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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre
held restricted and delegation-level talks in Oslo. The two leaders agreed
to elevate India-Norway relations to a Green Strategic Partnership, marking
a significant milestone in enhancing cooperation in the fields of clean
energy, blue economy and green transition. During the talks, the leaders
reviewed the entire spectrum of bilateral relations and agreed to further
strengthen cooperation in areas including trade and investment, blue
economy, circular economy, renewable energy, education, science and
technology, artificial intelligence, space and the Arctic region. Both leaders
also noted the vast opportunities arising from the India-EFTA Trade and
Economic Partnership Agreement, particularly in trade, technology
collaboration and job creation.

Following the talks, the two leaders issued a joint press statement.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recalled that he was scheduled to visit
Norway last year, but the visit had to be postponed due to the terrorist
attack in Pahalgam. He thanked Norway for standing firmly with India
against terrorism during that difficult period and described it as a reflection
of true friendship.

Prime Minister Modi said the India-EFTA Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement, which came into effect last year, serves as a
blueprint for shared progress and prosperity between India and Norway.
The Prime Minister also welcomed Norway’s decision to join the Indo-
Pacific Oceans Initiative. He said that as two major maritime nations, India
and Norway will further strengthen cooperation in marine economy,
maritime security and capacity building. Mr Modi said that both India and
Norway believe in a rules-based international order, dialogue and
diplomacy. He noted that no issue can be resolved through military conflict
alone. Referring to the situations in Ukraine and West Asia, he said both
countries support all efforts aimed at early restoration of peace. Mr Modi
also emphasized that reform of global institutions is essential to address
emerging global challenges. He said India and Norway share a strong
commitment to eliminate terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.

The two Prime Ministers also exchanged views on regional and global
issues. Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre conveyed strong support for India’s
and the global fight against terrorism. The leaders also agreed to enhance
cooperation in multilateral fora.
<>>> MEA "X"/ 1749
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PM - ITALY VISIT (V/C)

On the last leg of his five-nation visit, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will arrive in Rome, Italy, on a two-day state visit tomorrow at the
invitation of his Italian counterpart, Ms Georgia Meloni.

Prime Minister Modi will have bilateral talks with Prime Minister
Meloni. He will also call on the President of Italy, Sergio Mattarella. Mr.
Modi is scheduled to hold talks with business leaders to further promote
trade and investment between the two countries. More from our
correspondent:

(V/C-SUPERNA BHATIA)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be in Italy on the 19th and
20th of this month. This visit is the final stop of a five-nation tour
which aims at enhancing India’s strategic partnership across
various sectors. Mr. Modi will hold delegation-level talks with the
Prime Minister of Italy with a focus on maritime security and
strong connectivity. Italy gives India access not just to Europe,
but also to the entire Mediterranean region. It is significant in
view of the supply chain partnership and the defence partnership.
This five-nation visit has been far more than diplomacy; it is about

securing India's future enerqgy routes, AI partnership,
semiconductor access, defence manufacturing and global

interests. -This is Superna Bhatia for Akashvani from Rome, Italy.
<>Superna Bhatia/Italy/MAIL/1751

SANJIO EP-I 18.05.2026
EVE RAJNATH- VISIT

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has reached Hanoi, Vietnam this
afternoon. He is on a two-nation visit to Vietnam and South Korea from
today. In a social media post, the Minister said that he is looking forward to
visiting the two Asian nations to further expand the scope of bilateral
engagement. He said, the focus will be on deepening strategic military
cooperation, strengthening defence industrial partnerships, boosting
maritime collaboration and promoting peace and stability in the Indo-
Pacific region.

During his visit to Vietnam, Rajnath Singh will hold bilateral talks with
the Minister of National Defence of Vietnam, General Phan Van Giang. Mr
Singh’s visit also coincides with the 136th birth anniversary of former
President of Vietnam Ho Chi Minh, on 19th May. In South Korea, the



Defence Minister will hold bilateral talks with the Minister of National
Defence of South Korea, Ahn Gyu-back. The Ministers will review defence
cooperation between the two countries and explore new initiatives to
further strengthen bilateral engagements. They will also exchange views on
regional and global issues of shared interest.

<><>DIPENDRA/1539

SANJIO EP-I 18.05.2026
JITENDRA - US DELEGATION

A high-level U.S. industry delegation today held discussions with
Science and Technology Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh, on emerging
opportunities for private investment and industry collaboration in India’s
Nuclear sector. The delegation Vvisits, brought together senior
representatives from the U.S. nuclear industry, business stakeholders and
officials associated with India-U.S. cooperation in civil nuclear energy and
advanced technologies.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Singh said that India and the United
States today share a strong and future-oriented partnership in science,
technology, clean energy and emerging sectors. He said, the launch of the
U.S.-India TRUST Initiative has opened new avenues for collaboration in
critical and emerging technologies. Referring to India’s long-term clean
energy goals under the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047, Dr. Singh said India
aims to increase its nuclear power capacity from the present 8.8 Giga Watt
to 100 Giga Watt by 2047. He said India’s rapidly growing nuclear energy
programme is creating major opportunities for global partnerships in
manufacturing, technology cooperation, supply chain integration and
advanced research.

