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DAY. AKASHVANI-MARATHON
Akashvani organized a marathon in the national capital today as part of
the celebrations marking 90 years of its distinguished service to the nation.
The nearly 3.5-km marathon began from Akashvani Bhavan and passed
through Krishi Bhavan, Rail Bhavan, and the RBI Building before concluding
at Akashvani Bhawan. Employees of Akashvani, Doordarshan, and Prasar
Bharati-along with their family members participated in the Marathon. All
participants were awarded a finisher medal, while trophies were presented to
the top three finishers in both male and female categories. Our
correspondent reports that Prasar Bharati CEO Gaurav Dwivedi and Director
General of Akashvani Rajeev Kumar Jain flagged off the run.
(V/C- AMAN- ENG-HIN)
Similar marathon and walkathon events are being organized
across Akashvani’s extensive nationwide network, ensuring

widespread public engagement and outreach during the 90-year
celebrations. On the occasion, Prasar Bharti CEO Gaurav Dwivedi

said that the marathon will take the message of the fitness
movement to the people.

Byte- Gaurav Dwivedi




Director General of Akashvani Rajeev Kumar Jain said that a

series of events will be organised this month at 232 Akashvani
Kendras across the country. He said that the celebration marks the
contribution of Akashvani as a public broadcaster in serving the

country.

Byte- Rajeev Kumar Jain

The event aims to promote the message of fitness, public
participation, and national unity, in line with the government's

vision _of a healthy and active India. The initiative reflects
Akashvani’s continued commitment to connecting with citizens

and promoting socially relevant causes beyond broadcasting.

Akashvani was established in 1936 and continues to be one of

the country’s most trusted broadcasting platforms. In an age
dominated by the digital world, Akashvani continues to hold a
special place in people’s lives, blending nostalgia with relevance. It
broadcasts news, music, and public service programmes in various
languages. Through this Marathon, Akashvani not only celebrates

its glorious history but also promotes the messages of fitness,
unity, and public outreach. Aman Yadav, Akashvani News, Delhi

<><>AMAN/1233 HRS
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EVE WB- AMIT SHAH

In West Bengal, Senior BIP leader Suvendu Adhikari elected the leader
of the BJP legislature party in West Bengal today, paving the way for him to
become the first BJP chief minister of the state. BIP sources said Adhikari's
name was proposed at the legislature party meeting here and formally
announced by Union Home Minister Amit Shah in the presence of newly
elected BJP MLAs and senior party leaders. The swearing-in ceremony of the
new BJP government will be held at the Brigade Parade Ground in Kolkata
tomorrow.

<<<>>> PTI/1658
SHIVRAJ- REVIEW MEET

Union Minister for Rural Development, Shivraj Singh Chouhan today
chaired a review meeting of the Department of Land Resources in New Delhi.
Reviewing the status of Digital India Land Records Modernization Programme



3.0., Mr Chouhan said that that the modernization efforts should ensure
convenience for citizens as well as revenue officials, by making land-related
services transparent, efficient and hassle-free. He noted that the proposed
Land Stack initiative would facilitate immediate and accurate valuation of
land parcels, thereby helping banks streamline loan approval processes.
During the meeting he also reviewed the progress of the Watershed
Development Component under the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
2.0. . Reviewing the status, the Minister stressed on the importance of
integrated digital monitoring through combined use of Management
information systems and Geographic Information based systems.

RAJNATH SINGH-TMR

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that the empowerment and
security of the country is not limited to the protection of borders, but is
connected to the security of society, environment, and citizens. Addressing
an event on 10 years of Tiranga Mountain Rescue (TMR) with Indian Army in
New Delhi, the Minister underlined that an empowered India is one where
borders are secure, communities are confident, and the protection of every
life is ensured in times of disaster. Mr Singh added that in remote and
sensitive regions like the Himalayas, Tiranga Mountain Rescue is not limited
to rescue operations alone, but is a strong pillar of support for the country’s
armed forces, trust of local communities, and national resilience. He said that
TMR has not only played a supportive role but has strengthened its place as
a force multiplier and is recognized as one of the prominent avalanche
rescuers in the country. The Defence Minister further asserted that TMR has
brought world-class training and practical knowledge to the ground in the
field of high-altitude rescue.

S/B- RAJNATH SINGH

NEELAM DP-I 08.05.2026
NADDA - HEALTHCARE TRAINING

Union Health Minister J P Nadda has launched Integrated Training for
Primary Healthcare Teams to strengthen frontline healthcare delivery. It will
transform India’s frontline health workforce into confident providers of
comprehensive, people-centred care at the last mile. The Integrated Training
for Primary Healthcare Teams marks a decisive shift from fragmented
capacity building to a single, structured, and competency-driven framework.



