, and based on its report, steps will be taken as soon as possible to
ensure the credibility of upcoming examinations. He said that the country's
examination system must be trustworthy, transparent, and leverage
technology to the maximum extent. The task force will also consist of
Former IB Director Tapan Deka, Former ISRO Chairman S Somnath, IIT
Chennai Director V Kamakoti. Besides, Former Education Secretary Anita
Karwal, and Logistics Expert Amrit Lal Meena are also part of the task
force. The Prime Minister added that the government is also moving
forward toward introducing a new law in Parliament today with stringent
legal provisions regarding examinations. Mr Modi also emphasised the
government’s commitment to safeguarding the integrity of competitive
exams and protecting the future of millions of students.
BYTE- NARENDRA MODI

SHAH-PM: Union Home Minister Amit Shah said that under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the government follows the principle of
constant reform to safeguard the future of our new generation. Underlining
the newly constituted High-powered task force under the leadership of
Nandan Nilekani, Mr Shah said, the task force will ensure that no one can
ever breach the sanctity of the country's examination system. He also said
that the government will impose exemplary punishment on the culprits of
the paper leak and ensure that no one ever dares to commit this crime.



PARLIAMENT-BILL: The government will introduce the the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 in the
Lok Sabha today. The Bill seeks to amend the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024. It will be introduced by Union
Minister Dr Jitendra Singh. On Friday, Union Cabinet had approved a draft
Bill to set up fast-track courts and to ensure stricter punishment in cases of
paper leaks and exam malpractices.

FUR REV PM-VB VILLAGE: Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, the youth
of the country have a crucial role in building a Viksit Bharat. He said they
are not only the driving force behind a developed India but also its greatest
beneficiaries. Addressing participants of the Viksit Vibrant Village
Programme through video conferencing, Mr Modi said, when the energy of
youth is channelled towards addressing national challenges and finding
solutions, the future of the country becomes brighter. He added that when
young people connect with grassroots realities, they strengthen India's
journey towards inclusive development.

[S/B - NARENDRA MODI]

Speaking about the Viksit Vibrant Village Programme, the Prime Minister
said the initiative was designed to inspire young people to visit, understand
and engage with the country's border villages. He noted that the
programme received an overwhelming response, with nearly three lakh
youth participating in the competition, out of whom more than 400 were
selected.

The Prime Minister said developed villages are the foundation of a Viksit
Bharat and that young people have a vital role in achieving this vision. He
highlighted that despite facing challenges, residents of border villages have
always maintained an unwavering spirit of patriotism. Mr Modi said that
under the Government's approach of treating border villages as the "first
villages", these areas are witnessing rapid transformation, with many
receiving roads, electricity and tap water for the first time since
Independence.

[S/B - NARENDRA MODI]



PURI-RATH YATRAL: he sacred Adharapana ritual of Lord Jagannath,
Lord Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra is being solemnly observed on their
respective chariots at Puri in Odisha this evening, drawing thousands of
devotees. During this unique post-Rath Yatra ceremony, the Holy Trinity is
offered a specially prepared sweet beverage in large earthen pitchers. At
the culmination of the ritual, the pitchers are ceremonially broken as an
offering to the innumerable invisible guardian deities believed to have
accompanied the divine siblings during their annual journey. The ritual
symbolises their ceremonial farewell before the deities return to the
sanctum of the Shree Jagannath Temple. The sacred Niladri Bije ritual,
marking the return of the deities to the Ratna Singhasan inside the 12th-
century shrine, will be observed tomorrow, bringing the annual Rath Yatra
festivities to a spiritual conclusion amid devotion and religious fervour.

US - IRAN : US and Iran have paused attacks for a second straight day,
raising hopes of renewed negotiations on an interim ceasefire after nearly
two weeks of escalating military action. US Ambassador to the UN Mike
Waltz said President Trump is giving diplomacy space, noting that Oman,
Iran, and other negotiators have been engaged in talks at all levels in
recent weeks. Waltz also dismissed suggestions that the US is running low
on interceptor missiles used to defend against Iranian attacks. An
Iranian army spokesperson said that Tehran halted retaliatory attacks in
the region in response. The spokesperson confirmed that there have been
no strikes over the past two nights since the US halted its operations. The
latest escalation began after Iran targeted ships transiting the Strait of
Hormuz, triggering daily exchanges of fire that effectively collapsed the
June ceasefire. In recent days, Iranian attacks on bases hosting US forces
killed three American service members in Jordan and one in Iraqg.
Meanwhile, Iran and Oman have held technical talks in Tehran on the
management of the Strait of Hormuz. Separately, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu is due in Washington tomorrow for talks with
President Trump on the regional situation.



COMMONWEALTH GAMES: India’s weightlifting queen Mirabai Chanu
has won first Gold medal for the country at the 2026 Commonwealth
Games in Glasgow. She dominated the women's 48kg weightlifting event
with a record-breaking total lift of 190 kilograms. The 31-year-old
weightlifter set new Commonwealth Games records by lifting 85 kilograms
in the snatch and 105 kilograms in the clean and jerk. The triumph also
earned her a third consecutive Commonwealth Games Gold medal,
following her victories in 2018 and 2022. Vice President CP Radhakrishnan
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi have congratulated Mirabai Chanu on
her achievement. The Vice President praised her dedication, resilience and
consistent excellence, while the Prime Minister described the victory as
another glorious chapter in Indian weightlifting, calling her an inspiration
and wishing her continued success. India added two more silver medals in
weightlifting. Chanambam Rishikanta Singh finished second and bagged
Silver medal in the men's 60kg event with a total lift of 264 kilograms. He
equalled the Commonwealth Games record in the snatch with 121
kilograms before lifting 143 kilograms in the clean and jerk. Raja
Muthupandi claimed silver in the men's 65kg category with a combined lift
of 286 kilograms, comprising 126 kilograms in the snatch and 160
kilograms in the clean and jerk. Malaysia's Muhamad Aznil Bin Bidin took
the gold with a Games record total of 299 kilograms. India also made
progress in boxing. Jadumani Singh advanced to the men's 55kg quarter-
finals after defeating Pakistan's Sumama Rehman, while Preeti Pawar
moved into the women's 54kg quarter-finals with a victory over Malawi's
Deborah Mtenje. India's medal tally now stands at four with one gold, two
silver and one bronze. Para-powerlifter Jhandu Kumar had opened the
country's account with a bronze medal in the men's heavyweight event on
the opening day of competition.

CRICKET - T20I

In Men's Cricket, India defeated Hosts Zimbabwe by 35 runs in the
third and final T20 international to clean sweep the series three-nil in
Harare yesterday. Chasing a target of 193 runs set by India, Zimbabwe
managed to score 157 for 7 in their allotted 20 overs. For India, Mayank
Yadav clinched three, while Yash Thakur took two wickets.

Earlier, opting to bat, India posted 192 for the loss of five wickets in



their allotted 20 overs. Vaibhav Sooravanshi was the standout performer,
smashing 81 runs from just 49 balls, while Ishan Kishan contributed 29 of
26 deliveries. For Zimbabwe, Brad Evans took two wicket.

Meanwhile, India have reclaimed the No. 1 spot in the ICC Men's
T20I rankings after clean sweeping the three-match series against
Zimbabwe at Harare. The reigning T20 world champions regained the top
spot from England, who had dethroned Shreyas Iyer’s side after their 4-0
series win recently.



