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REV PM-SWEDEN: Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Gothenburg,
Sweden, this evening on the third leg of his five-nation tour after concluding his
visit to the Netherlands. Swedish Gripen fighter jets escorted Prime Minister
Modi’s aircraft as it entered the country’s airspace. Upon arrival at Gothenburg
Airport, Prime Minister Modi was accorded a warm welcome and was personally
received by his Swedish counterpart, UIf Kristersson. During his two-day visit to
Sweden, Mr Modi will hold bilateral talks with his Swedish counterpart, and
review the entire gamut of bilateral relations. The two sides are also expected to



explore new avenues of cooperation in trade, green transition, artificial
intelligence, emerging technologies, startups, resilient supply chains, defence,
space, climate action, and people-to-people ties. The two Prime Ministers will
also jointly address the European Round Table for Industry, a leading pan-
European business forum, along with President of the European Commission
Ursula von der Leyen. Before departing for Gothenburg, Dutch Prime Minister
Rob Jetten personally came to Amsterdam Airport to bid farewell to Prime
Minister Modi. During his two-day visit to the Netherlands, Prime Minister Modi
held bilateral talks with his Dutch counterpart. The two countries signed 17
agreements to strengthen cooperation in defence, critical minerals, and other
key sectors. Both leaders also expressed deep concern over the situation in West
Asia and its implications for global energy supplies and trade networks. In a
social media post, Mr Modi said his visit to the Netherlands has added new
momentum to bilateral ties. He said the two countries have charted an ambitious
roadmap for the future by elevating ties to a strategic partnership and expanding
cooperation in water resources, semiconductors, innovation, defence,
sustainability, and mobility.

KERALAM-GOVT FORMATION: The new Keralam government led by
Congress leader V D Satheesan will be sworn in tomorrow in
Thiruvananthapuram. Congress had announced Satheesan as the next chief
minister of Keralam on 14th of this month, putting an end to the high drama and
suspense that lasted for ten days. The Congress-led United Democratic Front
secured a more-than-two-thirds majority in the Keralam Assembly elections.
However, the alliance was unable to decide its chief ministerial face due to
lobbying by different camps and protests by workers at the ground level. Senior
Congress leader V D Satheesan will be sworn in as the Chief Minister of Keralam
on Monday morning. Twenty other Ministers will also be sworn in along with the
Chief Minister. The Chief Minister-designate, V D Satheesan, visited Governor
Rajendra Viswanath Arlerkar this evening and handed over the list of Ministers.
Elaborate arrangements, including seating arrangements for 12,000 people, have
been made at Central Stadium, Thiruvananthapuram.

PREZ-PADMA AWARDS: President Droupadi Murmu will present Padma
Awards for the year 2026 on the 25th of this month. In a social media post, the
Ministry of Home Affairs said that the President will confer the Padma Vibhushan,
Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri Awards at the first Civil Investiture Ceremony to
be held at Rashtrapati Bhavan. This year, the Government of India has
announced a total of 131 Padma Awards. These include five Padma Vibhushan,
13 Padma Bhushan, and 113 Padma Shri awards. Among the awardees, 19 are
women, while 16 individuals will be conferred posthumously. The Padma Awards,



namely, Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri, are amongst the
highest civilian awards of the country. Instituted in 1954, these Awards are
announced on the occasion of the Republic Day every year. The Award seeks to
recognise work of distinction and is given for distinguished and exceptional
achievements in various fields and disciplines, including Art, Literature,
Education, Sports, Medicine, Social Work, Science and Engineering, Public Affairs
and Trade and Industry.

