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NSD
PM-G7
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will arrive in Evian, France today on a two-day
visit to participate in the G7 Summit, in the third leg of his two-nation visit. Upon
arrival, French President Emmanuel Macron will formally welcome the Prime
Minister. Mr Modi will then participate in a working session of the summit on the
theme, “Forging New Partnerships and Rebuilding International Solidarity,” along
with leaders of G7 countries, partner countries, and representatives of the World
Bank and the African Development Bank. On the sidelines of the meeting, the Prime
Minister is also scheduled to hold bilateral meetings with Prime Minister of Canada
Mark Carney, Prime Minister of United Kingdom Kier Starmer and UAE President
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. Later, he will attend a gala dinner hosted by
French President Emmanuel Macron.

SJ] :: JAIRA] MP-II 16.06.2026
MEA SECRETARY - SLOVAKIA

Secretary (West), Ministry of External Affairs Sibi George said that the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Slovakia is an important milestone in India’s
partnership with Slovakia. Addressing the media at Slovakian capital Bratislava, He
said that the MOUs signed during Prime Minister’s visit will enhance cooperation in
sectors like defence production, exchange of expertise, trade and investment and
many other areas. He also pointed out that India and Slovakia agreed to have a
joint working group on cooperation in counter terrorism and a consular dialogue



between two countries. He added that Slovakia reiterated the support for India’s
permanent membership in the UN Security Council.

SMITHY M PALLURUTHY/BRATISLAVA/SLOVAK REPUBLIC/MAIL/0738
HRS.

BS DP-I 16.06.2026

OM BIRLA-YOUTH PARLIAMENT (EARLY)

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has emphasized the importance of greater
public participation in democracy. Interacting with participants of the Viksit Bharat
Youth Parliament 2026 in New Delhi, Mr Birla said that despite being the world's
largest population with diverse cultures and varied geographical conditions, the
country has emerged as the world's largest democracy after Independence, with
increasing public participation. He said democracy has remained an integral part of
country's work culture and thought process. The Lok Sabha Speaker said that
active and inclusive participation in democracy is essential for shaping the nation's
future and achieving the goal of a developed India.

<><><>PRIYA/ANAND/1008 HRS

SJ MP-1 16.06.2026
IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall today in
parts of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Bihar, Kerala and Mahe,
Sub-Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal. Places
over Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Chhattisgarh,
Interior Karnataka, Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh are expected to witness
thunderstorms, lightning and gusty winds today. Similar weather conditions are
also likely to prevail today over Jharkhand, Konkan and Goa, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Telangana, West
Bengal and Sikkim. According to the Met Department, thunder squalls are expected
in West Rajasthan today. Meanwhile, heatwave conditions are likely to persist
during the day over parts of Telangana and Vidarbha. According to the weather
agency, hot and humid weather is expected today in parts of Goa, Madhya
Maharashtra, Marathwada and Odisha.

PRIYA/0706HRS

S] MP-I1 16.06.2026
SWAMI VIVEKNANDA STATUE
A life-size statue of Swami Vivekananda was unveiled at the Consulate



General of India in Chicago by India's Ambassador to the US Vinay Mohan Kwatra.
In a social media post, Mr. Kwatra said, he is proud to unveil a statue of Swami
Vivekananda whose timeless message of service and universal harmony lives on in
all of us. Vivekananda, a prominent philosopher-thinker who spread the teachings
of Vedanta and Yoga across the world, is best known in the US for his landmark
speech at the World’s Parliament of Religions held in Chicago in 1893. In April this
year, the first-ever life-size bronze statue of Swami Vivekananda was unveiled in
Seattle, in Washington state. The monument was the first installation of Swami
Vivekananda to be hosted by a city government anywhere in the US.
<<>>KAUMUDEE/PTI/0740 HRS

S) MP-II 16.06.2026
LNG CARRIER- DISHA- HORMUZ

A Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) carrier, Disha, safely transited through the
Strait of Hormuz. It is the first Indian LNG tanker to cross the war-hit narrow
shipping lane since the war in the Middle East broke out. The LNG carrier carrying
62 thousand 370 metric tons of LNG and managed by a Shipping Corporation of
India-led consortium and chartered by Petronet LNG Ltd, is also one of the first
commercial vessels to transit the Strait since the announcement of a preliminary
ceasefire deal between the United States and Iran.

Director in the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Upesh Kumar
Sharma, said the vessel is expected to arrive at Dahej in Gujarat on 18th of this
month. Mr. Sharma said 15 vessels, comprising 10 Indian-flagged ships and 5
foreign-flagged vessels, have safely crossed the strategic waterway so far. Mr.
Sharma further informed, the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, through
the Directorate General of Shipping, remains in continuous coordination with the
Ministry of External Affairs, Indian missions abroad, shipping companies and other
stakeholders to ensure the safety of Indian seafarers and vessels operating in the
region.

