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PM- AMARNATH YATRA:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended his greetings to devotees
undertaking the annual Amarnath Yatra, in Jammu and Kashmir. In a letter
written to the pilgrims, Mr Modi described the annual Amarnath Yatra as an
eternal chapter in the spiritual tradition and cultural unity of the country.
He said that the divine darshan of Baba Barfani is an unforgettable and
deeply auspicious experience in the lives of millions of devotes. The Prime
Minister also urged devotees to take five resolutions during the pilgrimage.
These include maintaining cleanliness throughout the Yatra, strictly
following all safety and administrative guidelines, supporting the local
economy by spending at least ten per cent of their travel expenses on local
products under the Vocal for Local initiative, gifting a sapling to a sibling on
Raksha Bandhan to promote the Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam campaign, and
carrying the spirit of Nation First by performing their duties with honesty
and contributing to the vision of a Viksit Bharat. The Prime Minister
expressed confidence that the Amarnath Yatra would continue to
strengthen the values of faith, cultural unity and service. He prayed for the
safety and well-being of all devotees and wished that the blessings of Baba
Amarnath inspire renewed energy, spiritual strength and greater dedication
towards building a developed India. He also congratulated the Indian
Army, CRPF, Jammu and Kashmir Police, BSF, NDRF, doctors and
healthcare workers, administrative officials, sanitation workers, and every
individual engaged in serving the devotees.

DAY AMARNATH YATRA:

The annual Shri Amarnath Yatra began this morning from both Pahalgam
and Baltal routes in Jammu and Kashmir. Lakhs of devotees from across
India are expected to undertake the sacred journey to the Amarnath cave
shrine during the 57-day long pilgrimage. Pilgrims travel to the holy
Amarnath Cave, located at an altitude of nearly 3,888 metres, to seek the



blessings of Lord Shiva and witness the naturally formed ice Shivling. The
Yatra will culminate on August 28, coinciding with the festival of Raksha
Bandhan. The first batch of pilgrims left for Amarnath cave shrine
from twin base camps of Nunwan and Baltal this morning. "Amid
chants of Bam Bam Bhole and Har Har Mahadev, thousands of

Yatris embarked on a tough but spiritually enriching journey to
the 3,880-metre-high cave shrine this morning. During the 57-day

pilgrimage, lakhs of devotees are expected to take up the 48-
kilometre route from Nunwan-Pahalgam in Anantnagq district and

the shorter but steeper 14-kilometre route from Baltal in
Ganderbal district to pay obeisance at the holy shrine. Along the
twin routes, authorities have put in place comprehensive facilities
including medical camps, resting points, langars, drinking water
stations, and real-time weather monitoring. Foolproof security
arrangements are also in place to ensure the safe conduct of the
pilgrimage. Meanwhile, the second batch of Yatris left Jammu this

morning and is expected to reach the valley later this afternoon.

PM VISIT- RAJASTHAN/GUJARAT:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Rajasthan and Gujarat tomorrow.
During his visit to Rajasthan, the Prime Minister will inaugurate the New
Terminal Building at Jodhpur Airport. The project worth 480 crore rupees,
is designed to handle up to 20 lakhs passengers annually. He will also
launch the Modified UDAN Scheme in Jodhpur. The scheme aims to
accelerate the next phase of aviation-led development. It focuses on
multiple strategic components designed to ensure comprehensive and
sustainable connectivity. During his visit, he will also lay the foundation
stone and inaugurate various development projects worth around 1.06 lakh
crore rupees in Balotra, Rajasthan. He will dedicate India's first greenfield

integrated refinery-cum-petrochemical complex to the nation at Pachpadra
in Balotra, marking a landmark achievement in the country's energy and
petrochemical sector. Mr Modi will also lay the foundation stone for Phase
2 of the Jaipur Metro Rail Project, which has a total cost of over 13

thousand crore rupees. Prime Minister will also hand over appointment

letters to around 54 thousand youth recruited across various departments



of the Government of Rajasthan. Later in the evening, the Prime Minister
will visit Gujarat where he will inaugurate the CG Semi Outsourced
Semiconductor Assembly and Test facility in Sanand. The inauguration
marks a significant milestone in India's semiconductor manufacturing
journey with the commencement of commercial production at the facility. It
represents a major step forward in strengthening India's position in the
global semiconductor value chain. The project is one of the first four
approved under the India Semiconductor Mission and has been developed
with a total investment of over 7 thousand 500 crore rupees.

