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PM-SEYCHELLES VISIT:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a three day state visit to
Seychelles this morning to attend the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the
National Day of Seychelles as the Guest of Honour. Prime Minister last
visited Seychelles in 2015. External Affairs Ministry said in a statement that
a contingent of the Indian defence forces, along with two Indian Navy
ships, will participate in the celebrations. During the visit, Prime Minister
will hold talks with President of Seychelles, Dr. Patrick Herminie and review
the full spectrum of bilateral cooperation and exchange views on regional
and international issues of mutual interest. Prime Minister Modi will

address the National Assembly of Seychelles and interact with

members of the Indian diaspora during his visit. Today, he is
scheduled to visit the Botanical Gardens for a Tree Plantation




Ceremony and visit the Seychelles Coast Guard base. India and
Seychelles share a longstanding partnership rooted in shared
historical, cultural and people to people ties. As a key maritime

neighbour in the Indian Ocean region, Seychelles holds a special
place in _India’s Vision MAHASAGAR and its commitment to the

Global South.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE: Rural Development Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan will chair the National Rural Development
Conference 2026 to be held on 28th and 29th of this month in New Delhi.
The two-day conference will bring together Rural Development Ministers,
senior government officials and experts from all States and Union
Territories to deliberate on holistic rural development, review key flagship
programmes and formulate the future roadmap for rural India. Under the
leadership of Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, this will be the first
large-scale National Rural Development Conference of its kind. It will bring
the Centre and the States together to evolve a shared strategy for the
development of villages. The discussions will focus on the effective
implementation of the VB-G RAM G Act, strengthening planning processes
at the Gram Panchayat level and ensuring efficient utilisation of resources.

SHAH LAUNCH -BHARAT TAX: Union Home and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah will launch India’s first cooperative based taxi service,
Bharat Taxi, in Gujarat at the Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar today. Mr
Shah who is on a three day visit to Gujarat is also scheduled to launch
several key initiatives and chair review meetings. Our correspondent
reports that along with Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, Deputy Chief
Minister Harsh Sanghavi, representatives from cooperative sector and more
than 4,000 drivers will participate in the programme. During the event, top-
performing drivers will be presented with platform share certificates. ____
Developed by Sahkar Taxi Cooperative Limited with the support of
eight major cooperative institutions including Amul, IFFCO, and
NABARD, Bharat Taxi operates on a zero-commission model to
pass the maximum financial benefits directly to drivers. Since its
soft launch in December last year, the platform has registered

over 1.5 lakh drivers and seven lakh customers in Gujarat alone,
completing more than 3,500 rides daily.




FUR. REV. GOYAL-CETA: Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush
Goyal today announced the deployment of one thousand advisory
personnel across the country and the upgradation of the trade portal to
help businesses maximise the benefits of the India-UK Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA). Addressing the 10th Annual UK-
India Week in London today, Mr Goyal said that the India-UK partnership
has expanded beyond traditional trade to encompass strategic sectors such
as technology, sovereign Al, critical minerals, defence and clean energy.
Highlighting the benefits of the agreement for Indian professionals, the
Minister said that it provides a five-year exemption from social security
contributions for eligible Indian professionals working in the United
Kingdom. He added that CETA enables Indian professionals to redirect
these savings into interest-bearing, tax-free provident fund accounts in
India. Mr Goyal said that India today represents trust, talent, inclusive
growth and a stable environment, adding that the country offers immense
opportunities for global partnerships and co-creation. He also underlined
the role of Indian enterprises in contributing towards the country's long-
term economic growth aspirations. The Minister said that India moved from
the Fragile Five to being recognised as the world’s biggest opportunity
under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He said that India-
UK CETA is focused on bringing the best of both countries to each other.
BYTE- PIYUSH GOYAL

JAISHANKAR - IFS OFFICERS: External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar
today met officers of Indian Foreign Service 2010 batch undergoing Mid-
Career Training Program-II in Delhi. In a social media post, Dr Jaishankar
said he underscored the importance of preparing a foreign policy for Viksit
Bharat. He further stated that as the IFS officers assume greater
responsibilities in service, their experience, capabilities and judgements
become all the more important.

J&K BOOSTS YATRA SECURITY: In Jammu and Kashmir security forces
intensified preparations for the annual Amarnath Yatra by conducting
extensive patrolling, area domination exercises and cordon-and-search
operations across Jammu district ahead of the pilgrimage beginning on July
3. Akashvani Jammu Correspondent reports that Police, along with the
CISF and BSF, carried out long-range patrolling in the Arnia border belt,



covering Rathana, Salehar, Chak Jagtoo and adjoining areas to strengthen
border surveillance and deter anti-social activities.

In Venezuela, death toll in two powerful earthquakes has risen to 920. Nearly three
thousand three hundred people have been injured. Rescuers are searching through
rubble in a rush to save lives after earthquakes struck near the capital. The first 7.2-
magnitude quake was followed seconds later by an even stronger 7.5-magnitude one,
both occurring close to the surface, making destruction more severe.

EVE OPERATION AMISTAD: India today launched Operation Amistad in
response to devastating earthquakes in Venezuela that caused extensive
loss of life, injuries and widespread destruction. Operation Amistad is a
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief mission in a gesture of
solidarity with the people of Venezuela.

IMD-WEATHER: The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said
that conditions are favourable for further advance of southwest monsoon
into more parts of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand during the next three to four days.
According to IMD, northeast India, Sub-Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim
will experience heavy to very heavy rainfall during the week.

CRICKET T20: In Men's Cricket, Ireland defeated India by 34 runs in the
first T20 International of the two-match series in Belfast last night. This is
Ireland's first victory over India in any format. The second and final T20
International of the series will be played on tomorrow

FIFA WORLD CUP: In FIFA World Cup 2026, France defeated Norway 4-1
in Massachusetts, US while Senegal beat Iraq 5-0 in Toronto in the final

round of Group I games. In another Group I match, Senegal defeated Iraq
5-0..

In the FIH Men's Pro League Hockey, India thrashed Pakistan 7-1 at the Lee Valley
Hockey and Tennis Centre in London.






