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16.07.2026
REV. PURI RATH YATRA

World famous Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath and his 2 siblings - elder
brother Lord Balabhadra and younger sister Devi Subhadra will begin today
at Puri in Odisha. During the annual festival of Rath Yatra, Lord Jagannath
and his two siblings give darshan to the public in the Chariots and visit
Gundicha Temple, revered as the maternal aunt's abode of Lord
Jagannath. Lakhs of devotees from across the country and abroad have
converged to witness the divine procession of the Holy Trinity. Our
correspondent has filed this report:

(V/C- PRAKASH DAS)

Jai Jagannath. Jai Jagannath. Jai Jagannath. With the

first rays of dawn illuminating the sacred Bada Danda of Puri,




an ocean of devotion is enveloping the pilgrim city as Lord
Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra, Devi Subhadra and Lord
Sudarshan are embarking on their annual sojourn to the Sri
Gundicha Temple, revered as the maternal aunt's abode of
the sibling deities. Despite heavy rain lashing Puri since early
morning, lakhs of devotees are remaining undeterred,
patiently and anxiously awaiting the ceremonial Pahandi Bije
of the Holy Trinity to their respective chariots. The ceremonial
Chhera Pahanra ritual will thereafter be performed by

Gajapati Maharaja of Puri Divya Singha Deb atop the three
maghnificently adorned chariots, Nandighosa, Taladhwaja and

Devidalana, before devotees begin pulling them along the
Grand Road amid reverberating chants of Jai Jagannath'.
Elaborate security, crowd management and emergency

response arrangements have been put in place, even as
authorities remain on high alert in view of the prevailing

inclement weather and the India Meteorological
Department’s issuing a red alert for Puri for this morning

under the influence of a low-pressure area over the Bay of
Bengal. PRAKASH DASH, AKASHVANI NEWS, BHUBANESWAR.
PRAKASH DASH/BHUBANESWAR/MAIL/0711

BS DP-I 16.07.2026

PREZ VP PM-JAGANNATH YATRA

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President CP Radhakrishnan and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have extended their greetings to people on
the sacred occasion of Jagannath Rath Yatra. In a social media post, the
President said that it is a popular belief that during the grand procession,
Mahaprabhu Shri Jagannath, along with Chakraraj Sudarshan, elder brother
Balabhadra and sister Subhadra, comes out to meet the devotees. She said
this sacred union of the Lord and the devotees is an unparalleled and
deeply emotional moment. The President wished that with the blessings of
Mahaprabhu Shri Jagannath, the country and its people continue to be
blessed with happiness, peace and prosperity.



The Vice President said, the sacred Rath Yatra reflects the values of
faith, devotion, equality and collective harmony, bringing people together
beyond all differences. He noted that Rath Yatra is a vibrant celebration of
country's rich civilisational ethos and enduring spiritual traditions.

Extending his greetings, Prime Minister Narendra Modi described the
Rath Yatra as a radiant expression of country's timeless spiritual and
cultural heritage. He said the traditions associated with the Rath Yatra have
inspired generations across the country and the world and embody the
values of humility, collective participation and selfless service. The Prime
Minister prayed that Mahaprabhu Jagannath bless everyone with good
health, happiness and prosperity. He also expressed the hope that the Lord
would give strength to all in their endeavours and further deepen the spirit
of togetherness in society.

SAKLEN/0957 HRS

BS DP-II 16.07.2026
DAY-BADMINTON

Two-time Olympic medalist PV Sindhu produced one of her best
performances of the season to outclass world humber five Han Yue of
China in straight games and storm into the quarterfinals of the Japan Open
Super 750 badminton tournament today. PV Sindhu needed just 35
minutes to register a commanding 21-16, 21-14 win over the higher-
ranked Chinese shuttler in their second-round contest. With the victory,
Sindhu improved her head-to-head record against Han to 8-1. Sindhu is
now country's lone survivor in the tournament after the mixed doubles pair
of Tanisha Crasto and Dhruv Kapila bowed out in the pre-quarterfinals. The
Indian duo fought hard before losing 20-22, 17-21 to top seeds Feng Yan
Zhe and Huang Dong Ping of China in their round-of-16 clash in 47
minutes.

PRATIMA/PTI/1033 HRS

SHUKLA MP-II

16.07.2026
US - IRAN STRIKE

US says, it has launched new wave of strikes on Iran aimed at
protecting vessels in the Strait of Hormuz. US military said it completed a



second wave of strikes on Iran yesterday that were aimed at degrading
Tehran's ability to target vessels in the Strait of Hormuz. President Donald
Trump is also weighing options to expand the US military operation to
loosen Tehran’s grip on the critical waterway. Air defences were activated
in Tehran early this morning and residents were awoken by a loud
explosion. It came after Iran claimed it has struck US military targets in the
region, including in Bahrain and Kuwait.

US military said it has disabled an empty oil tanker sailing toward
Kharg Island, an economic lifeline for Iran. It marks the first vessel
disabled since the US naval blockade went back into effect. Iranian foreign
ministry spokesperson said Tehran has no plans for negotiations with the
US.

