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DAY JAPAN PM VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold Annual Summit level Talks with his
Japanese counterpart Sanae Takaichi in New Delhi today. The Summit will
provide an opportunity for both sides to review and strengthen the full
spectrum of bilateral cooperation as well as exchange views on regional
and global issues of mutual interest. Several MoUs are expected to be
exchanged following the talks between Prime Minister Modi and Prime
Minister Takaichi.

Earlier today, Prime Minister Takaichi was accorded a ceremonial
welcome at the forecourt of Rashtrapati Bhavan. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was also present on the occasion.

The Japanese Prime Minister arrived in New Delhi last evening on a
three day visit to India. This is the first official visit of Prime Minister
Takaichi to India. External Affairs Ministry said, the visit marks an
important step in taking forward the Special Strategic and Global
Partnership between India and Japan. Our Correspondent reports that
the India-Japan relationship is marked by frequent high-level political
engagement. Most recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacted with
the Japanese Prime Minister during the G7 Summit in France. The two
leaders had earlier met on the sidelines of the G20 Summit in



Johannesburg in November last year. The Annual Summit remains the
flagship platform driving the strategic agenda of the partnership.

Economic Security has emerged as a key pillar of the relationship. During
the 1st Economic Security Dialogue held in Tokyo in November 2024, the
two sides identified five sectors as priority sectors for strategic
collaboration. These are semiconductors, critical minerals, pharmaceuticals,
clean energy and information and communication technology.

Suparna/Pallavi/ 1058 hrs

TRIPTI MP-1 02.07.2026
EPF SCHEME 2026-NOTIFIED

The Central government notified the Employees' Provident Fund
(EPF) Scheme, 2026, replacing EPF Scheme, 1952, as part of the
implementation of Code on Social Security, 2020. The new scheme came
into effect on 29" of the last month, with its publication in the Gazette. The
new scheme is aimed to strengthen digital compliance, improve
administrative efficiency, enhance portability of accounts, and bring the
provident fund framework in line with the new labour codes. Under the
new scheme, the mandatory EPF contribution remains unchanged at 12 per
cent of wages each from the employee and employer, while the existing 10
per cent rate will continue to apply to notified establishments by the central
government. The Scheme also updates rules for partial withdrawals,
allowing members to access funds for medical treatment, education,
marriage, housing, and other specified needs, subject to maintaining a
minimum balance and other prescribed conditions. The scheme also laid
strong emphasis on electronic filings, online claims, e-passbooks, and
Universal Account Number linkage to improve transparency and make
provident fund management more efficient.
<<>> SAKLEN/0728

TRIPTI MP-I 02.07.2026
NADDA DENGUE MEETING

Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda chaired a high level review
meeting on dengue preparedness in Delhi yesterday. Addressing the



meeting, the Health Minister emphasized that the state and municipal
bodies be ready to proactively anticipate and prepare for any potential
upsurge by clearly demonstrating their readiness. He called upon states to
actively engage Ward Commissioners, elected representatives, and
Resident Welfare Associations (RWASs) in awareness and prevention efforts.
The Health Minister was briefed on the national dengue scenario and the
preparedness measures undertaken across the country, with special
emphasis on the National Capital.

CB/ AKSHIT/ 1926

TRIPTI MP-II 02.07.2026
REV. FIFA WORLD CUP

In the FIFA World Cup, Belgium staged a stunning comeback to beat
Senegal 3-2 after extra time Round of 32 and qualify for the Round of 16.
Youri Tielemans scored a 125th-minute penalty to seal a dramatic 3-2
victory and extend Belgium's unbeaten run to 17 matches.

Co-hosts US registered their first win in the knockout round
after 2002 this morning. They defeated Bosnia and Herzegovina
2-nil in the Round of 32 to advance into the round of 16, wherein
they will take on Belgium.

Last night, England defeated the Democratic Republic of the Congo
2-1 in Atlanta, with Harry Kane scoring twice in the final 15 minutes.
England will face co-hosts Mexico in the Round of 16 on July 6.

In another Round 32 clash Mexico beat Ecuador 2-0 in Mexico City to
reach the Round of 16. France defeated Sweden 3-0 in New York, while
Norway edged Ivory Coast 2-1 in Texas to book their place in the last 16.
<<>> MAYUR/NET/0745

TRIPTI MP-1 02.07.2026
REV. IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said, during next two
days, the Southwest Monsoon is likely to advance over Delhi, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Punjab, North Arabian Sea, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, and Rajasthan. The met department has also forecast heavy to



very heavy rainfall over Coastal Karnataka, Gujarat, Konkan, Goa and
Madhya Maharashtra during the next 2 days. While in Chhattisgarh,
Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Saurashtra, Kutch,
Uttarakhand and Vidarbha are expected to witness similar weather
conditions during the next three days. Bihar, Interior Karnataka, Jammu
and Kashmir, Ladakh, Jharkhand, Kerala, Mahe, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh
and parts of the North Eastern region will have heavy rainfall conditions till
Saturday.