MY BHARAT CONCLAVE:

The Department of Youth Affairs today organised an Industry Association
Conclave of MY Bharat in New Delhi. Leading industry bodies including
ASSOCHAM, FICCI, CAIT and CII participated in the conclave. The event
aimed to introduce the MY Bharat ecosystem to industry stakeholders and
invite industry associations, corporates and public sector undertakings to
join the initiative. The conclave also focused on exploring frameworks for
future collaboration on youth development, and aligning national youth
goals with industry-led initiatives.

FM-FRANCE:

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that the India-France
Strategic Partnership is well placed to drive the next phase of sustainable,
resilient and innovation-led growth. Addressing the India-France Business
Roundtable in Paris, she said the global economy is undergoing rapid
transformation due to technological advances, supply chain diversification,
energy transition and geopolitical developments. The Finance Minister
invited French businesses and investors to partner with India in its journey
towards Viksit Bharat 2047. She called for strengthening the India-France
Strategic Partnership to achieve shared prosperity

REV. MEA-OP AMISTAD:



India has stepped up its humanitarian assistance to earthquake-hit
Venezuela under Operation Amistad. Sharing pictures of the ongoing
medical relief efforts on social media, the Ministry of External Affairs said
that the Army Field Hospital continues to provide medical care to affected
communities in Venezuela. While, the Indian Embassy in Venezuela
has said that India’s humanitarian relief efforts in the South
American nation have received widespread acclaim from the
public for its professionalism and quality of service.

DAY FIFA WORLD CUP:

In the FIFA World Cup, Switzerland defeated Algeria 2-0 to reach the
Round of 16 in Vancouver, Canada. In another match, Spain defeated
Austria 3-NIL in the Round of 32 at Los Angeles Stadium in Inglewood,
California, to book a place in the Round of 16. Portugal also advanced to
the Round of 16 after defeating Croatia 2-1 in their Round of 32 match in
Toronto, Canada. today, Australia will take on Egypt in Arlington at 11:30
PM IST. Earlier Belgium, the United States England France, Norway,
Canada, Morocco, Brazil and Paraguay have also qualified.

PR MINISTER WORKSHOP:

Ministry of Panchayati Raj will organize a National Workshop of State
Panchayati Raj Ministers in New Delhi today to deliberate on the
recommendations of the Sixteenth Finance Commission. The Workshop will
be chaired by Union Minister of Panchayati Raj Rajiv Ranjan Singh (Lalan
Singh) in the presence of Union Minister of State Prof. S. P. Singh Baghel.
During the workshop, the discussions will focus on the Operational
Guidelines for implementation of the Sixteenth Finance Commission Rural
Local Body Grants, issued by the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of
Finance. The Workshop will place special emphasis on strengthening the
financial sustainability of Panchayati Raj Institutions through enhanced
Own Source Revenue (OSR) mobilization. It will also provide a platform for
States and Union Territories to share best practices, discuss
implementation challenges and exchange practical strategies for effective
utilization of Finance Commission grants. The deliberations will focus on
the provisions of the operational guidelines governing the release and
utilization of Finance Commission grants, compliance requirements, grant



release procedures, institutional preparedness and mechanisms for
ensuring timely and effective utilization of funds by PRIs to strengthen
fiscal decentralization across the country.

INDIA - SL TOUR CRICKET:

Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has announced the schedule for
India's two-match Test series against Sri Lanka, to be played from the 15th
to the 27th of next month. The opening Test will be held at the Galle
International Stadium from the 15th of next month, while the second Test
will be played at the Sinhalese Sports Club in Colombo from the 23rd of

next month..