<><>DIPENDRA/1632
SANJIO EP-I 18.05.2026
JOSHI-MNRE MEET

Union Minister for New and Renewable Energy Pralhad Joshi today
met officials of the Ministry, International Solar Alliance and key
stakeholders from the Renewable Energy ecosystem to discuss the
roadmap for advancing India’s Clean Energy transition. In a social media
post, Mr Joshi said that discussions were held regarding the Bharat
Renewable Energy Summit scheduled in November 2026. The Summit will
serve as a major global platform bringing together international investors,
industry leaders and policymakers to strengthen partnerships and



showcase India’s growing leadership in renewable energy and climate
action.
<><>DIPENDRA/RISHU/1731

SANJIO EP-I 18.05.2026
CBI - NEET CASE

CBI has arrested ten accused so far in NEET paper leak case from
Delhi, Jaipur, Gurugram, Nasik, Pune, Latur and Ahliyanagar. In the last 24
hours, CBI has also conducted searches at five locations at various places
and seized several incriminating documents, Laptops, and mobile phones.
The investigation conducted so far has brought out the actual source of the
leakage of Chemistry and Biology papers which were circulated before the
exam. Earlier, the examination conducted on the 3rd of this month was
cancelled following allegations of a paper leak.

The agency has arrested the owner of RCC Coaching Institute Prof
Shivaraj Motegaonkar in the NEET Paper leak case. He is running this
institute which gave coaching to the students for NEET UG examination. It
has nine branches with main branch at Latur. He is also close to P V
Kulkarni, Chemistry Lecturer, who is associated with National Testing
Agency.

<><>DIPENDRA/1730

SANJIO EP-1 18.05.2026
AYUSH ADVISORY-HEATWAVE

The Ministry of Ayush today issued a comprehensive Public Health
Advisory on Extreme Heat and Heatwave for the current summer season.
The advisory emphasizes adequate hydration, avoiding direct exposure to
sunlight during peak hours, use of light cotton clothing, and consumption
of seasonal fruits and fluids rich in electrolytes. It cautions citizens to
remain alert for danger signs of heat-related illnesses such as dizziness,
headache, nausea, altered mental status, high body temperature,
dehydration, seizures and fainting. Heatstroke has been identified as a
medical emergency requiring immediate medical attention. The advisory
recommends promptly calling emergency helplines 108 and 102 in severe
cases. The Ministry said, the advisory has been issued for the general
public, vulnerable groups, employers, workers, and participants in mass
gatherings and sports events to safeguard themselves against heat stress



and heat-related illnesses. It emphasizes that infants, children, pregnant
women, elderly persons, outdoor workers, and individuals suffering from
chronic illnesses such as heart disease and hypertension are particularly
vulnerable during heatwave conditions and require special care and
monitoring. Special precautions have been advised for workplaces, public
gatherings and outdoor activities, including provision of shaded rest areas,
regular hydration breaks, acclimatization measures for workers, and
awareness generation regarding symptoms of heat stress.

The advisory also incorporates traditional wellness and preventive
measures from various Ayush systems including Ayurveda, Siddha, Yoga,
Unani and Homoeopathy for combating heatwave conditions. It has
recommended cooling dietary practices, intake of hydrating beverages such
as buttermilk, coconut water and lemon-based drinks, and use of
traditional preparations including Nimbukaphala Panaka, Amra Prapanaka
and Chincha Panaka to help regulate body temperature during extreme
heat. It further encourages the public to include hydrating and cooling
traditional food items such as cucumber, watermelon, lime, musk melon,
ash gourd and tomatoes in their daily diet during the summer season.

<><>DIPENDRA/RISHU/1622
SANJIO EP II 18.05.26
EVE. IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Hosts Chennai Super Kings will take on Sunrisers
Hyderabad at MA Chidambaram Stadium. The match is scheduled to begin
at 7:30 PM.

In the latest standings, Sunrisers Hyderabad are currently placed
third with 14 points from 12 matches, having won seven matches so far
and remain firmly in the playoff race. Chennai Super Kings are fifth with 12
points from as many matches, having registered 6 wins this season and
remain in contention for a top-four finish.

Last night, Hosts Delhi Capitals kept their playoff hopes alive with a
thrilling five-wicket win over Rajasthan Royals. With this win, Delhi Capitals
moved up from eighth to seventh in the IPL 2026 points table.

In another match, Royal Challengers Bengaluru became the first



team to qualify for the playoffs beating Punjab Kings by 23 runs in
Dharamsala.
<><><> VIKAS/CB/NET/1629



