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MORN PM-ROZGAR MELA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will distribute more than 51 thousand
appointment letters to newly recruited youth in various government
departments and organisations at the 19th Rozgar Mela through video
conferencing today. Mr Modi will also address the gathering on the
occasion. Our correspondent reports that the Rozgar Mela is a key initiative
reflecting the Prime Minister’'s commitment to giving top priority to
employment generation and turning this vision into reality.

(v/C-
DIPENDRA/ANAND)

Rozgar Mela is a step towards fulfillment of the Prime
Minister’s commitment to accord highest priority to employment
generation. The Rozgar Mela is playing a significant role in
providing meaningful opportunities to the youth for their
empowerment and participation in nation building. Since its
inception, around 12 lakh recruitment letters have been issued
through 18 Rozgar Melas organised across the country. The 19th
Rozgar Mela will be held at 47 locations across the country. The
newly recruited candidates, selected from across the country, will
be joining various Ministries and Departments including Ministries
of Railways, Home Affairs, Health and Family Welfare and

Department of Higher Education among others With Dipendra
Kumar, Anand Kumar, Akashvani News Delhi. <><><>
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PREZ - CYPRUS PREZ

President Droupadi Murmu received Cyprus President Nikos
Christodoulides at Rashtrapati Bhavan today. She also hosted a banquet in
his honour. Welcoming President Nikos Christodoulides and his delegation
to India, President Murmu said, India and Cyprus share close relations
based on trust and goodwill. She said bilateral relations have been elevated
to the level of a Strategic Partnership, which reflects the growing maturity,
depth and mutual trust in the India-Cyprus relationship.

President Murmu was happy to note that India-Cyprus relations are
entering a new phase, with expanding cooperation in priority sectors such
as defence and security, technology, financial services, connectivity, and
maritime cooperation. She added that Cyprus continues to be among the
major sources of Foreign Direct Investment in India. Companies from
Cyprus are showing increasing interest in expanding trade and investment
ties with India. India’s vast market, digital transformation, infrastructure,
and manufacturing capabilities provide immense opportunities for Cypriot
companies and investors.

President Murmu said, technology and innovation have emerged as
some of the most forward-looking areas of the India-Cyprus relationship.
She underlined that there is tremendous potential for cooperation in new
sectors such as semiconductors, renewable energy, green energy, space,
sustainable development and Artificial Intelligence.

President Murmu added that during its Presidency of the European
Union Council, Cyprus can play an important role in further expanding
economic cooperation between India and Europe, particularly after the
conclusion of the India-EU Free Trade Agreement. She appreciated Cyprus’
support on important issues such as cross-border terrorism and reform of
multilateral institutions. She reiterated India’s unwavering support for the
sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of Cyprus.

<><>Suparna/2212 hrs
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RUBIO-INDIA VISIT

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio will arrive in Kolkata today on a
four-day visit to India. This will be his maiden visit to India. During his stay
in Kolkata, Mr Rubio is expected to pay respects at Mother Teresa’s
cemetery. He is also likely to visit the Victoria Memorial.

Later, the US Secretary of State will arrive in New Delhi and call on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Tomorrow, Mr Rubio will hold talks with External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar in National Capital. He will also attend the US Embassy’s
Independence Day celebrations.

On Monday, Mr Rubio is scheduled to visit Agra and Jaipur before
returning to New Delhi to attend the Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting on
Tuesday hosted by India. Besides the US Secretary of State, Australian
Foreign Minister Penny Wong and Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu
Motegi will also participate in the meeting at the invitation of Dr S.
Jaishankar.

The External Affairs Ministry said the meeting, in line with the Quad’s
vision for a free and open Indo-Pacific, will review progress on ongoing
initiatives and discuss regional and global issues of mutual interest.

Talking to media in Miami prior to his departure for India, Mr Rubio
described India as a great ally and partner, saying there is a lot to work on
together. <><><>

CB/KALYAN LAHA/KOLKATA/BAIG/PTI/ANI/0431
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INDIA-CYPRUS JOINT STATEMENT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Cyprus President Nikos
Christodoulides have called for strengthening multilateral efforts to combat
terrorism and for the early finalisation and adoption of the Comprehensive
Convention on International Terrorism within the UN framework.