The strategic waterway was effectively closed after the United States and
Israel launched military strikes on Iran on 28th of February, triggering retaliatory
action from Tehran and disrupting regional shipping.

<<>>KAUMUDEE/PTI/0718 HRS
BS DP-1I 16.06.2026
UNSC- REFORMS

India has cautioned that efforts to reform the United Nations Security Council
could fail if the expansion is limited to only non-permanent category of
membership. India’s Permanent Representative to the UN, Ambassador Harish
Parvathaneni made these remarks while addressing the Inter-Governmental
Negotiations meeting on Security Council reforms. Mr. Parvathaneni said, UNSC



reform would be grossly inadequate, bordering on failure, if expansion is limited
only to the non-permanent category as it would fundamentally not change the
decision making power-structure of the permanent five members.

(S/B- HARISH PARVATHANENTI)

Mr. Parvathaneni stressed that by advocating expansion of the permanent
category, India’s consistent effort has been to bring in a greater sense of balance
and equity in the Security Council, and change the decision making parameters of
the five veto-wielding permanent members - China, France, Russia, UK and the US.
India also underscored the need for text-based negotiations to ensure that
discussions are more purposeful and outcome-oriented.

<><><>SANYUKTA/ANI/PTI/1031 HRS
BS DP-I 16.06.2026
NTA NEET-ADMIT

National Testing Agency has said that more than 10 lakh candidates have
downloaded their admit cards for the upcoming NEET UG re-examination 2026
within 24 hours of the launch of the admit card download facility. The agency said
that its teams are continuously monitoring the load on the servers to ensure
smooth access for all candidates. The agency has also ensured that all candidates
will get their admit cards well in time for the examination.

<><><>SHIVANG/PRIYA/1023 HRS

BS DP-I 16.06.2026
NTA-TELEGRAM BAN

Ahead of the re-examination of National Entrance Cum Eligibility Test (NEET)
UG 2026 which is scheduled for 21% June, the government has restricted online
messaging and social media app telegram till 22" of this month. The National
Testing Agency (NTA) has welcomed the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology’s (MEITY) directions for restricting Telegram access in India for a
defined and limited period. In a statement, NTA said that the restriction will cover
the day of the NEET (UG) 2026 re-examination and its immediate aftermath. The
agency added that the platform has also been directed to disable the
message-editing feature for already-posted messages until 30th of this month.
According to the Agency, this step will address a feature that has allegedly been
misused to fabricate post-facto claims of question paper leaks in national
examinations. The NTA said both measures have been taken in the interest of
public order and in response to the organised use of the platform by cheating
rackets to defraud candidates appearing for the re-examination. NTA has
expressed gratitude to the MEITY for the timely action and said the measures will



help ensure the safe and secure conduct of the examination in the interest of
students.

SAKLEN/SHIVANG/1056 HRS

BS DP-11 16.06.2026
DAY FIFA WORLD CUP

In the FIFA World Cup 2026, Cape Verde displayed an extraordinary
performance to secure a 0-0 draw with global heavyweights Spain. Cape Verde's 40
years old goalkeeper Vozinha delivered a heroic performance by saving several
goals from the opponent side.

Meanwhile, Iran and New Zealand in their Group G opener match ended in a
2-2 draw this morning. The match was a rollercoaster thriller held at Los Angeles
Stadium in California. New Zealand took the lead twice through a brace from Elijah
Just, but Iran showcased phenomenal resilience to fight back and equalize on both
occasions.

In another match, Belgium and Egypt drew 1-1 in their Group G opening
match at Seattle Stadium. Egypt came close to securing its first-ever World Cup
victory but were denied by a quick response from Belgium's substitutes. Egypt's
Emam Ashour earns the superior player of the match trophy.

Saudi Arabia and Uruguay also drew 1-1 in their opening match of Group H
in Miami Stadium in US this morning. Abdulelah Al-Amri scored on a rebound in the
41st minute for Saudi Arabia, and Uruguay’s Maxi Aradjo responded with an
equalizer in the 80th minutes.

<<>>KAUMUDEE/NET/0955 HRS

A B-52 BOMBER CRASHED

A B-52 bomber crashed shortly after takeoff at a US Air Force base in Southern
California's Mojave Desert last night, killing all eight people aboard. Aerial footage
showed a plume of black smoke rising from the desert near the runway on the
base. It is not immediately clear what caused the crash.



