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India has strongly objected to Pakistan raising the Kashmir issue at a
United Nations forum, accusing Islamabad of politicising the platform and
also slammed it for misusing its position as co-chair instead of being
unbiased as behooves the position. The remarks were made by India's
Permanent Representative to the UN in New York, P Harish, in response to
comments by Pakistan's Permanent Representative, Asim Iftikhar Ahmad.
Responding to Pakistan's intervention, Mr. Harish criticised the conduct of



the co-chair and reiterated India's long-standing position on Jammu and
Kashmir.
[S/B P HARISH -18 SECS]

The Indian Embassy in Tehran has issued a revised advisory for Indian
nationals in view of the improving security situation in the country. In the
light of recent positive developments and improvement in the overall
situation, the Embassy advised Indian nationals to contemplate about
travelling to Iran. Zndian nationals are advised to continue to avoid all non-
essential travel to Iran until further notice. The Embassy said, Indian
citizens currently residing in Iran, as well as those required to travel to Iran
for unavoidable reasons, are advised to exercise a high degree of caution,
remain vigilant and maintain constant situational awareness.
<><><>

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has concluded a
series of meetings with US trade representative Ambassador Jamieson
Greer and his delegation this morning. In a social media post, Mr Goyal
said they reviewed the progress of the ongoing India-U.S. trade discussions
and explored avenues to further deepen economic partnership between
both the countries. He also appreciated Ambassador Greer’s leadership and
the sustained efforts of both teams in advancing the discussions in a
constructive and forward-looking manner.

<><><>

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today highlighted the

importance of deepening India-South Korea ties amid a challenging global
environment saying that countries with shared values and mutual trust
need to work together more closely. In his opening remarks during the
meeting with South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Hyun in Seoul, he
stressed that the current international situation makes cooperation among
trusted partners more important than ever.

MEA-PASSPORT SEVA DIVAS: Regional Passport Offices, RPOs and
Missions abroad delivered 1.5 crore passports and related services to
Indian nationals in 2025. An official in the External Affairs Ministry informed
that there has been a huge increase in PSKs and POPSKs, with 545 such
Kendras across the country. The MEA official said ten Post Office Passport
Seva Kendras, POPSKs were opened last year, and ten POPSKs will be
opened this year as well. Another very important development has been



the roll out of chip enabled passport, which is stronger and more secure.
Around 1.47 crore chip enabled passports have been delivered so far. The
MEA official also said that the quality of infrastructure and service at PSKs
and POPSKs are being upgraded. Efforts have been made to meet the
needs of mothers, and elderly children. Every effort is being made to make
passport services more accessible and simple, as only ten percent of the
Indian population have Passports. Twenty seven nations currently allow
visa free travel to Indians and 47 nations offer Visa on Arrival facility. A
total of sixty six countries offer e visa facilities to Indians. External
Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today said that the rollout of Passport Seva
Programme 2.0, introduction of chip-enabled e-Passports, opening of new
Passport Seva Kendras and Post Office Passport Seva Kendras, and record
levels of passport issuance are enhancing ease of travel, expanding access
to global opportunities, and empowering citizens. In a social media post,
the Minister extended greetings to all Passport Authorities in India and
abroad on the occasion of the 14th Passport Seva Divas. Dr Jaishankar also
reaffirmed the Government’s commitment to keep making passport
services delivery faster, more transparent and accessible, guided by the
vision of ‘Surakshit Passport, Sugam Seva, Sashakt Nagrik'.

NEW WB - GODOWN COLLAPSED: After a devastating roof collapse of
an under construction godown in which rescue operation is underway at
Taratala area of Kolkata today in which 3 people have died West Bengal
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari visited the spot and inspected the site.
Suvendu Adhikari informed the media a report would be prepared by the
Kolkata Municipal Corporation KMC for the incident. He said a detailed
information would be provided involving the Taratala accident tomorrow in
the Assembly. The session of the assembly is underway in Kolkata. Army,
NDRF, police, personnel of Fire and Emergency Services have joined hands
for the relief and rescue operations. Contact has been established with the
trapped people inside the debris and water and oxygen have been provided
by the rescue team. Efforts are underway to rescue them.

SHAH-NCB: Union Home Minister Amit Shah, will chair the 10th Apex-
Level Meeting of the Narco-Coordination Centre (NCORD) in New Delhi on
Friday. The Ministry of Home Affairs said that the meeting being organised
by the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) will bring together representatives



of Central Ministries, State Governments and drug law enforcement
agencies to review and strengthen efforts to combat drug trafficking and
drug abuse across the country.

REV SHAH-RANI DURGAVATI: Union Home Minister Amit Shah and
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today paid tribute to Rani Durgavati on her
martyrdom day. In a social media post, the Minister described Rani
Durgavati as a valiant queen and symbol of feminine power who sacrificed
her life in a heroic struggle against Mughal invaders to protect sovereignty
and cultural heritage. Mr Shah added, Rani Durgavati remains an eternal
inspiration for good governance and service. In a social media post,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said that Rani Durgavati displayed
unparalleled courage and bravery in defending her motherland and culture.
He noted that the supreme sacrifice of Rani Durgavati is a glorious chapter
in Indian history that will continue to inspire future generations with
patriotism, a sense of duty, selflessness, and the spirit of sacrifice.

DAY IMD- WEATHER: The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has
issued a red alert for heavy to very heavy rainfall over Konkan and Goa
today. Similar weather conditions are expected to prevail over Coastal
Karnataka and Madhya Maharashtra during the next two days. The
weather agency has forecast heavy rainfall over Assam, Meghalaya,
Interior Karnataka, Odisha, Telangana, and West Bengal and Sikkim till the
29th of this month. The Met Department has also predicted thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning and gqusty winds over Delhi, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Jammu and Kashmir,
Ladakh till Saturday. Similar conditions are expected to prevail over
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Jharkhand,
Kerala, Mahe, Lakshadweep, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, and
West Uttar Pradesh till Saturday. It added that Karnataka, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Telangana, and parts of
the North-Eastern region are also likely to experience thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning and gusty winds till Saturday.

In the FIFA World Cup 2026, Portugal crushed Uzbekistan by five goals
to nil in the Group K, at Houston in United States. The 41-year-old



Cristiano Ronaldo scored two goals to help Portugal roll to a 5-0 win over
Uzbekistan.