In a joint statement issued after talks between the two leaders in
New Delhi yesterday, both sides urged strong and coordinated action
against all UN and EU-designated terrorists and terrorist organisations,
including those listed under the 1267 UN Security Council Sanctions
Committee.

The two leaders stressed the need for greater cooperation to counter



violent extremism, radicalisation, terrorism financing and money
laundering. They also called for preventing the misuse of hew and
emerging technologies for terrorist activities and tackling terrorist
recruitment.

India and Cyprus also called for the elimination of terrorist safe
havens and infrastructure, dismantling terrorist networks, and
strengthening efforts to curb terror financing through the United Nations
and the Financial Action Task Force.

Reiterating their zero-tolerance approach to terrorism, the leaders
rejected double standards, state-sponsored terrorism and any justification
for terrorist acts under any circumstances. They welcomed the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding for the establishment of a Joint Working
Group on Counter-Terrorism to enhance bilateral cooperation through
information sharing, knowledge exchange and capacity building.

The two sides also agreed to deepen defence and security
cooperation, including collaboration between their defence industries, with
special focus on cybersecurity and emerging technologies. In this context,
they welcomed the signing of an MoU between the Cyprus Defence and
Space Industries Cluster and the Society of Indian Defence Manufacturers.

Welcoming the India-Cyprus Bilateral Defence Cooperation
Programme signed in February this year, the leaders highlighted the strong
potential for cooperation in the defence sector. They also welcomed the
conclusion of the Roadmap for Bilateral Defence Cooperation between the
Defence Ministries of the two countries for the period 2026 to 2031.

As maritime nations with deep-rooted naval traditions, India and
Cyprus also agreed to expand cooperation in the maritime domain.
<><><>

CB/SUPARNA/0440 HRS
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TELECOM-BRICS ICT MEET

The Department of Telecommunications held the second meeting of
the BRICS Working Group on Cooperation in Information and
Communication Technologies under India’s 2026 BRICS Presidency. The
virtual meeting reflected the shared commitment of BRICS nations to



strengthening cooperation in digital technologies, future networks,
innovation, Digital Public Infrastructure, and capacity building for inclusive
and sustainable growth.

Senior officials and representatives from BRICS member countries
discussed ways to deepen cooperation in the ICT sector. According to the
Ministry of Communications, the talks focused on bridging the digital
divide, promoting innovation-driven growth, enhancing digital resilience,
and ensuring affordable and meaningful connectivity across emerging
economies.

The meeting was held under the theme of India’s BRICS Presidency —
“Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability.:

A major highlight of the meeting was India’s presentation of a
concept note on BRICS Capacity Building Centres under the BRICS ICT
Track. The initiative aims to promote skilling, knowledge-sharing, technical
training, research cooperation, and capacity development in emerging
digital and telecom technologies among BRICS nations. <><><>

CB/ANAND/RISHU/0502 HRS
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SHAH-ITBP WOMEN TEAM

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has congratulated the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) first-ever all-women mountaineering expedition team for
unfurling the national flag atop Mount Everest.In a social media post, Mr
Shah said. by achieving this remarkable feat in extreme terrain and harsh
climatic conditions, the team has upheld the ITBP’s motto of “Nation Before
Self.” <><><>

CB/ANAND/RISHU/0506 HRS
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GOVT-DIESEL

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has said that India has
adequate availability of petrol and diesel, and supplies across the country remain
stable. In a social media post, the Ministry advised citizens to avoid panic buying
and to purchase fuel only as per actual requirement. It said any temporary



pressure at a few retail outlets is being addressed through continuous supply
monitoring and coordinated distribution by Oil Marketing Companies. The
Ministry further stated that responsible consumption and public cooperation will
help ensure smooth fuel availability for all during the ongoing high-demand
period.<><><>

CB/SUPARNA/0504
SWATI MP-I 23.05.26

CHOUHAN-MEETING

Union Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has said that the benefits of government schemes must reach citizens in a
simple, seamless and timely manner. He made the remarks yesterday during a
high-level review meeting with senior officials from the Ministries of Agriculture
and Rural Development in New Delhi.