President shared on social media that Iran has released an American
woman detained since December 2024 and praised Tehran’s gesture of
goodwill.

VISHAL/CNN/BBC/0730

BS DP-1
16-07-2026

GOYAL-BUSINESS DELEGATION

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal interacted with the
Indian business delegation comprising members of the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Confederation of Indian Industry,
ASSOCHAM, and other regional associations in Brussels, Belgium. In a
social media post, Mr Goyal said that they discussed about how the India-
European Union Free Trade Agreement can open real doors for Indian
industry and deliver tangible outcomes for Indian businesses, MSMEs, and
people.

<><><>
PRIYA/1042HRS

SHUKLA MP-I 16.07.2026
IRCTC WEBSITE
Railway Ministry has launched a new beta version of Indian Railway



Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) website to make train ticket
booking simpler and more user-friendly. The IRCTC has made four major
improvements in this new beta version. First, it does not have unnecessary
captchas, pop-ups, flashing graphics, or other distracting elements.
Second, passengers can view seat availability across all classes. Third, it
offers a faster checkout process, significantly reducing the number of steps
required to book tickets. And last but not least, the website will now save
passengers' details, making repeat bookings easier. The website can be
accessed at https://www.irctc.co.in/eticket/. A link to the beta version has
also been provided on the homepage of the existing website. The ministry
has urged users to provide feedback on its simplified features. The IRCTC
website was first launched in 2002 and currently handles an average of
around 14.5 lakh ticket bookings per day. There were a lot of complaints
regarding its working and features. The beta version will also enable users
to provide feedback on further improvements, which can be incorporated in
future releases to enhance customer satisfaction.

PTI/0600

BS DP-1 16.07.2026

DOVAL - BIMSTEC

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval has underscored the need for closer
cooperation among BIMSTEC member countries to address economic
challenges, including disruptions in global supply chains. Speaking at the
fifth meeting of the BIMSTEC National Security Chiefs in New Delhi today,
Mr. Doval said, disruptions in global supply chains have resulted in
economic hardship for all the countries. He said, there is an urgent need
for BIMSTEC member countries to collaborate, take decisive actions for the
mutual benefit, and find solutions through mutual discussions. Mr Doval
highlighted BIMSTEC bring together the most significant and vibrant
regions of the Indian Ocean with a combined GDP of nearly five trillion US
dollar.

(Byte - Ajit Doval)

Mr Doval also highlighted the importance of stronger cooperation
among BIMSTEC member countries to address emerging security



challenges and promote regional development. He said, the member
nations have significantly advanced cooperation in combating terrorism,
transnational organised crime, cyber threats, and maritime security
challenges. He added that BIMSTEC countries are poised to combat new
and emerging threats together.

(Byte - Ajit Doval)

<><>DIPENDRA/1145

REV. FIFA WORLD CUP

In FIFA World Cup Football, defending champions Argentina defeated
England 2-1 in the second semifinal at Atlanta Stadium in USA to set up a
title clash against Spain. The first half ended goalless, but Anthony Gordon
scored the opening goal for England in the 55th minute. Argentina's Enzo
Fernandez equalised in the 85th minute, and Lautaro Martinez struck in the
90th minute to complete a dramatic 2-1 comeback victory for Argentina.

Now Argentina will play against Spain in the final on Sunday night.
Argentina won their World Cup title in Qatar in 2022.

VISHAL/CB/NET/0548

SHUKLA MP-II

16.07.2026
CRICKET-IND VS ENG

In Men's Cricket, second One-Day International of 3-match series
between India and England will be played at Sophia Gardens, Cardiff today.
The match will start at 5:30 PM IST.

Earlier, India defeated hosts England by 6 wickets in first One-Day at
Edgbaston in Birmingham on Tuesday.

The third ODI will be played at Lord’s Cricket Ground in London on
Sunday.

PM-HARYANA PUNJAB VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Haryana, Chandigarh and
Punjab tomorrow. The Prime Minister will flag off India’s first Hydrogen
train between Jind and Sonipat at Jind railway station in Haryana. Mr Modi
will lay the foundation stone and dedicate to the nation various



development projects worth around 14 thousand 700 crore rupees at
Eklavya Stadium in Jind.

Prime Minister will travel to Chandigarh in the afternoon where he
will lay the foundation stone and inaugurate various development projects
worth over six thousand 600 crore rupees spanning healthcare, education
and road infrastructure. Mr Modi will inaugurate the Advanced Mother and
Child Centre and the Advanced Neurosciences Centre at Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh.

The Prime Minister will also visit Jalandhar where he will lay the
foundation stone and inaugurate multiple development projects worth over
five thousand 470 crore rupees aimed at strengthening connectivity,
improving passenger convenience and accelerating economic development
in the region. Mr Modi will inaugurate 75 redeveloped railway stations,
including Jalandhar Cantt, under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme.



