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President Droupadi Murmu will present the Padma Awards at the first Civil
Investiture Ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhavan this evening. Padma Awards -
one of the highest civilian awards of the country, are conferred in three



categories - Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri. In the
first civil investiture ceremony of 2026 today, the President will confer 66
Padma Awards including 2 Padma Vibhushan, 6 Padma Bhushan and 58
Padma Shri. The remaining Padma Awards will be given in the second
round of the civil investiture ceremony to be held later.

<><><>

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that the government has
made special provisions to exclude all tribal communities from the ambit of
the Uniform Civil Code (UCC), ensuring that their rights are fully protected.
Addressing the Janjati Sanskritik Samagam in New Delhi, Mr Shah said the
UCC will not infringe upon any tribal rights.

[S/B - AMIT SHAH SI - 30 SECS]

The Home Minister also said that the tribal welfare budget, which
stood at 28 thousand crore rupees during the Congress-led government,
has been increased to one lakh 50 thousand crore rupees under the
Narendra Modi government.

<><><>

The National Testing Agency (NTA) has postponed the Common
University Entrance Test Undergraduate 2026 examinations scheduled for
28th of this month. NTA said that this decision was taken in view of the
change in the date of the Id-ul-Zuha or Bakrid holiday as per the
Government notification. The agency informed that revised exam dates for
affected candidates will be announced soon. NTA also advised candidates
to regularly visit its official website for the latest updates. For any queries
or clarifications, candidates may email at cuet-uginta.ac.in.

<><><>

SHUKLA 25.05.2026
REV. US-IRAN DEAL

US President Donald Trump has said that he has told his
representatives not to rush into any deal with Iran, as his administration
played down hopes of an imminent breakthrough in the 3-month old war.

Mr. Trump further said that any future deal with Iran under
his administration would involve no financial concessions and
would be fundamentally different from the agreement reached



during former US President Barack Obama's tenure. He also
criticised the Obama-era Iran nuclear deal and claimed his
proposed agreement would prevent Tehran from obtaining
nuclear weapons and the deal will differ from the one crafted by
former US President Barack Obama.

According to US media, the deal under discussion involves a 60-day
ceasefire extension, reopening the Strait of Hormuz and further negotiations
over Iran's nuclear programme. The mooted deal has split Republicans, with
some publicly arguing it is too lenient on Iran. Senator Ted Cruz said it would
be a disastrous mistake, while Roger Wicker, who chairs the Senate Armed
Services Committee, said a 60-day ceasefire would mean everything
accomplished by Operation Epic Fury would be for naught.

The US and Israel launched wide-ranging strikes on Iran on 28
February, sparking conflict across West Asia. Iran responded by launching
attacks on Israel and US-allied states in the Gulf.

VISHAL/ANI/NET/0733

SHUKLA 25-05-2026
IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange alert
for heat wave conditions today in parts of Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, and
Punjab. Parts of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand, Odisha, and Telangana
are also likely to witness severe heat wave conditions during the day. IMD
said hot and humid weather will persist today over Gangetic West Bengal.
Tonight, East Uttar Pradesh and Vidarbha are likely to experience a warm
night.

The Weather Agency also forecast heavy rainfall today in parts of
North-east India, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Kerala, Mahe, Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry. Lightning and thunderstorms are also expected
today in places over Jammu and Kashmir, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Assam, Meghalaya, Bihar, East Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, and
Lakshadweep.

PRIYA/0656



SHUKLA MP-I 25.05.2026

NEW TRUMP - PM MODI

US President Donald Trump dialed US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor
during an event celebrating America’s 250 years of Independence at Bharat
Mandapam in New Delhi yesterday. US President described Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as a friend and stated that ties between
the two nations had never been so close. Mr Trump said, he loves
India, and even called himself a “big fan” of PM Modi. Mr Trump said, India
can count on him 100 per cent. The US ambassador held his phone to a
microphone for the audience to hear Trump's remarks. The event was
graced by External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio and US Ambassador Sergio Gor.

US President’s remarks came amid Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s
four-day visit to India. Mr Rubio met Prime Minister Modi on Saturday,
followed by his meetings with External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval yesterday.

PTI/NET/0653

BHUPENDRA DP-I1
25.05.2026

QUAD - FOREIGN MINISTER

The Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting will be held in New Delhi
tomorrow. Foreign Minister of Australia Penny Wong, Foreign Minister of
Japan Toshimitsu Motegi and Secretary of State of the United States Marco
Rubio will participate in the meeting.

The External Affairs Ministry said, the leaders will exchange views on
advancing QUAD cooperation across priority areas, review progress on
ongoing initiatives, and other international issues of mutual concern.

<><>DIPENDRA/1037
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SHAH-RASH BIHARI BOSE

On the birth anniversary of the great revolutionary Rash Behari Bose,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah conveyed his salutations to him. In a social
media post, Mr Shah said that Rash Behari Bose, through his extraordinary
organizational skills, infused new energy into the freedom struggle. The
Home Minister noted that the revolutionary founded the ‘Azad Hind Fauj’
and the ‘Indian Independence League’, and through the Ghadar
Movement, organized Indians on foreign soil as well, ceaselessly keeping
the flame of freedom alight. He further underlined that Rash Behari Bose
transformed independence into the unwavering resolve of every person in
the country. Mr Shah underlined that the nation will forever remember with
reverence the indomitable courage and boundless devotion of the
revolutionary to the motherland.

PRIYA/0922 HRS

SHUKLA MP-I
25.05.2026
FUEL PRICE HIKE

Petrol price has been hiked by 2 rupees 61 paise per litre, while that
of diesel by 2 rupees 71 paise per litre today, marking the fourth hike in
two weeks. With this revision, petrol will now cost 102 rupees 12 paise per
litre in Delhi, while diesel will now cost 95 rupees 20 paise per litre in the
National Capital.

PRIYA/0730



