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INDIA-NZ JOINT STATEMENT

India and New Zealand today elevated their ties to a strategic partnership
and set a five-year target to double their annual bilateral trade in goods
and services to 35,000 crore rupees by 2030 following talks between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his New Zealand counterpart Christopher
Luxon in Auckland. Secretary East Rudrendra Tondon shared this in
Auckland while addressing the special briefing on Prime Minister’s visit to
New Zealand. BYTE-RUDRENDRA TONDON The meeting yielded several
concrete outcomes. Key among them were a roadmap to expand ties in the
next four years, a framework for enhancing Indo-Pacific maritime
cooperation, and a reciprocal logistics support pact between the Indian
Navy and the New Zealand Defence Force. A joint statement following the
talks noted that both leaders exchanged views on the Indo-Pacific,
reaffirming their shared commitment to a free, open, and prosperous
region. They also emphasised the importance of safeguarding sovereignty,
territorial integrity, and the rules-based international order. The two Prime
Ministers called for freedom of navigation and overflight, and other lawful
uses of the seas, in accordance with international law, particularly the 1982
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. In line with their focus
on boosting cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, the two sides also agreed to
establish a maritime security dialogue to strengthen cooperation,
coordination and information exchange. The two leaders welcomed the
conclusion and signature of a balanced, comprehensive and mutually
beneficial India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA). Modi bite
They agreed to work together to ensure its early entry into force and
effective implementation. The joint statement said, Mr Modi and Mr Luxon,
delving into the West Asia conflict, expressed concern over renewed
escalation of tensions and called upon all parties to exercise restraint, de-
escalate tensions, and ensure protection of civilians. They called for full
restoration of freedom of navigation and the global flow of commerce
through the Strait of Hormuz, while opposing any constraints on shipping.



Later in the day, Prime Minister Modi and his New Zealand counterpart
participated in the India—New Zealand Business Engagement 2026 event in
Auckland, where both leaders reaffirmed their commitment to
strengthening economic ties between the two countries. Modi will address
a large gathering of the Indian Diaspora today.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said, the government is firmly
committed to making the country's coastal security unbreachable. Mr Shah
made the remarks while reviewing the progress made in the establishment
of the Bureau of Port Security (BoPS) along with Union Minister for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal. The Home Minister said,
only licensed private security agencies should be entrusted with port
security, and only personnel trained by the Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF) should be deployed.

INS MAHENDRAGIRI: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said today
that India is building a strong, self-reliant and future-ready defence force
by strengthening both conventional defence capabilities and advanced
technologies. He said future wars may employ Artificial Intelligence and
other emerging technologies, but they will ultimately be won by national
resolve, courageous soldiers and capable military power. The Defence
Minister said technology and conventional military strength complement
each other, and India is committed to excelling in both under the vision of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat. Mr Rajnath Singh was addressing the commissioning
ceremony of the INS Mahendragiri, the sixth Project 17A indigenous stealth
frigate, into the Eastern Fleet at Visakhapatnam today. He said the
commissioning marks another milestone in strengthening India’s maritime
power and indigenous defence capability. The Defence Minister said the
induction of six frontline warships into the Indian Navy within about one
and a half years reflects the country’s expanding shipbuilding capability,

WORLD POPULATION DAY: Today is World Population Day. Observed
every year on 11th July, the day highlights the challenges and
opportunities caused by the rising population. It is a reminder to address
population-related concerns and work towards a sustainable future.
Established in 1989 by the then-Governing Council of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), World Population Day aims to draw
attention to the urgency and importance of population issues. In December



1990, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution to
continue observing the day to enhance awareness of population issues and
their links to the environment and development. The theme for this year's
World Population Day is Realizing the hopes and aspirations of young
people - today and for the future.

WOMEN'S CRICKET TEST: In Women's Cricket, England will resume
their first inning play at the overnight score of 21 for 1 on Day 2 of
inaugural Women'’s Test at Lord’s in London today, in reply to India's total
of 285. The play is schedule to commence at 3:30 PM Indian Standard
Time. On the opening day, England batted for 11 overs in the final session
before stumps were drawn. Maia Bouchier and Heather Knight were on the
crease at the end of the day's play after the Hosts lost opener Tammy
Beaumont. Earlier, Smriti Mandhana struck a stylish 83 while skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur and Deepti Sharma both contributed fifties as India's
first innings folded at 285. Sophie Ecclestone picked up 3 wickets while
Mady Villiers, Issy Wong and Mady Villiers scalped 2 wickets each for the
hosts.

In the FIFA World Cup, Spain has booked its place in the semi-finals,
defeating Belgium 2-1 in the second quarter-final at Los Angeles Stadium
in Inglewood, United States last night. Earlier, France advanced to the
semi-finals with a comfortable 2-Nil victory over Morocco in the first
quarter-final in Boston. In the remaining quarter-finals, Norway will face
England at Miami Gardens tonight. The match will begin at 2:30 a.m.
Indian Standard Time

IMBLEDON-WOMEN'S SINGLES: In Wimbledon Tennis, Czechia’s
Karolina Muchova will face compatriot Linda Noskova in the Women'’s
Singles final in London today. The stage is also set for Men's Singles final
tomorrow, where World No. 1 Jannik Sinner will face Germany's Alexander
Zverev.



