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New Delhi has said that it is closely following the developments in West
Asia. It has again called for safe and unimpeded navigation and the flow of
commerce through the Strait of Hormuz. Briefing media in New Delhi this
evening, spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs Randhir Jaiswal
said, this is key for ensuring the economic and energy security of people
across the world. He said, the Ministry has issued a statement after



summoning the Deputy Chief of Mission of Iran. Mr Jaiswal said, New Delhi
conveyed Tehran its deepest concerns and that it strongly condemned
what has happened. He said, a precious Indian life has been lost and
several Indian nationals have been injured. A couple of them are seriously
injured. The Spokesperson said, India conveyed its strongest protest to
the Iranian side on this matter, stating that these attacks must stop at the
earliest. At the same time, there should be de-escalation, and the two sides
should come to the negotiating table and take the path of dialogue and
diplomacy so that peace and stability can be ensured in West Asia. (BYTE:
RANDHIR JAISWAL) Responding to a question on protests in
PoJK, Mr Jaiswal said the ongoing protests in PoJK are a direct
consequence of Pakistan’s decades-long systemic exploitation,
denial of fundamental rights, and administrative oppression in
areas under its illegal and forcible occupation. He pointed out that
rather than addressing the legitimate grievances of the local
populace, the Pakistani state has responded with extreme police
brutality, and deploying lethal force against unarmed civilians
that has resulted in tragic fatalities. He said New Delhi expects
the international community to hold Pakistan fully accountable for
these abuses and misdeeds. (BYTE: RANDHIR JAISWAL)
MANDAVIYA BRICS FORUM: Union Minister for Labour and
Employment, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, highlighted that artificial intelligence
can effectively enhance the skills of youth. Speaking as the chief guest at
the BRICS Trade Union Forum Summit in Hyderabad, he emphasized the
government's numerous social security initiatives and discussed various
programs conducted under the Skill India Mission. The Minister noted that
artificial intelligence and robotics technology are driving major
transformations across the nation. He advised everyone to use the latest
technology responsibly and urged workers to overcome the fear of job
losses by upgrading their skills accordingly. Additionally, he called for
strong collaboration between industries and trade unions, acknowledging
the invaluable role of workers in national and state development. He also
stressed the importance of mutual cooperation among BRICS nations to
foster shared growth. To keep pace with technological advancements, the
Minister promised that new courses would be introduced through the Skill
India Mission.

MANDAVIYA ESI OPD BLOCK: Union Minister for Labour and
Employment Mansukh Mandaviya, alongside State Minister G. Vivek



Venkataswamy, inaugurated a state-of-the-art outpatient department block
constructed at a cost of X211 crore at the Sanathnagar ESIC Hospital in
Hyderabad. On this occasion, the Union Minister also virtually launched six
other ESI projects across the nation, representing a total investment of
over X650 crore. These initiatives are set to provide advanced, free medical
services, including ICU and NICU care, to 53 lakh beneficiaries nationwide.
Following the inauguration, the ministers honored the construction workers
who built the facility. Speaking on the occasion, Union Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya emphasized that labor and youth power are the two most
critical pillars of national progress. He noted that despite rapid
technological advancements, the physical efforts of workers remain
irreplaceable in infrastructure development, making social security a top
priority for the government. The number of ESIC beneficiaries has doubled
from 7.5 crore to 15 crore, expanding the country's social security
coverage from 19 percent to 64 percent.
INCOME TAX — COLLECTION: The Income Tax Department has
collected over seven lakh 73 thousand crore rupees as direct tax for the
financial year 2026-27 so far. It is 16.11 percent higher growth as
compared to financial year 2025-2026 during the same period. The
collection includes corporate tax of over three lakh 35 thousand crore
rupees and Non Corporate Tax of four lakh 11 thousand crore rupees. The
department has also issued refunds of over one lakh 22 thousand crore
rupees. The net direct tax collection has recorded a significant growth of
over 16 per cent amounting to more than six lakh 51 thousand crore
rupees.

EVE RAILWAY REFORMS: Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has
announced a major policy reform that allows fertilizers to be transported in
specially designed containers instead of traditional covered box wagons.
Briefing media in New Delhi today on the reforms aimed at modernizing
Indian Railways, Mr Vaishnaw said, Railways account for 85 per cent share
in transportation of fertilisers. He said, container handling is easier and
enables non-polluting storage. Byte - Ashwini Vaishnaw The Minister

said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has continuously encouraged to bring
reforms in the Railways. Mr Vaishnaw announced a major reform in fly ash
transportation, shifting movement from open railway wagons to specially
designed containers.



PRALHAD JOSHI-REVIEW MEETING

Union Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
Pralhad Joshi today chaired a review meeting to strengthen the country's
foodgrain storage ecosystem in New Delhi. In a social media post, Mr.
Joshi said the meeting reviewed the proposed Storage Policy and the
Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee (PEG) Scheme. He said the discussions
focused on addressing emerging challenges in foodgrain management,
including regional storage imbalances, surplus stock management,
optimisation of storage capacity, and the need to revise storage norms in
line with current procurement trends.

CRICKET- IND-ENG: In Cricket, England were for
in over against India in the first of the three-match ODI
series at Edgbaston, Birminghamat, when report last came in. Earlier,
England skipper won the toss and opted to bat first. The Men in Blue, led
by Shubman Gill, will receive a significant boost with the return of veterans
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli, both of whom are now exclusively focused
on the ODI format after retiring from T20Is and Tests.




