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REV PM MODI-NZ VISIT: Prime Minister Narendra Modi is holding

delegation-level talks with his New Zealand counterpart in Auckland. Both
leaders will be reviewing the entire gamut of the bilateral relationship,
which has seen significant progress in the last two years, especially in the
areas of trade and commerce and defence. In his opening remarks, Prime
Minister Modi said that his visit to New Zealand marks a historic milestone
in biltaeral relations and will give fresh momentum to ties between the two
countries. Mr Modi thanked the people and leadership of New Zealand for
their warmth and support, saying the visit of an Indian Prime Minister after



four decades reflects the growing strength of the partnership. He
appreciated New Zealand's efforts in concluding the Free Trade Agreement
process in a short period and thanked Prime Minister Luxon and his
government for their leadership. He said the two countries have now taken
a significant step by establishing a Strategic Partnership, which will guide
future cooperation. He expressed confidence that the visit would further
deepen bilateral relations and enhance cooperation for global peace and
prosperity. Speaking on the occasion, the New Zealand Prime Minister
described Prime Minister Modi's visit as a historic milestone, marking the
first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to New Zealand in 40 years. He said
the two countries have made significant progress on the trade agenda and
emphasised that the relationship extends beyond a proposed Free Trade
Agreement. The bilateral discussions were preceded by a ceremonial
welcome at the Government House, where Prime Minister Modi was
accorded a Guard of Honour. Later in the day, Prime Minister Modi will also
interact with prominent business and sports personalities. In a reflection of
the strong people-to-people ties that exist between the two countries, Mr
Modi will address a large gathering of the Indian Diaspora today. Prime
Minister Modi arrived in Auckland yesterday on the third and final leg of his
three-nation tour, after concluding his successful visits to Australia and
Indonesia.

COAL AUCTION: The Ministry of Coal has opened the bids for the 15th

round of the Commercial Coal Blocks Auction, conducted along with the
second attempt of the 13th and 14th tranches. The Ministry said that a
total of 21 bids were received for eight of the 23 coal blocks offered in
these rounds, reflecting strong industry participation in India's commercial
coal mining framework. A total of 16 companies participated in the auction
round.

RAJNATH-MAHENDRAGIRI INDUCTION: The Indian Navy is all

set to commission its sixth Project 17A indigenous stealth frigate
Mahendragiri (F38) into its Eastern Fleet at Visakhapatnam in Andhra
Pradesh today. The ceremony will be presided over by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh. It will mark another significant milestone in India's journey
towards defence self-reliance and indigenous warship construction.



Addressing the naval personnel in Visakhapatnam during Barakhana on the
eve of the commissioning ceremony, the Defence Minister reaffirmed
India's stand as the primary guarantor of peace and stability in the Indian
Ocean Region. Mr Singh commended the Indian Navy for safeguarding the
nation's maritime interests and upholding the Tricolour amid an
increasingly complex global security environment. Describing India as the
largest and most responsible stakeholder in the Indian Ocean Region, the
Defence Minister said ensuring peace, stability and a secure maritime
environment remains India’s responsibility. The Defence Minister also
stressed that the nature of warfare is changing rapidly and future conflicts
may take new forms. Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Krishna
Swaminathan, Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the Eastern Naval
Command Vice Admiral Sanjay Bhalla and other senior Indian Navy officers
were present on the occasion. INS Mahendragiri, designed in-house by the
Indian Navy's Warship Design Bureau and built by Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited in Mumbai, represents the latest evolution of India's
frontline stealth frigates. Incorporating advanced stealth features,
enhanced survivability, reduced radar signature, and a high degree of
automation, the warship is designed to undertake full spectrum of maritime
operations in all dimensions of naval warfare.

ANIL MENON- NASA ASTRONAUT: Anil Menon, a NASA astronaut

of Indian descent, is set to embark on an eight-month mission to the
International Space Station (ISS) on 14th of this month from the Baikonur
cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. He is scheduled to travel to space aboard the
Roscosmos Soyuz MS-29 spacecraft along with cosmonauts Pyotr Dubrov
and Anna Kikina. Born in Minneapolis to Ukrainian and Indian immigrants,
Anil Menon is an emergency medicine physician and a US Space Force
colonel.

EVE IMD- WEATHER: The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has

issued an orange alert for heavy to very heavy rainfall, with isolated
extremely heavy rainfall, over Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, and Sub-Himalayan West Bengal and
Sikkim during the next three to four days. 7he weather agency has
predicted thunderstorms accompanied by lightning and gusty winds over




the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Telangana, Karnataka, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, West
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and parts of the North Eastern
region during the next three to four days.

MORN FIFA WORLD CUP: In the FIFA World Cup, Spain has booked its

place in the semi-finals, defeating Belgium 2-1 in the second quarter-final
at Los Angeles Stadium in Inglewood, United States last night. Earlier,
France advanced to the semi-finals with a comfortable 2-Nil victory over
Morocco in the first quarter-final in Boston.

WIMBLEDON-WOMEN'S SINGLES: In Wimbledon Tennis, Czechia’s

Karolina Muchova will face compatriot Linda Noskova in the Women'’s
Singles final in London today. The stage is also set for Men's Singles final
tomorrow, where World No. 1 Jannik Sinner will face Germany's Alexander
Zverev.

VP VISIT-BIHAR: Vice President C P Radhakrishnan will visit Gaya, Bihar
tomorrow. During the visit, the Vice President will address the inaugural
session of the Training Programme for the Members of the Bihar Legislative
Assembly at the Bihar Institute of Public Administration and Rural
Development there.

MEGHWAL - MONSOON SESSION: Minister of State for Parliamentary
Affairs Arjun Ram Meghwal and Dr L. Murugan today reviewed
preparations for the upcoming Monsoon Session in the Parliament House
complex. The session of the Parliament will commence on 20th of this
month and continue till the 13th of August. In a social media post, Mr
Meghwal said, a comprehensive review of the legislative business
scheduled for the upcoming session was conducted and necessary
guidelines were issued.

SC-RAM TEMPLE: The Supreme Court would hear a batch of pleas

seeking a fair and time-bound probe into the alleged embezzlement of



donations at the Ram temple in Ayodhya on Monday. On 7 July, an
Ayodhya court granted one-day police remand for three of the eight
accused arrested in connection with the alleged theft of donations at the
Ram temple. A local court had sent all the eight accused to 14-day judicial
custody on 29th of last month. On 13th of last month, the Uttar Pradesh
government constituted the SIT on a request from the temple trust
following allegations of misappropriation of donations received at the Ram
temple.