Meanwhile, the National Capital woke up to refreshing showers this
morning, as rainfall lashed several parts of the city, bringing much-needed
relief from the sweltering heat to the residents of the city.

SAKLEN/0745

TRIPTI MP-1 02.07.2026
PRADHAN-WB MEETING

Union Education Minister, Dharmendra Pradhan held detailed
discussions in New Delhi with the Minister for Higher and Technical
Education, of West Bengal, Jagannath Chattopadhyay, and the Minister for
School Education, of West Bengal, Dipak Barman. The Education Ministry
said that the discussions focused on the implementation, expansion and
fund allocation of various schemes being implemented by the Union
Education Ministry in the State. The schemes include Samagra Shiksha
programme, Pradhan Mantri Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan, and Pradhan
Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman. During the meeting it was also decided to
expand the network of PM SHRI Schools to blocks that are currently not
covered, as well as to urban local bodies.
The Ministry said that during the discussions Mr Pradhan assured both the
Ministers that the Central Government would extend all necessary support
for the effective implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 in the State. He said that the Ministry was committed to the revival of
the education sector in the State, aligning with the vision of NEP.

SAKLEN/0747

TRIPTI MP-I
02.07.2026



DELHI-WINTER MASTER PLAN

The Delhi Government has notified a permanent Winter Pollution
Master Plan to curb seasonal air pollution in the National Capital that will
remain in force every year from 1st November to 28th February.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta has said, the new framework consolidates
existing pollution-control measures into a single set of rules, ensuring
timely implementation without issuing separate orders every winter. The
notification incorporates the revised GRAP guidelines of the Commission for
Air Quality Management and directions of the Supreme Court.

Under the new rules, vehicles without a valid Pollution Under Control
certificate will not be supplied fuel at petrol pumps, CNG and LPG stations
across Delhi throughout the year. From 1st November to 31st January,
entry of non-Delhi registered vehicles below BS-VI emission standards will
also be prohibited, with exemptions for CNG and electric vehicles,
ambulances, fire services and other essential vehicles. The government has
also announced that parking charges at authorised parking facilities will be
doubled from 1st November to 28th February, while 50 per cent of
employees in government and private offices will work from home from 1st
November to 31st January. Office timings will also be staggered to reduce
peak-hour traffic congestion.

Demolition work and open dust-generating construction activities will
remain prohibited from 1st November to 31st January, except for essential
public infrastructure projects. Large commercial buildings and major
construction sites will be required to install anti-smog guns or mist
systems, while strict action will be taken against open burning of waste,
with institutions and Resident Welfare Associations also being held
accountable. Chief Minister Rekha Gupta said keeping Delhi clean and
healthy requires the participation of every citizen and added that the
permanent framework will strengthen enforcement and improve
preparedness against winter pollution.
<><>SUPARNA/ARZOO/0717

TRIPTI MP-1I1 02.07.2026
US & IRAN - DOHA TALKS

The indirect talks between Iran and the US through mediator
concluded in Doha yesterday. According to a statement by the Qatari
government, both sides agreed to continue discussions after the funeral



ceremonies for Iran's former Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei on 9th of this
month.

Talking to media, US Vice President JD Vance said the Doha
negotiations were progressing well, with technical-level discussions already
underway. He said the next phase would focus on Iran's nuclear
programme and added that the talks were being held from a position of
strength after recent US military action.

Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister Kazem Gharibabadi said, the talks
focused on the implementation of a 14-point Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU). Iran and Qatar also discussed using part of Iran's
frozen 6 billion US dollar in assets. According to Gharibabadi, the funds will
be used to purchase essential goods needed by Iran through an agreed
mechanism. Qatar said the next round of talks will be held as soon as
possible after the funeral ceremonies.

The discussions also touched on tensions in the Strait of Hormuz,
where Iran recently insisted that ships follow routes approved by its forces.
The issue remains a major point of disagreement with the United States
and Gulf countries.

US President Donald Trump said talks on Iran's nuclear programme
were progressing well and repeated that Iran would not be allowed to
develop a nuclear weapon. Iranian officials, however, said they did not
hold direct talks with US representatives, with all communication taking
place through Qatari and Pakistani mediators.

MAYUR/ANI/NET/ 0654



