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AKASHVANI PRABHAKAR :: KAVITA
NEWS SERVICES DIVISION
ENGLISH - 1805 HRS 24.05.2026

THIS IS AKASHVANI;
THE NEWS READ BY: NISHIT KUMAR.
(SIGNATURE TUNE)
<><><>

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar and US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
held wide-ranging discussions in New Delhi today. Both leaders reaffirmed the strength
of the India-US strategic partnership and outlined key areas of cooperation, including
trade, energy, mobility and regional security. Addressing a press conference following
delegation-level talks, Dr Jaishankar highlighted the need to conclude a trade
agreement at the earliest, welcomed the expansion in energy trade, and stressed that
diversified energy supplies are vital for India’s energy security.

(S/B JAISHANKAR-ENERGY TRADE - 20 SECS)

On the Iran conflict, Dr Jaishankar said, both India and the United States have a
strong interest in ensuring that global energy prices remain low and that there is
unimpeded commerce.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio strongly underscored the strategic dimension
of the partnership, describing India as one of the United States’ most important
partners in the world.

Mr. Rubio arrived in India yesterday on a four-day visit to participate in the Quad
Foreign Ministers' Meeting, which will be held on the 26th of this month.

<><><>

In West Bengal, Bharatiya Janata Party candidate Debangshu Panda has
registered a landslide victory in the repoll in Trinamool Congress Baston Falta Assembly
constituency. Mr. Panda won the seat by over one lakh nine thousand votes.

Communist Party of India (Marxist) candidate Shambhuanth Kurmi finished in
second place with over forty thousand six hundred votes. Congress candidate Abdur
Razzak Molla came third and Trinamool Congress candidate Jahangir Khan was pushed
to the fourth position with over seven thousand seven hundred votes.

Election Commission had ordered a repoll in Falta following allegations of large-
scale malpractice during the polling for the West Bengal Assembly elections. The
repolling was held on 21st of this month.

The BJP had won 207 seats in the recent assembly polls and formed its first
government in the state with Suvendu Adhikari as Chief Minister.

<><><>

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has given directions to depute a
team of professors and technical experts from Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
Madras and IIT, Kanpur to assist the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) in
ensuring a glitch-free re-evaluation process. This decision has been taken in view of the
developments and concerns raised by students and parents regarding the CBSE post-
result services portal. The Ministry of Education in a statement said that the expert
team from IITs will implement technological improvements of the systems and will



specifically examine portal stability and server performance. The team will also examine
the overall IT Infrastructure robustness and assist in taking corrective measures to
ensure that login authentication, user access systems, payment gateways are accurate
and in order.

<><><>

The Government has advised all Indian citizens to avoid non-essential travel to
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda, and South Sudan until further notice, in
view of the evolving Ebola Outbreak situation. It also directed Indian citizens currently
residing in or travelling to these countries to strictly follow public health guidance issued
by local authorities and maintain heightened precautions. Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare informed that India has not reported any case of Ebola Disease.

<><><>

President Droupadi Murmu will present Padma Awards for the year 2026 at a
Civil Investiture Ceremony tomorrow. On this occasion, we are broadcasting 16
programmes as part of our series, ‘People’s Padma on Akashvani’. In these episodes,
we provide listeners insights into the work and life of Padma awardees. These episodes
are being broadcast today and tomorrow on 100.1 Akashvani Gold Channel. It can also
be heard on News On Air App and NEWS ON AIR OFFICIAL Youtube channel. So stay
tuned to Akashvani today and tomorrow.

<><><>

A four-member medical team from the All India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) Delhi today conducted second autopsy of former model turned actor Twisha
Sharma in Bhopal. The post-mortem lasted nearly three hours under tight security
arrangements. After completion of legal formalities, the body was handed over to the
family, and the last rites were performed at the Bhadbhada crematorium in Bhopal.

Her family had requested the medical team to adopt a multidisciplinary forensic,
pathological and radiological approach and independently examine concerns they
claimed were not adequately addressed during the first post-mortem conducted in the
city.

<><><>

The India Meteorological Department has issued red colour warning for Heat
Wave to Severe Heat Wave conditions for East Uttar Pradesh, East Madhya Pradesh,
and Vidarbha today. The weather agency also forecast, heat wave conditions in isolated
pockets over Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh
and Delhi during the next 5 days.

<><><>
AND THAT IS THE END OF THIS NEWS BULLETIN.
(SIGNATURE TUNE)
<><><>



