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SANJIO EP-I1 18.06.2026
VP- LADAKH VISIT

Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan will be on a three day visit to
participate in International Day of Yoga celebrations at Leh in Ladakh,
starting tomorrow. Mr Radhakrishnan will undertake his first official visit to
the Union Territory till 21% of this month. During the visit, the Vice-
President will travel to the Village of Lukung on 20™ June, where he will
interact with local Self Help Groups. He will also witness developmental
initiatives being undertaken in the border region under the Vibrant Villages
Programme. Later in the day, the Vice-President will pay his respects at the
War Memorial.

On 21% June, Mr Radhakrishnan will participate in the International
Day of Yoga celebrations at Leh. The event will witness the participation of
youth, armed forces personnel, and members of various organisations in



promoting the message of holistic health and well-being through yoga.
<><>ARZOO/SUPARNA/1624
SANJIO EP-I 18.06.2026

PM- KISAN WB VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the 23rd instalment of the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme from Tarakeswar
in Hooghly district of West Bengal on Saturday. The Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare informed that more than 18 thousand 880 crore
rupees will be transferred directly into the bank accounts of over 9.44 crore
farmers across the country. It added that more than 2.18 crore women
farmers will also benefit from the instalment. The Ministry said that with
this release, the total disbursement under the PM-KISAN scheme since its
launch in February 2019 will exceed 4.46 lakh crore rupees. In West Bengal
alone, over 45.35 lakh farmers will receive more than 907 crore rupees
under the latest instalment.

On the occasion, the Prime Minister will also launch several key
agriculture initiatives in West Bengal. These include the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana and the Restructured Weather Based Crop Insurance
Scheme, which aim to provide insurance coverage to over 1.10 crore
farmers in the state during 2026-27. Mr Modi will also launch AgriStack
under the Digital Agriculture Mission to provide farmers with easier access
to services such as crop insurance, credit, fertiliser distribution and direct
benefit transfers through a unified digital platform. The Prime Minister will
further launch the National Mission on Natural Farming in the state. Under
the mission, 346 natural farming clusters covering 17 thousand 300

hectares will be established, benefiting over 43 thousand farmers.



In addition, implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Dhan-Dhaanya
Krishi Yojana will be initiated in Purulia, Darjeeling, Alipurduar and
Jhargram districts to boost agricultural productivity, strengthen irrigation
and post-harvest infrastructure, and improve farmers' access to
institutional credit. The Agriculture Ministry said that special programmes
will be organised across the country as PM-KISAN Utsav Diwas, with over
one crore farmers expected to join the main event through video
conferencing.

<><> AKSHIT/ISHANI/1830
TAPAN EP-1 18.06.2026

PM-MANDAVIYA ARTICLE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that the story of India's
transformation over the last 12 years is also the story of its youth. The
Prime Minister said this while sharing an article by Union Minister for Youth
Affairs and Sports Dr Mansukh Mandaviya in a social media post. Mr Modi
said that guided by the Government’s vision, unprecedented investments in
skilling, innovation and entrepreneurship, the country is creating
opportunities for the Amrit Peedhi to realise their aspirations and contribute
to nation-building. In the article, Mr Mandaviya highlighted the role of
young India in building Viksit Bharat 2047.

<><>SUPARNA/RISHU/1528 HRS

SANJIO EP-I
18.06.2026

PRADHAN- NEET REVIEW MEETING

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan today chaired a high-
level review meeting to assess preparations for the NEET-UG re-
examination scheduled on Sunday. During the meeting, Minister stressed
the need to maintain the highest standards of integrity, transparency and
efficiency in the examination process. He directed all concerned authorities
to remain vigilant and ensure all necessary arrangements for the free and



fair conduct of the re-examination. Mr Pradhan said officers designated by
the Ministry will be deployed across states to coordinate examination-
related activities and report to a central command centre headed by the
Director General of the National Testing Agency.

Duirng the meeting, States and Union Territories were also asked to
ensure that candidates are provided all necessary facilities, including
proper seating arrangements and drinking water, to enable them to appear
for the examination in a stress-free environment. Officials also reviewed
security measures, logistical arrangements, grievance redressal
mechanisms and coordination among stakeholders.

On the occasion, National Testing Agency Director General Abhishek
Singh informed the meeting that the agency is working closely with district
administrations, state police departments and intelligence agencies to
ensure smooth conduct of the examination.

Senior officials from the Ministry of Education, State Governments,
the National Testing Agency and higher educational institutions participated
in the meeting. More than 220 participants attended the meeting in hybrid
mode. Representatives from states and Union Territories, centrally funded
institutions and higher education institutes assured full cooperation for the
seamless and transparent conduct of the re-examination.

