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NEW PM -REPUBLIC SUMMIT: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said
the principle of Nation First has been the driving force behind India’s
transformation into a fast-growing, credible and reliable global power.
Addressing a summit organized by a private media house in New Delhi,
Prime Minister Modi said the country’s achievements over the past decade
were rooted in trust, stability and a commitment to the larger global good.
Referring to his recent participation in the G7 Summit, he said world
leaders recognise India’s unwavering commitment to putting national
interests first, a philosophy that continues to shape the country’s policies
and development agenda. Highlighting the government’s 12 years in office,
the Prime Minister said initiatives such as Swachh Bharat, Make in India,
promotion of khadi and support for local products succeeded because
citizens embraced the spirit of nation-building. The Prime Minister said
nearly 25 crore people had moved out of poverty in recent years, leading
to the emergence of a large neo-middle class and boosting economic
activity. He stressed that empowering the poor and middle class remained
a key priority, citing affordable housing initiatives, tax reforms, healthcare
schemes and improved urban infrastructure. PM Modi said projects such as
the SWAMIH Fund had enabled the completion of thousands of stalled
housing units, while digital governance and simplified tax administration
had reduced compliance burdens and improved transparency. Emphasising
India’s growing infrastructure network, the PM said metro systems now
serve more than one crore passengers daily, while Vande Bharat, Namo
Bharat and Amrit Bharat trains, along with expanded highways and
airports, have significantly improved connectivity.

NSA DOVAL-CHINA WANG: National Security Adviser Ajit Doval held
talks with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, focusing on key aspects of
bilateral engagement including progress in normalisation of the ties
between two countries. The talks were held on the sideline of the ongoing
16th BRICS National Security Adviser's Meeting in New Delhi yesterday. In
the meeting, Mr Doval underlined that stable, predictable and constructive
bilateral relations will contribute to building trust and better understanding
between the two sides.

LUCKNOW FIRE- ACTION: Taking swift action after the tragic fire
incident in Lucknow, which claimed the lives of 15 students, the police



registered a case against six individuals and arrested four of them last
night. Four officials from the Lucknow Development Authority, Fire
Department, and Electricity Department have also been suspended
following directives from Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. In connection with
the fire incident in Lucknow, Aliganj Police have registered an FIR under
relevant sections of the BNS and the Uttar Pradesh Fire Service Act against
six named accused and other responsible persons. Police have sealed
the building in Aliganj that was affected by the fire incident in the state
capital. Entry to the premises has been prohibited. Nine students were
injured and have been admitted to at King George's Medical
University, KGMU, Lucknow. Most of the deaths were caused by suffocation.

PADMA AWARS-PRESIDEN: President Droupadi Murmu will confer the
Padma Awards 2026 at the second Civil Investiture Ceremony, this evening
at Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi. According to the official statement,
the president will confer 65 Padma Awards, including two Padma
Vibhushan, seven Padma Bhushan and 56 Padma Shri. Tennis legend Vijay
Amritraj, actor Mammootty, playback singer Alka Yagnik and cricketer Rohit
Sharma are among 65 prominent personalities who will receive the coveted
Padma Awards from the President. On Republic Day eve, the government
had announced 131 Padma awards for 2026, including five Padma
Vibhushan awards.

MORN. FIFA WORLD CUP: In the FIFA World Cup 2026, the Group I
clash between France and Iraq is underway in Philadelphia, United States.
France lead 1-0 at halftime after Kylian Mbappé scores his 15th World Cup
goal, tying for third most in history. Earlier, Argentina defeated Austria 2-0
in their Group J match in Arlington, United States, to secure a place in the
Round of 32. Argentina captain Lionel Messi opened the scoring in the 38th
minute and added a second in stoppage time. With his two goals, Messi
took his FIFA World Cup tally to 18, surpassing Germany's Miroslav Klose's
record of 16 goals to become the highest goal-scorer in World Cup history.
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REV. INDIAN EMBASSY-QATAR INCIDENT

Indian Embassy in Doha has announced that Qatari authorities have
confirmed the deaths of 12 Indian nationals in the Ras Laffan incident
Sunday night. In a social media post, the Embassy extended its
condolences to the bereaved families and offered prayers for the departed
souls. It also stated that Qatari authorities confirmed all those injured in
the incident are in stable condition and receiving appropriate medical
treatment. External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has expressed grief
over the loss of lives and injuries, including those of Indian nationals. In a
social media post, Dr Jaishankar said that the Indian Embassy in Doha
continues to be in touch with Qatari authorities and is reaching out to
render assistance to the families of Indian nationals affected by the
tragedy. At least 13 people have been killed and 66 injured after an
explosion at Qatar's largest gas facility. The Interior Ministry said city's
main liquified natural gas (LNG) processing site suffered a technical
accident in Ras Laffan industrial zone. Qatar's Energy Minister Saad
Sherida al-Kaabi said the explosion would not affect the country's exports
and added that this was an accident and not sabotage or hostile in nature.
The Ras Laffan Port is the largest artificial harbour in the world and has the
world's largest LNG export facility. It was targeted by Iranian strikes earlier
this year.
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In Hockey, the Indian men's hockey team will take on arch-rivals
Pakistan in the opening match of the FIH Pro League today. This will be
the first encounter between India and Pakistan since their Asian Champions
Trophy clash in Hulunbuir, China, in 2024, where India emerged victorious
with a 2-1 win. The head-to-head record over the last 10 years heavily
favors India, who remain undefeated across 17 matches, with 15 wins and
two draws. The Indian hockey team will aim to carry forward their
momentum after a 3-2 win over world number two Netherlands yesterday
in their final match of the Rotterdam leg of the FIH Pro League. Jugraj



Singh, Abhishek, and Rajinder Singh scored in this impressive victory.
India's other win in the Rotterdam round of the tournament was against
reigning world champions and world number five Germany.
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