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SJ:SWATI MP-I 24.06.2026
SITHARAMAN- GROWTH SUMMIT
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has called for stronger



multilateral cooperation to build resilient economies, accelerate sustainable
development and ensure inclusive growth. Addressing the Global
Convergence for Growth Summit virtually in New Delhi yesterday the
Minister said that while prosperity and challenges are shared in an
interconnected world, the consequences of conflicts and uncertainty fall
disproportionately on developing countries and the Global South. She
stressed that coordinated global action is essential to address these
challenges. Emphasising on the issue of global imbalances, Ms Sitharaman
said that not all imbalances are alike, as some reflect differences in
demographics, development stages, resource endowments and economic
structures. She noted that focus should remain on excessive and persistent
imbalances while recognising that the scale of domestic needs varies
significantly across countries.

Highlighting India’s economic progress, the Finance Minister said
that the country's growth is primarily driven by domestic demand,
supported by a largely market-determined exchange rate. She added that
India continues to be among the world’s fastest-growing major economies,
with GDP growth projected to remain robust at around seven per cent over
the medium term. The summit ,chaired by French President Emmanuel
Macron, brought together leaders of advanced and emerging economies,
including the G7 nations such as India, Brazil, China, Kenya, South Korea
and the International Monetary Fund.

SHIVANG/SUPARNA/1923 HRS

SJ MP-I 24.06.2026
REV. GOYAL-USTR MEET

India and the United States opened high-level trade talks, to salvage
and recalibrate a proposed bilateral trade agreement after changes in US
tariff policy disrupted a framework negotiated earlier this year. Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal met United States Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer and US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor in New Delhi
yesterday. More form our Correspondent:-

Both sides are aiming to conclude an interim trade pact before
24th July, when Washington's temporary 10 per cent tariff on
imports from trading partners is set to expire. On February 20,
the US Supreme Court struck down sweeping tariffs. This led the



US administration to impose a temporary 10% tariff under
Section 122 of the Trade Act on all countries for 150 days starting
February 24, which is due to expire on July 24. Following a de-
escalation in bilateral trade tensions, the U.S. reduced the
reciprocal tariff on most Indian goods to 18% and removed a
previous 25% penalty tariff. India had also proposed reducing or
eliminating tariffs on a range of US industrial and agricultural
goods, including dried distillers’ grains, red sorghum for animal
feed, tree nuts, fruits, soybean oil, wine and spirits, among others.

Earlier, Mr Goyal said in a social media post that he was looking
forwmard to productive discussions on the India-US bilateral trade
agreement. Meanwhile, Mr Gor also shared a message on social media. He
said India and the US are moving decisively towards finalising a strong
bilateral trade agreement that will unlock new economic opportunities for
both countries and significantly deepen the US-India economic partnership.

<><>KAUMUDEE/CB/0502/HRS

NEELAM DP-I 24.06.2026
REV JAISHANKAR-PASSPORT DIVAS
External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today said that the rollout of

Passport Seva Programme 2.0, introduction of chip-enabled e-Passports,
opening of new Passport Seva Kendras and Post Office Passport
Seva Kendras, and record levels of passport issuance are enhancing ease
of travel, expanding access to global opportunities, and empowering
citizens. In a social media post, the Minister extended greetings to all
Passport Authorities in India and abroad on the occasion of the 14th
Passport Seva Divas. Dr Jaishankar also reaffirmed the Government’s
commitment to keep making passport services delivery faster, more
transparent and accessible, guided by the vision of ‘Surakshit Passport,
Sugam Seva, Sashakt Nagrik’.

RISHU/1050 HRS
GAURAV DP-I 24.06.2026

YOUTH PARLIAMENT-PRIZE DISTRIBUTION (TAKE SUITABY)



The Prize Distribution Function of the 36th National Youth Parliament
Competition, 2025-26 for Kendriya Vidyalayas will be held in New Delhi
tomorrow. Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Arjun Ram Meghwal
will preside over the function and distribute the prizes to the prize-winning
students and Vidyalayas.

The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs has been organizing Youth
Parliament Competitions in Kendriya Vidyalayas for the past 38 years.
Under the scheme of the National Youth Parliament Competition for
Kendriya Vidyalayas, the 36th Competition in the series was organized
during 2025-26 among 200 Vidyalayas spread over 25 regions of Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan, all over India. The Youth Parliament Scheme aims at
inculcating among the young generations the spirit of self-discipline,
tolerance of diverse opinions, righteous expression of views, and other
virtues of a democratic way of life.

<><>AMAN/RISHU/1107 HRS
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24.06.2026
NITI AAYOG REPORT

Vice Chairperson of NITI Aayog Dr Ashok Kumar Lahiri has said that
the total trade of India has grown by 5.4 per cent in the last quarter. Dr
Lahiri said this while releasing the latest Edition of the Trade Watch
Quarterly report in New Delhi. The Vice Chairperson added that India's
exports reached 1.84 trillion dollars and imports grew by 6.5 per cent in
the last quarter. Talking about the situation in West Asia, he said that the
crisis was temporary and expressed hope that soon peace will prevail in the
world.

(BYTE ASHOK KUMAR LAHIRI)

The report released today gives an analysis of India's role in Global

Trade, primarily focusing on Pharmaceutical trade.
<>CB/BISHAL/SAMARTH/0443 HRS
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24.06.2026
INDIAN EMBASY IRAN- ADVISORY

The Indian Embassy in Tehran has issued a revised advisory for
Indian nationals in view of the improving security situation in the country.



The Embassy noted that despite the recent positive developments, Indian
nationals should continue to avoid all non-essential travel to the country
until further notice. The Embassy said, Indian citizens currently residing in
Iran, as well as those required to travel to Iran for unavoidable reasons,
are advised to exercise a high degree of caution, remain vigilant and
maintain constant situational awareness. It also urged them to closely
follow local developments through credible sources and comply with
instructions issued by local authorities.

The Embassy further advised all Indian nationals currently in Iran, as
well as those planning to travel to the country, to register their details with
the Embassy. It also urged them to regularly monitor The Embassy's
official website and social media platforms for updates and further
advisories.

For assistance, the Embassy has issued emergency helpline numbers:
+98 91 28 10 91 15, +98 91 28 10 91 09, +98 91 28 10 91 02 and
+98 99 32 17 93 59. Indian nationals can also contact the Embassy
through email at cons.tehran@mea.gov.in
<mailto:cons.tehran@mea.gov.in>.
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SJ MP-I  24.06.2026
IMD-WEATHER
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said that conditions are
favourable for further advance of southwest monsoon into parts of
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh during the next two days.
The Met Department has forecast heavy to very heavy rainfall over Coastal
Karnataka, Konkan and Goa over the next three days. According to IMD,
Assam, Meghalaya, Interior Karnataka, Madhya Maharashtra, Odisha, Sub
Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim and Telangana are expected to witness
heavy rainfall today. The weather agency has predicted thunderstorms and
lightning over parts of Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Bihar,
Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Uttarakhand and the
Northeastern states today. Similar conditions are expected over Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Mahe, Konkan, Goa, Lakshadweep, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Andaman and Nicobar Islands for the day.
Meanwhile, heat wave conditions are expected to prevail over East Madhya
Pradesh, East Uttar Pradesh and Vidarbha till tomorrow.
<><>RISHU/0628 HRS