The Minister directed all concerned departments and institutions, including
Agriculture, Rural Development and Land Resources, to strengthen grievance
redressal systems and make them more effective, accountable and responsive.

Mr Chouhan also instructed the formation of dedicated teams of at least 10
officers each in the Ministries of Agriculture and Rural Development to review
complaints, public grievances, representations from elected representatives,
citizen letters and issues raised on various portals on a daily basis. He stressed
the need to simplify procedures and remove outdated and irrelevant regulations.

The meeting also focused on the use of Artificial Intelligence and
technology in governance. Mr Chouhan said Al, digital platforms, data sharing,
data-driven decision-making, monitoring systems and inter-departmental
coordination should be strengthened across the agriculture, rural development,
land resources and ICAR sectors. He said digital governance can significantly
improve transparency and efficiency.

The Minister further emphasised that reforms already implemented should
be widely publicised in the spirit of a "Reform Utsav.” <><><>

CB/RISHU/ANAND/0516 HRS
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CBI-NEET PAPER LEAK PROBE

Central Bureau of Investigation has arrested another woman from
Pune in connection with the NEET examination paper leak case. The
accused has been identified as Manisha Hawaldar, who had been
appointed as an expert by the National Testing Agency,NTA.

So far, 11 accused have been arrested from Delhi, Jaipur, Gurugram,



Nashik, Pune, Latur, and Ahilyanagar in connection with the case. The CBI
has conducted raids at several locations across the country and seized
documents related to the crime, along with laptops, bank account details,
and mobile phones.

Meanwhile, the CBI questioned two more doctors from Latur in the
same case. It suspects that the two allegedly purchased the leaked
question paper for their children through P. V. Kulkarni. Officials said, the
names of more parents, students, and middlemen are likely to emerge
during the investigation. The CBI probe is progressing rapidly in Latur and
several other parts of Maharashtra.

<><><>MADHAV JAYBHAYE/PUNE/MAIL/2341 HRS
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MORN IPL-RESULTS
In IPL cricket, Sunrisers Hyderabad defeated Royal Challengers
Bengaluru by 55 runs in Hyderabad last night. Batting first after winning
the toss, Sunrisers Hyderabad posted a massive 255 runs for the loss of 4
wickets in their stipulated 20 overs. Ishan Kishan was the top-scorer with
an unbeaten 79, while Abhishek Sharma made 56 and Heinrich Klaasen
contributed 51. For Bengaluru, Rasikh Salam picked up two wickets.
In reply, Royal Challengers Bengaluru could manage 200 runs for 4 in
their allotted 20 overs. Rajat Patidar was the top scorer with 56 runs. For
Hyderabad, Eshan Malinga claimed two wickets.
Ishan Kishan was  named Player =~ of the  Match.
Despite winning the match last night, Sunrisers Hyderabad remain in
third place on the points table. Royal Challengers Bengaluru continue to
hold the top spot because of their stronger overall record and superior
points tally. The victory has significantly boosted Sunrisers Hyderabad’s
hopes of qualifying for the playoffs, as they are now firmly in contention
for a top-four finish.

Today, Lucknow Super Giants will take on Punjab Kings in Lucknow
at 7:30 this evening. <><><>
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TULSI GABBARD-RESIGNATION

US Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard has announced her
resignation from the post. Ms Gabbard said she will step down from her
position effective 30th of June after her husband, Abraham Williams, was
diagnosed with an extremely rare form of bone cancer

In her resignation letter to US President Donald Trump, Ms Gabbard
said she was deeply grateful for the opportunity to lead the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence over the past one-and-a-half years.

In a statement posted on social media, President Trump praised Ms
Gabbard, saying she had done an incredible job and would be missed by
the administration. He also announced that Principal Deputy Director of
National Intelligence Aaron Lukas will serve as Acting Director of National
Intelligence following her departure.

A former 2020 presidential candidate, Ms Gabbard served as the
United States’ top intelligence official under the Trump administration.

CB/BAIG/IANS/PTI/NET/0456 HRS