In recent years, there has been a strong focus on Comprehensive
Primary Health Care and community engagement, reflecting the country’s
belief that healthcare must be equitable and accessible close to where people
live. The Ministry said, a well-trained and confident primary healthcare
workforce is essential to improving the quality of care, reducing the burden
on higher-level facilities, and strengthening public trust in the health system.
The Integrated Training Modules will enable primary healthcare teams to
deliver holistic, people-centred care while strengthening trust between
communities and the health system. The Ministry said, this is not merely a
training reform, but it is a strategic investment in the future of public health
in India

<><>DIPENDRA/1234
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GUJ-INDIA AIRCRAFT

Union Minister for Civil Aviation, Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu, today
asserted that India is rapidly transforming from being the world’s
fastest-growing aviation market into a major global destination for aircraft
leasing and financing. Delivering the keynote address at the India Aircraft
Leasing and Financing Summit 2.0 at GIFT City, in Gandhinagar today, the
Minister stated that Gujarat serves as India’s window to the world, leading
the charge in bringing aviation financing home with GIFT city becoming a
global centre for aircraft leasing and financing.

(Byte: Ram Mohan Naidu)

Highlighting the sector's exponential growth, Mr. Naidu noted that
India has emerged as the third-largest domestic aviation market globally,
with domestic passenger traffic in 2026 alone reaching 191 million. He
projected that the current commercial fleet of 1,100 aircraft is expected to
triple by 2035. The Minister emphasized that the government's focus is not
just on fleet expansion, but on creating an ecosystem that competes with and
leads the global industry. He urged the stakeholders to view aircraft as
long-term financial infrastructure asset, essential for achieving the vision of
'Viksit Bharat.'

(Byte Ram Mohan Naidu)

The Minister also announced that seaplane operations will soon begin
in Lakshadweep to strengthen regional connectivity. Several MoUs were
signed and key announcements were made by major aviation players to
boost leasing activities at GIFT City.
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YUVA SANGAM - EDUCATION

Union Education Ministry is organising Yuva Sangam Phase -6 under
the Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat initiative, aimed at strengthening
people-to-people connect and promoting cultural integration among youth
from different States and Union Territories. Under the programme, youth
participants from various parts of the country is visiting partner States and
UTs to experience different facets of life, development, culture, heritage,
education, tourism, innovation, and best practices. The Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat programme has been conceptualised by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to enhance interaction and mutual understanding between people of
different States and UTs. Yuva Sangam is an ongoing education cum cultural
exchange that celebrates diversity at its core wherein participants gain an
immersive experience of various aspects of life. In its previous phases, Yuva
Sangam has witnessed an overwhelming response and widespread
participation from across the country. Since its inception, more than six
thousand youths and coordinators, representing the cross-section of the
country, have participated in more than 130 exposure tours.

<><>DIPENDRA/1343

NEELAM DP-1 08.05.2026
SHIVRAJ - BIHAR LITCHI

Union Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has taken swift and proactive steps to address the crop damage caused by
the litchi stink bug in Bihar. Mr Chouhan directed to constitute a special
expert task force that will visit the affected areas and submit a report along
with recommendations for remedial measures. The issue was raised before
the Minister during a farmer interaction programme organised at the Central
Institute for Subtropical Horticulture, Lucknow.

The expert task force has been constituted with scientists, officials and
specialists from various institutions. The Director of the National Research
Centre on Litchi, Muzaffarpur, has been appointed as the chairperson of the
panel. The task force will also recommend necessary advisories and
extension activities for farmers, besides suggesting interventions required at
both the state and central levels. The team has been asked to submit its
report to Union Agriculture Minister within one week so that necessary



action can be taken in a timely manner.
<><><>DIPENDRA/1402
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REV TN-STALEMATE
In the formation of a new Government in Tamilnadu, TVK, the single
largest party, has sought support from the CPI, CPM, and the VCK. Congress
has already lent support with 5 MLAs. After much discussion today, the CPI
and CPM, both having two MLAs each, has offered unconditional
support to TVK to form the Government. Our correspondent reports VCK is
likely to announce its decision after the meeting this evening or tomorrow.
In another political development, the State BIJP President Nainar
Nagendran has clearly said that the Party gracefully accepted the election
results. Interacting with the media, he said that the BJP does not wish to align
with TVK in any way.
<><> Joy/Chennai/ MAIL/ 1752
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REV SOMNATH AMRIT PARV

Somnath Amrit Parv will be celebrated to mark the 75th anniversary of
the reconstruction of Somnath Temple. The Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will participate in the Somnath Amrit Parv on the 11th of this month at
Prabhas Patan, Somnath. Speaking to the media, State cabinet Minister Jitu
Bhai Vaghani said as part of the Somnath Swabhiman Parv, various events
will be organised at Somnath showcasing India’s rich cultural and heritage
traditions. He said on 11th May, the Prime Minister will lead a
one-kilometre-long mega roadshow from the Triveni Helipad to the statue of
Veer Hamirji Gohil. The roadshow will feature cultural performances by
various artists, including traditional dances representing the diverse cultures
of different Indian states.

During his visit, Mr. Modi will perform the 'Kumbhabhishek,' 'Dhvaj
Puja,' and 'Maha Puja' at the Somnath temple. A spectacular air show by the
Surya Kiran team and a shower of flower petals by helicopters over the
temple will be the major highlights of the event. Following the spiritual
ceremonies, the Prime Minister is scheduled to address a large public
gathering at Sadbhavana Ground. Despite repeated destructive attacks, the



Somnath Temple continues to stand as a symbol of self-respect and courage.
75 years ago, on 11th May, the reconstructed temple was inaugurated by
India's first President, Dr Rajendra Prasad.

<><>Aparna Khunt, Ahmedabad, MAIL, 1759



