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REV. WB-AMIT SHAH: Union Home Minister Amit Shah will arrive in Kolkata
today. He is scheduled to attend a meeting with the newly elected BJP MLAs,
during which the party's legislative leader will be selected. The Governor of
West Bengal, R.N. Ravi, dissolved the Legislative Assembly of West
Bengal today. The new Chief Minister of the state and the Council of
Ministers will be sworn in on Saturday, May 9th-the birth anniversary

of Kabiquru Rabindranath Tagore. The legislative party leader of the

Bharatiya Janata Party will be selected today in a meeting in Kolkata,
which will be chaired by Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit

Shah. All _newly elected BIP MLAs will be present. Meanwhile,

preparations are underway for the swearing-in ceremony at the
Brigade Parade Ground in Kolkata. Necessary administrative meetings

are being held, and tight security arrangements are being put in place

for the occasion. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, senior BJP leaders, and Chief Ministers from other states

are expected to attend the oath taking ceremony.

President of Vietham To Lam has emphasised that India and Vietnam together
have a significant opportunity to play a pivotal role in the global supply chain in
today’s changing world order. Addressing the India-Vietham Business Forum in
Mumbai, Mr Lam highlighted that the current global scenario is indeed a
challenge but also an opportunity to elevate cooperation between India and
Vietnam to a new level. Speaking on the occasion, Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis asserted that entrepreneurs, investors, and professionals



from the technology and manufacturing sectors in countries like India and
Vietnam will shape the future of Asia.
<><><>

India and Vietnam have discussed to deepen cooperation in emerging
technologies, innovation, research and startup ecosystems. Minister of State for
Science and Technology Jitendra Singh held bilateral talks with his Viethamese
counterpart Dr Vu Hai Quan in New Delhin yesterday. During the discussions,
both sides exchanged views on cooperation in Artificial Intelligence missions,
cyber security frameworks, innovation ecosystems and technology transfer
initiatives. The meeting also reviewed ongoing academic and institutional
engagements between the two countries, including collaborations involving
research institutions, innovation hubs and technology incubation platforms.
Addressing the meeting, Dr Singh said that the comprehensive strategic
partnership between the two countries has gained new momentum over the last
decade. He said that around ten researchers from Vietham have availed
fellowships under the India-ASEAN Research and Training Fellowship
programme.

<><><>

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri took part in a trilateral meeting between
India, France, and United Arab Emirates in Abu Dhabi yesterday along with Reem
Al Hashimy, Minister of State and Special Envoy for India, and Martin Briens,
Secretary General of the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs of France. The
Ministry of External Affairs said, the three countries agreed to strengthen their
partnership and work on a roadmap with clear timelines. During the visit, Mr.
Misri also met Khaldoon Al Mubarak, Managing Director and Chief Executive
Officer, Mubadala Investment Company to discuss investment cooperation.

JOSHI-FOODGRAIN STOCK: Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution

Minister Pralhad Joshi has said, government foodgrain stocks have reached over
six hundred four lakh tones in the country, which is nearly three times higher
than the mandatory buffer requirement. In a social media post, the Minister said,
robust wheat and rice reserves are ensuring an uninterrupted supply for welfare
schemes and the Public Distribution System across the country. Mr Joshi said,
strong procurement, successful harvests and sustained support for farmers
continue to reinforce India’s commitment towards food security, farmer welfare
and a resilient future. He highlighted that India’s food security framework
continues to grow stronger under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

MINERAL BLOCKS- AUCTION: India’s Mineral sector has achieved a milestone



with the successful operationalization of 101 auctioned mineral blocks since the
introduction of the auction regime in 2015. The Ministry of Mines said, the
operationalization of blocks demonstrated its sustained focus not only on
auctioning mineral resources but also on ensuring their timely transition into
production. It added that these operationalized blocks are contributing
meaningfully towards enhancing domestic mineral production, strengthening raw
material security for core industries, reducing import dependence and supporting
overall economic growth. The Ministry commended all state governments for
their proactive efforts, policy support, and administrative efficiency in bringing
these auctioned blocks into operation. The successful operationalization of 101
auctioned blocks reflects the strengthening of India’s mining governance
framework and reaffirms the Government’s commitment to a transparent,
efficient, and sustainable mineral sector.

AKASHVANI-MARATHON: Akashvani will organize a marathon in the national

capital tomorrow to mark its 90th anniversary. The nearly 3.5-km marathon will
begin from Akashvani Bhavan and pass through Krishi Bhavan, Rail Bhavan, and
the RBI Building before concluding at Akashvani Bhawan. Employees of
Akashvani, Doordarshan, and Prasar Bharati-along with their family members-will
participate in the Marathon.  Akashvani was established in 1936 and continues
to be one of the country’s most trusted broadcasting platforms. It broadcasts
news, music, and public service programmes in various languages. Through this
Marathon, Akashvani will not only celebrate its glorious history but also promote
the messages of fitness, unity, and public outreach.

PIB FACT CHECK: The Government has debunked a digitally altered video

of External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal, wherein he is
seen stating that India lost four Rafale fighter jets during the conflict with
Pakistan. In a social media post, the Fact Check Unit of Press Information
Bureau clarified that the video is an Al-generated deepfake video and is
being circulated by Pakistani propaganda accounts to spread
misinformation. The government has urged citizens not to believe such
content and always verify these through official government sources.

<><><>
Saudi Arabia suspended US military access to its bases and airspace,
forcing President Donald Trump to abruptly abandon his plan to escort ships
through the Strait of Hormuz, two US officials have confirmed. The move marks



a significant setback for Washington's Gulf strategy, with a key regional ally
effectively blocking the operation known as Project Freedom before it could gain
traction. Mr Trump has shifted focus to diplomacy, describing recent talks with
Iran as very good and saying a permanent deal is very possible. Iran is now
reviewing a 14-point US proposal to end the war, with Tehran's foreign minister
Abbas Araghchi calling for dialogue and diplomacy. The proposed framework
would pause hostilities and open a 30-day window of final negotiations, even
though core issues including Iran's nuclear programme would be left for later
talks.
<><><>

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall
over Kerala, Mahe, South Interior Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and
Karaikal today and tomorrow. The Met Department said that thunderstorms
accompanied with lightning and gusty winds are very likely to prevail over Uttar
Pradesh, East Rajasthan, Coastal Karnataka and Rayalaseema today. Similar
conditions are also expected over Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and parts of North-east India.

<>L<><>

In IPL Cricket, Lucknow Super Giants defeated Royal Challengers
Bengaluru by 9 runs using DLS method in a rain hit match at Ekana Stadium in
Lucknow last night. Chasing 213 runs for victory, Royal Challengers Bengaluru
made 203 for 6 in 19 overs. Earlier, put into bat, Lucknow Super Giants scored
209 for 3 in 19 overs. Multiple rain interruptions reduced the match to a 19-over
a side affair, setting Bengaluru a DLS target of 213. Mitchell Marsh scored
dazzling 111 off 56 for Lucknow while Rajat Patidar contributed 61 off 31 for
Bengaluru. Mitchell Marsh was adjudged player of the match.

Today, Delhi Capitals will take on Kolkata Knight Riders at Arun Jaitley
Stadium in Delhi at 7:30 PM.



