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PM — VBRY: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will disburse incentives worth
two thousand 400 crore rupees under the Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat
Rozgar Yojana (PM-VBRY) in New Delhi today. Labour and Employment
Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya said that since August last year, more than
63 lakh employees have been brought into the formal workforce under PM-
VBRY, of whom nearly 30 per cent are women. He said that over 80 per
cent of establishments, incentivised under this scheme, are small
enterprises with fewer than 25 workers. Dr Mandaviya said that the youth
securing their first government job will receive an incentive of up to 15
thousand rupees in two installments. He stated that the incentives will be
transferred through Direct Benefit Transfer to more than 15 lakh
beneficiaries during the programme.

PM - KISAN SCHEME: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the 23rd
instalment of the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme
from Tarakeswar in Hooghly district of West Bengal tomorrow. The Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare informed that more than 18 thousand
880 crore rupees will be transferred directly into the bank accounts of over
9.44 crore farmers across the country. More than 2.18 crore women
farmers will also benefit from the instalment. With this release, the total



disbursement under the PM-KISAN scheme since its launch in February
2019 will exceed 4.46 lakh crore rupees. In West Bengal alone, over 45.35
lakh farmers will receive more than 907 crore rupees under the latest
instalment. On the occasion, the Prime Minister will also launch several key
agriculture initiatives in West Bengal.

TRIPTI : PAWAN DP-I 19.06.2026

PREZ-WORLD SICKLE CELL DAY

President Droupadi Murmu today attended a state-level programme
organised on the occasion of World Sickle Cell Day in Omkareshwar, in
Madhya Pradesh's Khandwa district. Governor Mangubhai Patel and Chief
Minister Dr Mohan Yadav welcomed the President at the venue. Addressing
the gathering, President Droupadi Murmu praised the state government for
its achievements under the National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination
Mission. The President said, the state has made significant progress on
several fronts under the mission. The President noted that one of the key
goals set at the launch of the National Mission in 2023 was large-scale
screening, and it is a matter of satisfaction that the target has been
achieved ahead of schedule. During the programme, President Murmu
visited a special exhibition set up under the National Sickle Cell Anaemia
Elimination Mission-2047. The exhibition showcased various initiatives
related to the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of sickle cell disease.

Departments including Tribal Affairs, Scheduled Caste Welfare,
Medical Education, Public Health and AYUSH presented information on
healthcare services, awareness campaigns and welfare schemes being
implemented for sickle cell patients. The exhibition also highlighted the
work of mobile medical units operating in tribal areas.

Officials briefed the President about screening campaigns, genetic
counselling services, free treatment facilities, as well as digital platforms
and future plans under the mission. In the next phase of her visit, the
President will travel to Rairangpur in Odisha, where she is scheduled to
inaugurate several development projects.
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TRIPTI DP-I 19.06.2026
VB G RAM G- AREA OFFICERS

Government will be deploying over a hundred Area Officers across
the country to support the rollout of the Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025, which will come
into force on the 1st of next month. In order to orient the officers for the
role, the Ministry of Rural Development also organised a dedicated
orientation programme covering the key features of the Act,
implementation framework, institutional arrangements, technology-enabled
governance systems and support mechanisms available to States and
districts. During their visits, Area Officers will interact with State
Governments, district administrations and field-level functionaries to
understand implementation requirements, facilitate exchange of
experiences and good practices, support capacity-building efforts and assist
in resolving operational issues. The Ministry said that the Area Officer
initiative is expected to play an important role in supporting States and
Union Territories (UTs) during the rollout phase by facilitating coordination,
sharing implementation experiences and providing continuous institutional
support, thereby helping ensure a smooth and effective transition to the
VB-G RAM G framework.

The government has undertaken several extensive preparatory
measures to ensure readiness across the country. These include approval
of an interim allocation of more than 95 thousand crore rupees for
Financial Year 2026-27, onboarding of all States and UTs onto the DBT-
SPARSH platform, completion of e-KYC for nearly 93 per cent of active
workers, rollout of the Face Authentication-based Attendance System
nationwide, development of dedicated digital platforms and large-scale
capacity-building initiatives. The Rural Development Ministry noted that 27
States and Union Territories have already made budgetary provisions for
implementation of the Act, while six States or UTs have notified their State
Schemes under the VB-G RAM G framework.

<><> SAUMYA/PRIYA/1139
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NADDA-SICKLE CELL

On the occasion of World Sickle Cell Awareness Day, Union Health
Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda has reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to building a healthier and more equitable nation. In a social
media post, Mr Nadda noted that over 7.19 crore individuals have been
screened under the National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission, with
more than 20 lakh carriers identified. He added that over 2.46 lakh persons
have been diagnosed with Sickle Cell Disease and more than 4 crore Sickle
Cell Cards have been distributed under the mission. Mr Nadda said, these
achievements reflect the government’s collective efforts to ensure early
diagnosis, timely treatment, genetic counselling and comprehensive care,
particularly among tribal populations and vulnerable communities. He also
called upon people to continue working together towards the shared goal
of eliminating Sickle Cell Disease as a public health challenge by 2047.

<><>SAUMYA/PRIYA/1144

IMD-WEATHER: India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast
heavy rainfall today at isolated places over Assam, Meghalaya, Sub-
Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim. Moderate to heavy rainfall is also
expected over Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram,
Tripura, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, and Karaikal during the day. According
to the Met Department, thunderstorms accompanied by hailstorms are
expected today over Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,
Gilgit, Muzaffarabad and Uttarakhand. Places over Delhi, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Telangana, West
Bengal and Sikkim are likely to witness thunderstorms and gusty winds
today. IMD said thunder squalls are likely over parts of Bihar, Rajasthan,
Odisha, Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh. Meanwhile, heatwave conditions
are expected to persist today over Maharashtra, Telangana and Uttar
Pradesh. Andhra Pradesh, Gangetic West Bengal, Konkan, Goa and Odisha
are likely to experience hot and humid weather conditions today.