VAISHNAW-EXPRESS TRAIN: Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw today
virtually flagged off a new express train service between Bengaluru and Mumbai,
boosting rail connectivity between Karnataka and Maharashtra. Speaking on the
occasion, Mr Vaishnaw said, the long-pending demands of people in South and
North Karnataka are now being fulfilled. He also announced that the Vande
Bharat Sleeper service between Bengaluru and Mumbai is expected to begin
soon. Highlighting railway infrastructure growth, the Minister said Karnataka
currently operates 12 pairs of Vande Bharat trains. He added that bullet train
corridors connecting Bengaluru with Hyderabad and Chennai have also been
approved. Mr Vaishnaw said the rail network connecting Mumbai, Bengaluru and
other major cities is planned to expand to seven thousand kilometres in the long
term. On the Bengaluru Suburban Railway Project, Mr Vaishnaw said work is
progressing on all four corridors. Addressing the gathering, Minister of State for
Railways V. Somanna said a Vande Bharat Sleeper maintenance depot will be set
up at Thanisandra at a cost of 270 crore rupees, while a chair car maintenance
facility will be established at SMVT Bengaluru at a cost of over 52 crore rupees.

The Railway Ministry said that under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme, 61
railway stations are being redeveloped in Karnataka at a cost of more than two
thousand crore rupees, with work already completed at nine stations. It also
noted that over 1,700 kilometres of new railway lines have been laid in the state
since 2014. <><><>

NCB-IND MYANMAR BORDER:

The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) has achieved a major breakthrough
against transnational drug trafficking networks operating along the India-
Myanmar border with the arrest of Myanmar-based Kingpin Thancintuang
from Delhi. In a statement the NCB said, the arrest was made following
extensive surveillance, intelligence development, coordinated interstate
coordination, and sustained follow-up operations. Thancintuang was
wanted in multiple Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act cases



registered by NCB and several Drug Law Enforcement Agencies, including
two cases registered by NCB. The Bureau added that he is the prime
accused in a 2024 NCB Case involving seizure of 14 kilograms
Methamphetamine and 2.8 kilograms Heroin near Dulte, Khawzawl and in a
2025 NCB case involving seizure of 49.1 kilograms Methamphetamine at
Aizawl. The Bureau added that investigations revealed his extensive
involvement in organizing cross-border trafficking networks routing narcotic
consignments through Mizoram, Manipur, Assam, and Tripura into various
parts of India and Bangladesh.

IRAN-STRAIT OF HORMUZ:

Iran has announced that it will no longer permit the transit of what it describes
as “enemy” military equipment through the strategically important Strait of
Hormuz which is a major maritime choke point for world energy trade. Country's
First Vice President, Mohammad Reza Aref, stated that Tehran had previously
refrained from exercising its full sovereignty over the waterway and had allowed
military cargo destined for use against Iran to pass through the strait. However,
he said that policy would now change. Yesterday, Head of the Iranian
Parliament's National Security Committee, Ebrahim Azizi announced that Iran haa
developed a professional mechanism to regulate maritime traffic through a
designated route in the Strait of Hormuz.

SHUKLA MP-II 17.05.2026

WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION DAY

World Telecommunication and Information Society Day is being
observed today globally. This day commemorates the founding of the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) - the United Nations Agency
for Digital Technologies in 1865 in Paris. The purpose of this day is to help

raise awareness of the possibilities that the use of the Internet and other



information and communication technologies (ICTs) can bring to societies
and economies, as well as of ways to bridge the digital divide. The day also
calls on governments, industry, and communities to strengthen the digital
lifelines that keep the world running. Theme for this year is - "Digital
lifelines: Strengthening resilience in a connected world."
CHIRAG/NET/0738

SHUKLA MP-II 17.05.2026
WORLD HYPERTENSION DAY

World Hypertension Day is being observed today globally. The day is
a part of Hypertension Awareness Month, aiming to raise global awareness
about high blood pressure, promote prevention, detection, and control, and
encourage action at individual, community, and health-system levels. The
theme for this year is "Controlling Hypertension Together: check your
blood pressure regularly, defeat the silent killer”.

Hypertension remains the leading preventable cause of premature
death worldwide. An estimated 1.4 billion people live with hypertension
globally. Despite the availability of effective and affordable treatments,
many people are unaware of their condition, and only about one in four
people with hypertension have their blood pressure adequately controlled.

CHIRAG/NET/0753

IPL CRICKET:

In IPL Cricket, Royal Challengers Bengaluru were for in
overs against Punjab Kings in Dharamsala,when report last came in.

Earlier Punjab Kings won the toss and opted to field. In another match, Hosts

Delhi Capitals will face Rajasthan Royals this evening. The match will begin at

7:30 PM.