<><>ROHAN/SUPARNA/1610

SANJIO : PAWAN EP-1I
18.06.2026

PM - VIVA-TECH 2026 SUMMIT (Early)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that innovation can provide
solutions where conventional approaches fall short. Addressing the
VivaTech 2026 Summit in Paris, the Prime Minister highlighted India’s rapid
technology-driven transformation in areas such as digital payments,
financial inclusion, education, healthcare and agriculture. Mr Modi said
India is expanding the frontiers of human capability through achievements
in space technology and nuclear energy. Emphasising that technology must
be accessible to everyone, he said India views Artificial Intelligence as “All
Inclusive”. Referring to the recently concluded India-European Union Free
Trade Agreement, Mr. Modi said it will boost trade, investment, technology
exchange and tourism. He urged global innovators to work with India and



“deliver for all.”
<><><> MAHESH CHOPADE/PARIS, FRANCE/W'APP/1827
SANJIO : PAWAN EP-II

18.06.2026

PM - VIVA-TECH 2026 SUMMIT (Early)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that innovation can provide
solutions where conventional approaches fall short. Addressing the
VivaTech 2026 Summit in Paris, the Prime Minister highlighted India’s rapid
technology-driven transformation in areas such as digital payments,
financial inclusion, education, healthcare and agriculture. Mr Modi said
India is expanding the frontiers of human capability through achievements
in space technology and nuclear energy. Emphasising that technology must
be accessible to everyone, he said India views Artificial Intelligence as “All
Inclusive”. Referring to the recently concluded India-European Union Free
Trade Agreement, Mr. Modi said it will boost trade, investment, technology
exchange and tourism. He urged global innovators to work with India and

“deliver for all.”

<><><> MAHESH CHOPADE/PARIS, FRANCE/W'APP/1827



SANJIO EP-1
18.06.2026

VP-DRUG FREE CAMPUS

Vice President and Chancellor of the University of Delhi, C. P.
Radhakrishnan has commended the significant progress made by the
University of Delhi under the Nasha Mukt Parisar Abhiyaan. In a social
media post, the Vice President recalled the launch of the Drug-Free
Campus Campaign and the e-pledge platform at the University earlier this
year, urging students to become ambassadors of a Nasha Mukt Bharat and
take a stand against the menace of drug abuse. Mr Radhakrishnan lauded
the University’s efforts to advance the objectives of the campaign and
stated that more than 53 thousand students have taken the mandatory
pledge through a collective effort. He said that such initiatives contribute
significantly towards building a healthier, stronger and more prosperous
nation. The Vice President called upon universities and educational
institutions across the country to join this endeavour and encourage their
students to actively participate in the campaign. He emphasized that
collective action and sustained awareness among the youth are essential to

realizing the vision of a Drug-Free India.
<><>SUPARNA/RISHU/1636

SANJIO : PAWAN EP-1I 18.06.2026

PM MEET - FRENCH INDUSTRY LEADERS (with V/c)



Prime Minister Narendra Modi today met leading French industry
leaders in Paris, with discussions focusing on manufacturing, artificial
intelligence, sustainability and maritime infrastructure. Speaking to
Akashvani after the meetings, top executives highlighted growing
opportunities in India and announced plans for deeper engagement with

the country. A report;

(V/C-MAHESH CHOPADE IN GNR MAIL)

"Saint-Gobain Chairman and CEO Benoit Bazin said India is

emerqing as a major manufacturing and export hub for the Asia-

Pacific region. He highlighted the company’s investments in low-

carbon technologies and enerqy-efficient building solutions to

support India’s net-zero goals. Mistral AI CEO Arthur Mensch said

the company is keen to strengthen support for Indian languages,
expand Al research partnerships and explore greater

collaboration on sovereign Al. He also indicated plans to expand

the company’s presence in India. CMA CGM Chairman and CEO

Rodolphe Saadé said India is rapidly developing as a hub for

green shipbuilding. He welcomed the company’s decision to build

six LNG-powered vessels in partnership with Indian shipyards and



said discussions with the Prime Minister also covered logistics,

ship recycling and deep-sea port development. The meetings

underscored growing economic and technology cooperation

between India and France. THIS IS MAHESH CHOPADE,

AKAHSVANI NEWS PARIS FRANCE. "

<><><> MAHESH CHOPADE/PARIS, FRANCE/MAIL/1711

SANJIO EPI
18.6.26

PM CMA CGM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today met Chairman and CEO of
logistics company, CMA CGM Group, Rodolphe Saadé in Paris. The
discussions focused on strengthening cooperation in maritime shipping,
logistics and global supply chains. In a social media post, Mr Modi noted
the Group’s strong and growing presence in India. Mr Saadé highlighted
CMA CGM's plans for India, including ongoing investments, expansion plans
and initiatives that are leading to skill development, shipbuilding, expansion
in logistics and innovation in supply chain.

<><>Suparna/1629






